
Commission cmi provide a degree of institutional support which does not exist in the case of social
and economic rights under federal/provinciallterritorial agreements or in relation to the Charter.
This institutional support wiIl be particularly important at the early stages of integrating social and
economic rights into Canadian law. As noted above, social and economic rights violations are
irdierently connectcd to dlscriminatwry attitudes toward poor people, and toward poor women in
particular. Promoting oomplianee with social and economic riglits guarantees thus requires
promotion of public attitudes which respect the dignity and equality of people living in poverty, and
public education cmagns to combat steroye and prejudice. These are the traditional roles of

hmnrights commissions. It is a significant advantage that the Canadian Human Rights
Commission has reeognized the importance of fiieg protection for scal and economic rights.
The current Chief Comssioner lias shown a stoginterest in this area,4 and would be committed

to initiating the necesr institutional transformations reqixired to make the Commission effective.


