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COMPES~ATION AND PAYMENTS

96. The Vietnamese Peopiets Volunteers and 'PathetLao' forces had made purchases and obtalned loansfreinthe local population while they were stationed in Lowerand Middle Laos.. The agreement of the Vietnamese?eopie',s Volunteera/'Pathet Lac' Delegation to inakenecessary payments was embodied in a convention describingthe method of realisation; this wvas signedon l9thOctober, 19514 by the Vietnamcese IPeople's Volunteers/ipathetLao' and Franco-Laotj.an representatives in the JointSub-Cornmissions at Paksoiig and Lahaxay (Lower Laos andM.iddle Laos). A claixn of about six million piastres wasstili Vo be satisfied when the Vietnaniese PeoplesVolunteers/iPathet Lao' forces completed withdrawalon the agreed date of 19Vli November, 1954. The conventionwas, however, repudiated by the Ffranco-Laotian Delegationat the Joint Commission at Khang Ktiay.

97. The Franco-Laotian Delegation argued that theconvention signed by the Joint Sub-Commissions atMahaxay apnd Paksong was not valid since the KIlang KhayAgreement of 29th August, 1954 specificaily prohibitedthe Joint Sub-Commissions from. entering into signedaccords. They were of the opinion that the paymentsshouid have been effecVed before the V'îetnainese Peopie'sVoiunteers/'Pathet Lao' forces finaliy withdrew. Sincethat was flot done, the Franco-Laotîan Delegation feitthat the Inatter now came within the sole conipetenceof the Royal Governinent, which refused however Vo l'e-admitVietnamese Pecpie's Volunteers/tPathet Lal' representativesand officiais to thesle areas for the purpose of arrangingpay'ment. They Proposed, therefore, that the VietnamesePeopie's Vounteers/'Pathet Lao' Delegation shouid handover ail documents to the Royal Lactian Governnent andthat the latter wouid then make payment in the presenceof representatj.ves of the Commission.

98. The Xietnamese People's Volunteers/'Pathet Lao'Delegation contended that since these payments were aconsequence of the process of withdrawal of their forcesfrom these areas, they, as one of the signatories cf theGenleva Agreement, had every right Vo be present throughtheir representatîves and officiais whela the laîmsagainst thein were being settled, They insisted, therefore,that these payments be arrang-ed direct by thieir officers.They subsequently auggested that, if necessary, thePaYments couid be mnade by the Rýoyal Laotian Governinentini the presence cf the LitaeeJeoplets Vrolunteers/'Pathet Lao' officers in the Joinit G'roupa and JointSub-Commissî uns.

99. Tis question was discussed during the lastSeries of meetings betwe--en the International Commissionand~ the Joint Commission, As a resuit, an agreementkats aign.d between the two Parties on l2th Bebruary, 1955bY which the funds would be mnade available by theÏietnaxaese People's Voiunte3ers/'?athet Lao' Party te theÎOýal Lactian Governirent and th-e PtaYmntls would be made)Y the latter under the supervisioni of the Comimissi.ont'id in the presence cf the representatives of thePathet Lao'. The Vietnainese Peeple's Volunteers/'pat,ý.t*,aoI Delegati.cn agreed to hünd ucvr ail tuie relevanllt documeentsýefore 2Oth February, l~5


