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More Food Wanted
FRED .ABRAHAM.

(Chairman Vacant Lot and Home Garden Section, Food
Controller's Office.)

More and more piainly the sterx need for more food
un the world is coming to be realized by Canadlians. There
was no difficulty from the tirst in get1tingourpeolple to
uncderstand that shelîs and high explosives were part of
war. But food? The thing does not appeal so directly,
it would seem. ^The very newness of the thing we have
iearned to -know sounewhat as Food Control had in it
something diseoncýerting. New ternis, new ideas, new
strings of Ideas even, unthought of as the German mili-
tary system in our peaceful Anglo-Saxionism, have turx-
ed Up unexpectedly until the public has been justIfied ln
.emi-stupefaction

-But it is time the dreaun effeet passed. Food, measuresý
al over Canada, in the littie village as in the greater cities,
if possible, must be undertaken. It Is the only thing that
will at once help the figxt ln Europe andi eut down once
an~d for ai tbfe almost lntolerable burden of the cost of
living at home.

This doubl~e concept has been clealy ln the design of
the Canada Food Board lu its appeal to the municipaU-
ties, and every organisation in every municipal area, te
grow more foodstuffs in Canada thîs year and then again
te grow more. In~ tact, there is no limit to whlch re-
sources should be used. It is net a tad. It Is a griln
essentiai towards the victory that seems at times te
recede with the passing montbs.

A grcwing realization, it must be repeated, of the urgence
is becomlng apparent. From ail over the Dominion the
Vacant Lot and Home Garden section of the Food Board,
under the advice of Mr. Frederick Abraham, of Montreal,
is receivlng information that tends to encourage. An si-
mate before the close of March is naturally a Uittle pre-
mature, but it is evident that the ares. and number of lots

under cultivation, counting also the home gardens, would
be double that Of 1917.

The municipality Of Gait, for instance, will comprise 600
lots so worked this Year as compared with 200 last -Xear.
Windsor reports "double the old area." Fort William le
another striking case Of fresh enthusiasma.

So far as the Food ]Board'is concerned it muet obviouisly
devote its attention lnx a Domnirion-wide plan to general
promotion, Jeaving it to the local organizations to carry
out detail. The Board especially commends the vacant
lot associations to work lin cordial co-operation with the
provincial departments of Agriculture. So, too, the lix-
dividual Is advised to Join a local association. If an affili-
ation of associations can be effected, s0 much the better.

The junio>r section of the work le aunong the most promis-
ing. -By encouragement of the Provincial Ministers of
Education school chldren -will be doing much more this
year than ever actually to grow things that ean be eaten.
No seed can be supplied: that would be outside the scope
of even sa municipality possibly, but some of the ulunici..
palities are arranging to do the ploughIng of the lots for
aIpplicants. Most, however, charge a sfixall tee.'

It is particularly the endeavor or thé Canada Food Board
to work ln close uison with provincial bodies, Associa-
tions. or iindividuals should immediately get into touch with
these. But again and again it should be pressed home to
the heart of the people: the need for more food as a strict
w~ar~ provision as mueh as big gunsand shelis are war,
is more urgent lin 1918 than it was in the three war yèars
the.t hxave gorie by. It is the Iast Word of the Canada Food
Board. Can the individual be adequately roused te ItS tre-
mendous import in time?
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