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Notes on the Kayflower of the Loyal.Utu. clad hbis of Labrador, will, later on, chili the air
snd interfere with the development of its tiny tubular

Bt G. F. MATrHicw, M. A., F. R. S. C. blossoxns, protected though they are by enveloping

It ham been suggestod that the delicate and modeet scales and sepals without, and by a fluif of woolly

littie flower which we cali the Mayflower should be haire within. On Lake Sujerior and the inland

adopted as the ernblem of the Loyaliste, lecause it~ i region generally the Mayflower bas greater confidence

in full bloom at the smaon of the year when they in the mun's power, and a soon ai the 5flow is gone,

Ianded an these rocky shores. In this connection it confidently opens its petals to the vernal breeze.

may flot be out of place to inquire as to ýthe use of But the purpose of these remarks is not s0 muchi

the word IlMayflower" or " May blouaom " in the to describe the Mayfower and its habita a to enquire

paît; and specially to ask what wai the Mayflower of wbether this flawer of ours was tbe Mayflower of the

tA.Loyliss? ai hei Myflwerideticl wthLoyaliste. The writer was very rnuch surprised,

tur oprig s Wuvorte; or ayflor othelntca wit many years ago, on being told by an aid lady wha

nowrn; for ie ow ale b smre other nme? u came here with the Loyaliste, that our plant (Epigea-
ur Mayfor ha knn aed by otase epninoe? rejen) wai not the Mayflower. Among wild flowers

renOr Mayhoer plast thtee ab onste rounda that were afterwards shown to her, she at once

pname oery apprpante to tabt a!ep n h groth d Î recognized one a the true Matyflower. This wai the

forme paes o lporaget baing habido sprewasdi0 plant which 15 110w called the Spring Beauty (0lay-
tore ground tram flagcentracin roo d Th ead ernar tonia caroliniana), a delicate little plant with two

thfouand nr ah endal ote brnhes, andr are opposite baves, which are not unlike an Indian'a

alodat conc ea tram ed by the brhek, athe canoe-paddle in shape, and having a cluster of nod-

shining, dark-green, round-oval leaves. The May- ding pînk flowers between the leaves. The short itemn

flower delights in a rocky and not too fertile 8oil. which the Spring Beauty annually sends np cornes

When it grows in richer land it is apt to be cboked f rom a little brown tuber, buried deep in, the rich

by the surraunding plants better adapted to such mould o! the hardwood forest. The plant differu

situations; and in very Bhady places it will not flfom aur May'flower in preferring a rich and moist

bloasom. It craves a welI mulched surface with soil, and itas tem is soft and succulent like its ally

gravelly, or rather stany soit beneatti, and seems to the Purslane (Portulaca) ; while the stetft of our

enjoy itaelf mont where granite and trap rocks, or Mayflower is strong and woody, and its leaves thick

quartz rocks prevail. On and around reefs or ledges and hard.

o! such rock, on the border of tho forest, the May- The family ta which the lady belonged, who spoke

flower spreads its refreshing green, and perfumes the o! the Spring Beauty ai the true Mayflower, came

air with iLs delicate fragrance. It is a wild by nature, tram Connecticut; and it is easy ta ses why OU?

and an bard to tame, as the savage that once roamed Mayflower was not theirs. lu the regian where they

master o! the wilderness where it still abounds; bai lived the EpigSa would blossom in April and the

hence, many attempta to cultivate it have failed, for term IlMayflower " would be inappropriate ta it;

iL is eaaily killed by kindness or injudiciaus care. hence, some other blossom would with them have

The Mayflower belongs ta the great family of the borne the narne of "Mayflower." The naine and

Heathe, and its nearest allies in this country are the the associations connected with it were dear ta thase

Bearberry*, Spicy Wintcrgreenf and Teaberry. hy New England colonise. With what abject mare

like the Mayflower, have evergreen leaves, and differ attractive could they have assciated the idemi and

in this respect tram mogt a! the American Heaths. the namne, than the delicate Spring Beauty-a plant

The barren and gravelly mils Of many tracts in which abounds in the rich woods, covering the

North-eastern North America, and its moist climate mountains and buis o! Western New England and

are particularly well suited ta the Mayflower, and it New York? To the Ljoyalists of Cjonnecticut, there-

flourises erein bunanc. Wrne bytheex-fore, the word "1Mayflower" carried a different

perience o! many semsons an the Atlantic coast, it ndno rthoalte hic itw bear witd us. Jrsy

does nat open iLs peLais when the spring rains first Andr tha iealit wa Nw Y astT n Ne Jrseyu,

remove the 5110w, but awaits the advent of warm weeteEioawskona h riigAbLs

weather, knowing full well that the warmn days of the idea of IlMayflower," as applied ta this plant,

early 8pring are deceptive, and that the cbilling was equally foreign. Their namne for aur Mayflower,

wind trm te GI! o Sant awrnce nd he naw however, was not happily chosen, as the Arbutus wua

wind frm te.Glf f SintLawenc an th snw-ane of those Eurapean beeatb-pla1L5, which casta its

oàrct..1aph710 tOBuitheflA. :Çhiagenles. leaves in the autumu, and in -this resembies sncb


