
AuolilaOk House

ian eýtyle of architecture, and was erected byv Lord A uchîn-
Ie<* towards the end of last century.

For well nigh four htundred years the respected faniily
of Boswall have held the estate and f roui this and the stili
more secluded shelter of the old niansion witnessed the t:vent-
ful acts of the world's great drama. Nor have they. beeni
mere onlookers.

Thomnas Boswall, the first of Auchinleck, acconi-
panied James iv axnd fell with that chivalrouis nionarch ,nid
the Rlower o' the nation on the fatal field of Fi.loen. His
descendants have rendered themiselves illustrions in wield-
ing both the sword and peu. Lord Auchinleck, already
referred to, distinguîshed huniseif as a Lord of Session, as
an eminent Jurist and a literary antiquary. He beautified
the estate and enriched the Auehinlec Iibrary -by the
collection of mny rare and valuable works. A mani of
judgmnt and good taste lie entertained none of the respect
o>r admiration which his sou had toward the biirly Dr.
Johnson of dictionary faie. On the contrary hie is said to,
have had a positive contenipt for tht sage; and to have
quaintly expressed hutuself so, hy styliug him "a doininie.
an auld dominie ; hie keepit a sehule and called it au
academy2' James Boswall, tht author of Corsica and the
well knowu biographer of 'flictionary Johnson,- (hie used
to be called), will long be renienihered as tht prince of
biographers. "Amiid great nainets tan Roswall be forgot.?"

Ht osse what is an esseutial to ail good anthorship,
an intense love oS has subject, admrng, almost idolising
the great lexicographer. Ht auticipated Captain Cuttle's
advice: " Wheu found make a ilote oS" aud by ketping
voluminous notes of lis table-talk, conversational remarks
and correspoudeuce, extending throughout a Sriendship, of
muany years he lias succeeded iu portrayiug tht eau and
revealing the mind of tht great lion oS literature in a way
as yet unequalled, and whidhis regarded as the great mnode]


