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postpone plans to retumn to Cambodia and subordinates were
delegated to take part in the coalition talks. The flrst working group
meeting was heid on 29 September 1998 in Phnom Penh but achieved
iittle.13 A feature of the three worklng group meetings was that they
showed the gap between the two sides - the opposition generally
insisted on discusslng their election compiaints (above ail the seat
allocation formula) and the CPP said talks should focus on forging a
coalition and getting parliament working.

Amid continuing staiemnate, 14 Sihanouk was persuaded to postpone
plans to go to China for medical treatment until a new govemment
was formed. The King fiew into Phnom Penh as the second round of
tmlII<q hpnsnn but hiq nrpnseno-e failed to sour the lonaed for


