
items of business normally deait with ini the main committees. In addition, the
admission of seventeen new members in the early days of the session had the
eflect of prolonging the proceedings. The angry outbursts of Mr. Khrushchov
and others, moreover, contributed to the atinosphere of tension, confusion,
and disillusionent which characterized the early part of the session.

The other main political questions discussed at the fifteenth session
were disarmainent and colonialism. Moreover, the Soviet attack on the
Secretary-General and the Secretariat was pressed vigorously on several
fronts, although no speciflc debate on the matter took place. By the end of
the session in December, it had become evident that ini the prevailing East-
West tension no agreement could be reached on the many disarmament
resolutions submitted in the First Committee, including the Canadian draft
resolution which sought to facilitate the resuinption of disarmament negotia-
tions and to formalize the ultimate responsibility of the United Nations for
disarniament matters, and at the saine time to give an opportunity tc> non-
negotiating powers to maice their views known ini detail. Disarmament was
therefore put forward to the resumed session in March 1961.

The question of colonialisma pervaded mucli of the discussions during
the fifteenth session and led to the adoption of an African-Asian resolution
on the granting of independence to colonial countries and peoples which is
considered an important declaration of principles on the movement of
colonies to independence. Soviet attempts to make a cold war issue of this


