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developuients, flot only ini the presidential election, but also in the
legisiative election. Ail in ail, 1 would argue, Islam and Islaniic issues-
such as the possible implementation of shari'ah or Islamic law-
have flot become central and big issues throughout the general
elections. In fact, Islamic issues have been conspicuously absent
throughout the election year. On the contrary, Indonesian people in
general have been concerned mostly with issues they face in daily
11f e, such as continued economic hardship, rampant corruption, the
lack of law enforcement, increased insecurity, the continued spread
of narcotics, and other forms of social ills. The best example of this is
that of the Partai KeadilanSejahtera (PKS or Prosperous and justice
Party), the most Islamically-conservative party that was able to
substantially increase its gains in the last election from less that two
percent ini the 1999 êlection to seven percent this year. The party
succeeded in getting more support flot because they campaigned for
the im~plementation of shari'a or the transformation 0f Indonesia into
anlIslamic state, but rather for the fight against corruption and creation
0f good governance.

So, the first direct presidential elections have substantially
transformed Indonesian politics. Some of the most important
tendencies are, first, that political parties have flot been able to dictate
their will to their members, let atone to the masses as a whole. Even
though big parties like the Goikar partv-which won the lezislative


