provide all that is needed for the repulsion of any
possible aggression but could not be used for
offensive purposes.’

His pronouncements in favour of non-offensive defence
must be read as a signal that he wants a change of strategy
not only to improve military security directly but as part
and parcel of an easing of political tensions. It is an action
that fits that aim; and he has said in speeches that that is his
aim. This is what makes his initiative so interesting. Of
course, he may fail; he may be thrown from power. But
how the West reacts to his initiative is one of the factors
that will influence his survival and the policies he is able to
follow. Obviously the West should not proceed in such a
way that, if he did not succeed in implementing his policy
of defensiveness, we would be vulnerable. But the very
nature of a change towards non-offensive defence is that it
does not compromise your security. You can proceed by
independent acts and reciprocal measures that maintain or
enhance your security as you go.
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Much of the literature is scattered in conference papers
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German. An International Research Newsletter on Non-
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the Centre of Peace and Conflict Research at the University
of Copenhagen, Vandkunsten 5, DK 1467, Copenhagen K,
Denmark. The newsletter has included as a special issue a
bibliography on alternative defence that is extremely useful;
and each issue contains book reviews and a listing of new
books and articles.

The following general works may be useful though they
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Groningen University Press, Netherlands, 1986.

Frank Barnaby, and Marlies Ter Borg (eds.), Emerging
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Assessment, Macmillan, London, 1986.

Derek Paul (ed.), Defending Europe: Options for Security,
Taylor & Francis, London, 1985 (see, in particular, the
contribution on “Non-Offensive Defence in Europe”
by Anders Boserup).

An outspoken critique of one-sided non-offensive defence
is to be found in David Gates, Non-Offensive Defence:
A Strategic Contradiction?, Occasional Paper No. 29,
Institute for European Defence and Strategic Studies,
London, 1987.

Excellent historical studies of the role of the defence and
offense are: Basil H. Liddell-Hart, Deterrent or
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Offense and Defense in the International System,
Wiley, New York, 1977.
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