A NECESSARY
COMPLEMENT TO
NATIONAL SECURITY

Human security does not supplant national security. A human
security perspective asserts that the security of the state is not

an end in itself. Rather, it is a means of ensuring security for its
people. In this context, state security and human security are
mutually supportive. Building an effective, democratic state that
values its own people and protects minorities is a central strategy
~ for promoting human security. At the same time, improving the
human security of its people strengthens the legitimacy, stability,
and security of a state. When states are externally aggressive,
internally repressive, or too weak to govern effectively, they
threaten the security of people. Where human security exists as a
fact rather than an aspiration, these conditions can be attributed
in large measure to the effective governance of states.

From a human security perspective, concern for the safety of
people extends beyond borders. Although broadening the focus
of security policy beyond citizens may at first appear to be a
radical shift, it is a logical extension of current approaches to
international peace and security. The Charter of the United

~ Nations embodies the view that security cannot be achieved by
a single state in isolation. The phrase “international peace and
security” implies that the security of one state depends on the
security of other states. A human security perspective builds on
this logic by noting that the security of people in one part of the
world depends on the security of people elsewhere. A secure and
stable world order is built both from the top down, and from
the bottom up. The security of states, and the maintenance of
international peace and security, are ultimately constructed on
the foundation of people who are secure.
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