
EXECUTIVE SUMARY

As Canada prepares to host the next suiumit of the seven

leading industrialized countries, it is tiiuely for Canadians

to review the international security situation and te assess

the impact on Canada and the implications for Canadian

policies, of current and future developments. There have been

significant events in the evolution of East-West relations,

and in particular the relations between the superpowers, and

more can be anticipated. These in turn are having an inf lu-

ence on the state of the Atlantic Alliance and thé strategic

doctrine of NATO. Strategy and technology are also in flJux ini

respect to the defence of North Auierica and Canada's role ini

it. In other regions of the world there are actual and

potential conflicts which cazi affect Canada directly or

indirectly. And the prospects for arms control and disariua-

ment have an important b>earing on Canadian security interests

and policies.

There are two concurrent developments which deserve

special attention. One is the convergence of interests of the

United States and the Soviet Union in favour of restraining

their rivalry, negotiating arms control agreemnts and perhaps

even liiiiting regional conflicts * This convergence owes as

iuuch to the domestic pressuras operating, thuh for &ifferent

reasons, on both sides as to any international dynamic,

hwver, and its future evol<ution is tefore vulnerable to

the vaqaries of internal politics in both countries.

Morovritdos otnecssrily co ie~ fully witIh the

intretsof th alis onboth sides. It is thierefore li3ely

that both teUidSaes and the Soviet Union are goinq to

face inceasing cmlications in their repectiv relations

wit thir llies.


