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ilcreased, (b) to secure free passage for Israel's shipping iii the Suez Canal
and the Straits of Tiran, and (c) to prevent incursions into Israel from the
Gaza strip. Mr. Ben Gurion rejected a proposai. that Jordan should be the
objeet of the attack because this would have involved Israel in a conflict
with Jordan's ally the United Kingdom. The Security Council debate on
Jordan's appeal had flot been completed when the invasion of Egypt began.

For three months Egypt had been heavily engaged in discussions, partly
within and partly outside the United Nations, relating to the Suez Canal.
By a Presidential decree, issued one week after Anglo-American offers of
financial assistance for the Aswan Dam project had been withdrawn, the
Egyptian Government declared on July 26 that the Universal Maritime
Canal Company was nationalized. The Governments of France, the United
Ringdom and the United States held urgent consultations, and on August 2
announced the convening of an international conference "to establish
operating arrangements under an international systema designed to assure
the continuity of the operation of the Canal as guaranteed by the Convention
of 1888, consistently with legitimate Egyptian interests". Twenty-two states
were represented at the conference which met in London on August 16.
One week later, e!luliteen of these user Lgovernment, 2Pvrec<1 nil ni çt tif


