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TWIN FREEDOMS OF A DEMOCRACY

Speaking to the Canadian Bar Association in
Ottawa last month on the subject of wiretapping and
whether or not this and the use of similar electronic
techniques should be made a criminal offence, the
Minister of Justice, Mr. John M. Turner, said that his
Department and the Standing Committee in the H ouse
of Commons had beenstudying the whole question

with a view to introdrcing legislation on saoe of its
aspects during the next sesaion of Parliament. "The
right to privacy and the right to know," he declared,
etare twin freedoms under a democratic order."

Excerpts from the Minister's address folloW:
... A remnote-controlled amplifier and microphone

no larger than the head of a pin can capture a conver-
sation and transmit it by wire for 25 miles; a para-
bolic microphone without wires or radio transmitter
can catch the conversation of people in a boat in mid-
lake and record it on shore; the switching of a single
Wire can convert any telephone in Canada into a live
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