
(b) within 18 days of the date of receipt of the request for consultations for a matter 
referred to in Article 21.8(4).

2. The request to establish a panel must be made in writing.

3. The complaining Party shall deliver the request to establish a panel to its Section of the 
Secretariat and to the Party complained against, stating the measure or other matter complained of 
and indicating the relevant provisions of this Agreement.

4. The panel is deemed to be established on the date that the request for the establishment of 
the panel is received by the Party complained against.

5. Unless otherwise decided by the Parties, the panel shall be established and perform its 
functions in a manner consistent with the provisions of this Chapter.

6. If either Party requests the establishment of 2 or more panels in regard to the same 
matter, the Parties may consolidate proceedings before a single panel. The Parties may also 
consolidate 2 or more proceedings regarding distinct matters that they determine are appropriate to 
have considered jointly.

7. A panel may not be established to review a proposed measure.

Article 21.11: Panel Composition

1. The panel shall consist of 3 members.

2. Each Party shall, within 30 days of the date referred to in Article 21.10(4), appoint 1 
panel member and propose 4 candidates to serve as chair of the panel. The Party shall then notify 
the other Party in writing of the panel member appointment and its proposed candidates to serve as 
chair. If a Party fails to appoint a panel member in accordance with this paragraph or fails to 
propose its chair candidates, the panel member or the chair shall be selected from the chair 
candidates of the other Party.

3. The Parties shall endeavour to decide on and appoint the chair from among the chair 
candidates within 60 days of the date referred to in Article 21.10(4). If the Parties fail to decide on 
the chair within this time period, a chair shall be selected by lot within a further 7 days, from the 
candidates proposed.

4. If a panel member withdraws, is removed, or becomes unable to serve, the time periods 
applicable to that panel’s proceedings are suspended until a replacement is appointed. The 
replacement shall be appointed as follows:

(a) a panel member appointed by a Party shall be replaced by that Party within 30 
days, failing which the replacement shall be appointed in accordance with the 
third sentence of paragraph 2; or
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