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doubtedly information is being sought in that
connection, but the espionage net which bas
been 'referred to to-night bias been in existence
for a much longer time that the past seven
months. It was the 8th of September wben
the documents came into the possession of the
government.

I do not think it is necessary for me to say
anytbing about the statemnents wbich have been
made in reference te myscîf as being anti-
labour and anti-Soviet. My feeling towards the
great miass of the people i0 this and oth@r
lands and wbat should be done te improve
their position is %veil known in this country.
In regard to Soviet friendship I recaîl that a
year or two after first, coming in-to office
twenty-five vears or so ago the government
of which I was then the head was the one wbich
promnoted an "Aid £or Russia" fund, to help
the starving children of that coun'try. I did
what, I rould t.o belp further tbat great move-
ment at that time. I have donc what I could
to further the Soviet-Canadian friendship
miovement. I have spoken on the platform in
Toronto in support of it and on the platform
in Montreal in support of it. The goveroment
of xvhich I amn a member lias given aid to
Russia in munitions and in food and assistance
in other ways. It is the same government
that invited the Russians to corne and
open a legation here. the same gevernment
that hias sent an amnbassador to Russia. AI]
through, from the beginning to this hour, my
attitude and the attitude of those who sit
around me and with me on this side lias been
one of furthering te the utme-t the friendli-
est and best of relations with ail countries.
And may I say that none of us will ever forget
the hcroism of the Russian people. None et
us will ever forget their sacrifices and what
we ail owe te them, along with those of other
countrirs in sqviug the frredoni of the world.

Weare net goin.g to let thiese yeiirs of sacrifices
and the sacrifice of millions of lives g-o by in
order that allied nations imav become separated
rathier thain drawn tegethier into enie great
famiily.

I wish to conclude by saying that 1 hope
that members in the course of the furtber
discussion of this cqunstien wili be very careful
aot te atýtempt te judge anv country or any
individual until w'e know ail the facts as
fully as we cao pessiblv knew tbenm.

As far as the Riissian people are concerned I
arn as sure as I arn of anything that the
Russian people are just as anxious for friendly
relations witb Canada and witb peeples in
other parts of the werld as our own people are.
But in this country, as in some others, there
are persons who for their ewn selfish ends
will do many things that wvould net be ceunt-
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enanced b 'v the great mai ority. We have seen
how a few men may get power inte their
ewn bands. and how, power once secured, tbey
will de with it for selfish and ambitious ends
many things that are net appreved hy their
fellowmen. What bias happened in this instance
mnax have been the action ef a few men which
I amn certain would neot be countenanced and
wvîlI net ho cendoned by the Russian people.

Se far as this matter is concerned, I intend,
with wbatevcr little power I have, te unearth
whatever lîmax 10 w rong. and for the
rcimainde& rf et m lite to devote my tine te
trv~ing i0 cvery wav possible te sc tbat the
greatest ameount ef friendship and harmony and
good will is premeted between ail peoples,
and hetween the Ruszian peeple and the peeple
et Canada in partictîlar.

Mr. M. . (ODWELL (Rosetown-Big-
gar): Mr. Speaker, to-night I find myseîf in
a somewhat difficult position. We have beard
" stery wbieh I think bas impressed itself
upon the bouse and will undoubtedly impress
itself further, and it is very difficult n 'ow te
enter into n discussien ef the speech from the
tbrene or even ef the remarks ef tbe right
bon. the Prime Minister (Mr. Mackenzie
King). I realize, bowever, that we are late in
meeting this session, and that there is a
desire on the part ef tbe bouse te proceed
witli its business. Therefere 1 shall refrain
from doing what I might otberwise bave dene,
ask the bouse te allow me te caîl it eleven
e dlock. and proceed te say what I bave te
say to-night.

First 1 sbeuld like te make seme cemments
on the speech which bias .Iust been made by
the Prime Minister. 1 tbink that in view of
the very uneasy international situation we
slieuld follow bis advice and he careful in the
phraseologv we use in discussing what bias
been placad before us ýto-nigbt. If I may say
se. the first thing 1 would remark is tbat in
realitv we are discussing events wbicb have
led up te charges against Canadians and
British nationals in this country in peace
time. Espienage is tbe word that is used
in this cennection, and I think wrongly used,
hecause espienage can, in my opinion, pro-
perly aO(l best ho defined as the sending of
persons into an enemy's country in order te
watch xvbat the enemv is doing. But here we
are dealing with persons of our own natioýn-
alitv wbo, it is alleged, bave violated their
trust, and wbo, if found guilty, xviii invite
punisbment under our Officiai Secrets Act.
1 tliink this sbould ho kept in mmid in discus-
sing thim, matter, and that is wby I try te
make that point quite clear.


