
Satellites Harming Other Satellites 

Improved international registration and licensing address the issue of 
ambiguous space operations by openly assigning purposes to satellites in orbit. 
If the observable characteristics and operations of a satellite are consistent with 
its advertised purpose, confidence is generated in support of that claim. The 
possibility of an illegal space weapon system masquerading as a peaceful 
spacecraft can only be diminished through comprehensive data exchanges and 
direct verification procedures. 
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