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herseif aid thus drawing them ciosex' to each
other. She is the only surviving bond which
stretches f romn Europe acrose tihe Atlantic
ocean. In fact, ni state, no country, ni band
of men can more truly be described as the
liîcbpin of r'eace aid world progrees.

It is a happy cuincideice that the suundneas
of this view ot Canada's position as a link
between the British and Aînerican peoples
should have heen so amply demonstrated at
a moment wben the one wbo sbared it ci
completely, and who exprossed it in such
eloquent termas, bas corne tc, bold the office
if Prime MNinister of Great Britain.

In an edîtorial comment wbîch appeared
in the London Times on August 22 if thi-,
year. the signîficance of the Ogdensburg aree-
ment in the wîder relations betwecn the Eng-
lish speaking peoples was recognîzed in terins
reminiscent of Mr. Cbîirchill's îîtteraice if ten

years agi,
"The two countries" saîd the Timpsq wlheiceforw'ard have closer ties than they bave

ever had la the past. and Canada more than ever
before will be the linchpin if Aniglo-Anserican
relations."

Let me quote twî other extracts, oie from
a Labour. and one from a Liberal newspaper
Tbey serve to reveal the unanimity if vîew
of the British press. The London Daily Herold
saîd:

Faith in the British system hec been
revitalized. Si to-day it is with blessing we
say: Canada, tlsrough yeu new liiks can be
forged between us and our cus acrnes your
unarmed frontier. Make your own decisions.
TI] ey are ours.

On August 20 the Manchîester Guard2în
said:

There is s close connection between the twi
annouîîcements of tIse v eek-end if tbe neo-
tiations witb Britain for the leasing by tue
United States if naval aid air bases iii tise
Caribbean cea and if the agreement between
the United States aid Canada for setting up
a joint dlefence board. They are part of the
preparations for the defenice if the western
hemisphere zgaînst the dictatorships Tises
bave a bearing on the war aid on American
help for Britain.

In view if tIse extent to which, throughout
my public life. my knîwn attitude tiwards
the Uniited States bas been si greatly mis-
represented. 1 may perhaps be pardoned if 1
venture te, give to tbe bouse sime indication
if how thîs attitude aid my occasional visits;
to, that country have been viewed hy thîse
in the United Kingdom wbo are perbaps ini
the best position to judge if their value.

Ini a cable which he sent to me as recently
as September 13, and which was first made
public in the United Kingdom, Mr. Churchill
was kiîd enoug-h to use the following words:

1 am very glad to have this îppîrtuîîîty of
thanking you personîally for al] yeu bave dine
for the cîmmon cause and especially in pro-

moting a harmony of sentiment tbrougbout the
new world. This deep understanding will be
a dominant factor in the rescue of Europe from
a relapse into the dark ages.

A few days later-September 17-in the
House of Lords, Lord Caldecote, who was at
that time Secretary of State for the Domin-
ions,' made the following reference:

Perhape the most strikiîg development in
the recent weeks bas been the coming together
of the British empire and the United States,
as illustrated in the recent agreement for the
grant of defence bases to the United States in
certain British territories aid the supply of
American de.,troyers for our naval forces. But
this is îlot ail. It has been coupled with and
îîîîleed preceded by the agreement between the
United Sta tes and Canada for the setting up
of a joint (lefence board and perhaps 1 may be
allowed( to repeat the tribute wbîcb the Prime
Mîînster raid in a recent message to tise
Canadian Prime Minister. '.\r. Mackenie King,
for the great part which hie bas consistentiy
plaved in promoting a harmony of sentiment
between tise British empire and tise United
States of America. 1 need flot remind your
lordehips how pregnant with possibilities this
new developmeît may well be for peace and
freedom in the years to enome.

Any part which our country may have had
in briîgitig about a harmony of sentiment
between the Britisb empire and the United
States may well be a legitimate source of
pride to, ail Canadians. In the midst of the
darkness which to-day enqhrouds mankind, the
relations between the United States aid the
British commonwealth shine forth as the
one great beam of hopeful light left in the
world.

During the American civil war, when the
relations hetweeî Britain and the United
States were strained aimost to the hreaking
point, John Bright. speaking in the British
House of Commons on June 16, 1863. used
thcse conciliatory and prophetic words:

1 can onîy hope that, as time passes, and our
people becîme better informed, they will be
more just, and tisat il1 feelings of every kind
will pass away; that in future aIl who love
freedom here will boid converse with aIl who
love freedom there, and that tise two nations,
separated as they are by the ocean, come as
they are, notwitbstanding, of one stock, may
be in future time united in soul, aid may work
together for the advancement if the liberties
and the happiness of mankind.

What greater hope can we entertain for
humanity than that the vision of John Bright
for the union of souis of the British and
American peoples may find its realization in
their work together for the preservation of
the liberties of mankiîd.

I was going to say something with reference
to the Great Lakes and the St. Lawrence
development, but the leader of the opposition
(Mr. Hanson) had also the samne intention,
and as he bas decided to defer to another


