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offeAnce may seem out of place, but when you consider that thepeace, S6,152 at the Parue ti me that ho draw-, a@1asquility and prosperity of a settlement are alluin the hands of a» ,1 a t am i ht e r s,asomjoiman, thsir interference cannot be said to be quite misplaced. Goc 1 Bell, an officer of the North-West fleid forces, moagents mean good initructors, so that to a great extent the Inlian prceb- thing like $1,000 in salary. Up to the 15th of Marchm wo'd be solved with ait a dozen god aents through the North- last, ho drew a total of $171,09, There is this, however,West Mfr. Clink, the intructor who by hie kind dealing towards the. to b ad ha hoomsso ht sbeunIndians under his care succeeded in keeping them loyal, wanted to t said, that the Commission that subsequentlyback to bis reserve when the troubles were over, but as he thought hlm- met overhanled Major Bell's account and in a commuai.self entitIed to au icrease of salary and asked for it he was discharged." cation that was sent to the firm of Bell & Lewis he is aaked
Now, I propose to show by the documents submitted to the to refund to the Department of Militia the over amount ofHouse- $1,890. I am sure the committee and the country wili

Mr. WHITE (Cardwell). The hon. gentleman has read a appreciate the great care of that Commission in demanding
letter ; will be state the name of the writer ? from Major Bell, who has had these very discreditable tran-

sactions with the Dapartment, a refund of 81,890 whichMr. CAMERON (Middlesex). Doos the hon. gentleman l'ho had been overpaid in those immense transactions, repre-demand the name of the writer, with bis Commission sitting senting the enormous sum of $171,000. Now, I procelin the North-West to enquire into these things, and the First still further to examine the peculiar characteristios of theMinister stating-- contract which this man made. The following is from the
Mr. WRITE (Cardwe ll). The hon. gentleman misunder- evidence of Stewart before the Commission, page 209:-

stands me. I do not propose anything; I merely ask if he "Q. Have you anything about amemorandum of agreement between
is going to give the name. you and Major Bell, and also give your raeasns for signiug that?-

A. On the 20th I went to Qu'Appelle to take possesslon of the
Mr. CAMERON (Middlesex). The gentleman making Qu'Appelle route. I found Mr. Joues there, Mir. Bell'@ clerk, and I could

that statement is a resposible individual; h speks from nt very w take possession that nght ofthe route, and I1walted uhîlthatstaemet i a esposibe iidiidull., hospeks romniRlit. major Bell arrived from Winnipeg 0o) the ni g lt ofthb. th of
knowledge of the facts; and I take the responsibility of May. The tollowing day I went to bis offie and tod him that Ihad
saying here that every statement he makes is entitled to the contract, and wished to take charge of the work. He told me that
credence. Let us see how far his statements are borne ot liehada contract himself covering Qu'Appelle, Moose Jaw, Swift Our.c et the usscotha lis exstae hi rearecore tot.rent and lCalgary, and that hsý bad made arrangements la Winnipeg
Much of the suspicion that has existed in reference to the with J. L. Lewis and Mr . Whitehead as partners ta bandle ait the
affairs of the North-West bas arisen from documentary freight, and wisbed me to go further west. I did not wih ta do so, and
evidence submitted to this House; and much that bas beenIe tod me than dhrti heawould bvht tahivs a outret that e wea a
stated outside must have been concealed, and purposely • • • He told me that J. L. Lewis and he and WhitebPad were going
concealed. to work together and that he would Rive me au imterest in the contra«t

at $212 a ton."
Sir RICIHA RD CARTWRIGHT. I want to call the atton-

tion of hon. gentlemen oppo-ite to the fa't that these Esti-
mates are being put through with a rapidity never before
attempted in Parliament, and it is utterly impossible, if
disorder prevails, that progress can be made. We desire to
help hon. gentlemen opposite on thisoccasion; but you can-
not pass 200 items of estimates through without discussion
a. al. There is but one way we can get on, and that is by
hon. gentlemen listening quietly, and the quieter hon. gen-
tiemen opposite are the shorter my hon. friend will be.

Mr. CARMERON (Middlesex). I desire to confine myself
largely to statements of fact, and I desire to be brief. bow,
1 desire to place before the committee in a condensed form
the statements, financial and otherwiso, that have been sub-
mitted to the House very ijecently. An individual who is
known to the Department of Militia as Major Bell appears
before the public in a variety of characters in connec-
tion with North-West tranactions. I find, for instance,
that W. R. Bell, the manager of the Qu'Appelle Farming
Company, as ho himself states in his evidence before
the Commission, presents himself to Major Bell of
the force and suggests that ho b given a con-
tract for the supply of hay. W. R. Bell says to Major Bell:
" I have so many thousand tons to sell; how much will
yon give for it ? " And the reply is: "I will give 822 a
ton," and Mrjor Bell as the officer of the Department of
Militia closes the contract with W. R. Bell. I find in
addition that Majir Bdll makes a purchase from the Hudson1
Bay Company of a number of carts and horses, and with
these makes a contract with himself for the transport of a
quantity of supplies, hires out his own horses to himself,
and draws the sums I mentioned. Up to the 30th of June,1
1885, Major Bell, as the setior partner of the firm off Bell
& Lewis, drew $52,774 for teaming, and up to the 15th of
March, 1886 drew in addition $53,911. As manager of the
Qu'Appelle Parming Company, ho drew up to the 30th of
June, 1845, $44,547, and $12,174 in addition up to the 151h
of March, 18c6. As W. R. Bell, on a special contract made
between himself as representing the. Department and
himself as a purchaser from the farmers of thé North-i
West Territories, of hay and other supplies, ho drew
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Lot us see for how much Stewart, the contractor, agreed
to perform that service, Colonel Forrest asks Stewart at
page 217:-

"Q. With regari ta tbesenegotiationu between Tou and Bell, la thé
result your prices were effected-by these propositions, now where there
has been collusion to make up two prices have they profited by your
collusion ? -A. That is eaily answered. I worked on the pries of $110
per ton, I didu't go lu collusion, 1 didn't acquiesce one hour wlth Major
eIl, it sounded too much like a peuitentiery job for me. My contraot

was for $i10 per ton, but that contract Major Bell wished me to aoquiesce
In was for $212 per ton. Had I acquiesced in thbi arrangement, the
Government would have been wronRed to the extent of over $100,000-
$102 per ton at Moose Jaw and something in the neighborhood of $60 per
ton"atQu' Apklle, and a like amount at Saskatchewen auding-the

alzgegae 1nowwould amount to over $13à),000. 11 'rther, they
followed my advice In changing the plan of transportation, makingeaeo
tearmster responsible for bis load and charging him with any loss the
Government sustained."

There this contractor bears evidence to the statement mrade
in the letter I have read, that every teamster dumped bis
load where he pleased, and made a makeshift for a load,
and drew bis pay at the end of the journey. He further
says :

" My contract was about one-fifth of the amount that I understand It
was costing the Government to carry supplies troma 'Appelle to
Clarke's Crossing. I received the knowledge from Mr. Rlb who was
bandling the pay rolls and making out the cheques for the Hudson Bey
Company, ia the same office with the paymaster, Mr. Orawford. Be
advised me that it was costing from $500 to $700 a ton from Qu'Appelle
to Clarke's Crossing "
Now, it may be said that Mr. Stewart was making this
statement on his own responsibilityentirely, but be produces
a letter from Mr. Bell, dated Moose Jaw, 27th May, to this
effect:

I MY DIAR S•rwÂnT,-I bave made a very satisfactory arrangement
to me. I bave quite cleared myself with the Qeneral and satified Rose
entirely. Now I nave laid a foundation for a good thing for you, and
I want you to fall in with my arrangements, and I trust al wSill ome
out to our matual satisfaction.

in ELL."
Stewart was suspicious of Bell, doubted bis honesty, feared
his intent was really to deprive him of the contract instead
of sharing it with him, and aaked him for a writton engage-
ment, n on pago 217 ;of the report will be found this
engagement :
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