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Other authorized entertainer, as weli as the divers amus ements
afforded, ail tend to inake the Conversazione of the Litera ry and
Scientifie Society the best appreciated re-uniori of the year.
There wvas a notable cheerfulnpss on the faces of those present
On Thursday evening, cxcept perhaps, during a few moments
o! agonizinug crusti at tlie cloors of the Hall. And if so me fou nd
the supper tables desolate it wassurely their own fault for seck-
111g themn too late. Tiiere was some very cffective draping with
flags, thoughi scarcc]y as much attention as usual had been paid
ta the decorations, and tlie building was botter ligbted than
We bave ever seen it befare. The cominittees deserve mucli
Credit for the perfection of ail arrangements, and bave the satis-
faction of knowing that they were the incans of affording a plea-
8nt evening to some fiftecn hundrcd people.

The thanks of ail University men are due to the Mail
Mid Globe for tbeir reports of the Banquet on Friday evening.
The Mail devotes a full page of small type to the Banquet andthe meeting of Convocation. Tbe speeches reported were just
thOse necessary to show the strength of our position in the
COuntry at present, and their perusal throughout the whole
?'roviucû cannot fail to make us even stronger.

The proposai on the part of the Senate to alter the consti-tution of the degree of LL. D. so tbat it may henceforth be
granted honoris causa simpiy, and not by examination, bas caiied
forth already a good deai of comment, favorable and otherwise,
froi- our graduates. While there is always the possi-bility of'
error aor even wilful unfairness in the grantîng of lionorary de-
grees, it cannot b)ut be understood, on the other hand, tliat there
are, or may he, degrees that can only be so obtained to be of
an value. We bave always considered our plan of bestowingthe degrea of LL. 1). as the reductio ad absurdunt of the exam-
'nation qystemn. Seine measure of the value attached by Ourgraduate-s to this dcgrce may be obtained by an examination of
Our list of Doctors of Law. We would cast no slur upon tlue
ability or raputation of any in this list ; but we must say that
c'li best men, when they have fulfilled the necessary conditions
Otherwise, are not likely to he willing to submit themselves to
a" examiflatio, at the hands o! men, in ail probability their in-
fe-riors. Tue degree of LL. 1). is supposed to be the iîigbest
adegree*aur Universîty can give. It slîould ha placed on a founda-
til that wilI iallow of a reasonable confidence in its value. That
fouindation cannot be a written examination. The Senate
¶ieserves thanks for attention to this matter, and will be assistad,
'1 Willing, by the consideration and advice of Convocation, theYod most interested in a satisfactory settiement of. the question.

bhYneed not be alarmcd by the tbreat, hield ont by one o! our
bOctors o! Law, that if that dagree is placed on the proposed

?round of an bionorary one, the present holders of it will baudi't thieir diploinas. That threat is too improbable to cause
111101 alarm; aven if carriad ont, the calamity would not be
COilidered an avarwhelmniing catastrophe.

ance itself, but from the comments also of tlie crowd that struggled
througb the narrow door. An exclamation overbieard (cvidently
uttercd by one o! the banquet comînittee), was ta tlîe effect that if
only the Ontario Ministry were jammed in thiat doorway, withi the
leader of the Opposition in the middle of them, conviction wouid ba
forced upon tliem that the University accommodation was not
sufficiently large in consideration of the numbers who songbit
admission ta its halls.

Mrs. Caldwell, Miss Strong, and Hcerr Fried wcre the vocalists
of the evening. Mrs. Caldweil's pure tones have been frequently
lucard at University Conversazioiies, and înay that pleasure ha not
seidom enjoyed in the future by flie guests of the University. Herr
Fried is also weli knowuî to Toronîto musical audiences. Last Thurs-
day uigbit, bebides several solos, lie joiined Mrs. Caldwell in a duet.
Miss Strong was thc only niew liglit ini the entertiiiment. This lady
bias a soprano voic of superior cultivation ; slie possesses an unusnai
amount o! execution, wlîiel was very satisfactorily displayed iii an
aria from Rossini's ' Barber.' lier otlier solos showed tlîat she can
likewise excel in a simpler style o! siugîng. Miss Cicuchi piayed most
beautifuily and sympatlîetically on that most sympathetie instrument,
tha violin. Beethoven's cxquisite Romance for violin and Wien-
awski's dreamy Legend gave evidence of the wide range o! this
very young lady's pawers. Miss Guntbier and Mr. Field filled
ail tue piano-players in the audience witbi admuiration and envy.
Un!ortunately each pianist lîad chosen a polonaise of Chopin's, so
that tbat variety generally denoniinated pleatsing was absent in the
pianoforte selections. Mr. Field also contributed a study by Liszt,
but as Liszt may be considered a follower o! Cliopin in lus treatment
of the piano, this would scarcely count as a variety iii styla. The
Collage Glea Club appeared once anly on the programme. It is now
useless to express anything but regret tlîat tue Gice Club, which bas
been able to give concerts at varions places ontside Toronîto, sa very
recently, should have failed to produce anytbing at the annuai con-
cert iu their own Collage more important thian the two part sangs
whiclî formed the onily number on the programme allotted ta tbem.
At tha close of the flrst concert Prof. Ramsay Wright expressed ta
tue audience the regret of the Litarary Society that a scbeme for
p)ublic lectures in Convocation Hall this wintcr liadt failen through,
and adroitly brought to, bis feet Mr. Mattbiew Arniold, ana of the
boped-for lecturers, to answer for bimself as a party ta the non-fui-
filment of the scbeme. Mr. Arnioid's few clîarming sentences of re-
gret brougbt the first concert ta a close.

Mr. Torringtan candncted the entcrtainment witiî the skill and
success whicb neyer fail lîim.

The anly really new feature of this year was the serving of ra-
fresbments in the reading-raoms, and that this was an undoubtedly
welcome addition ta the programme was admitted by almost every-
one ; some of tue miner details, sncb as the curious odars that par-
vaded the upper part o! the building and liaving ica creamn on hot
plates will hae doubtiass obviated another year ; on thea whola the re-
freshment committea is ta be cangratulated an the completeness of
their arrangements. It wanld ba a goad plan if connection could ha
made between the library and museum galieries, as those form a
yleasant vantage ground from which ta mark the fieeting throng.
The armaury, as usual, looked at its hest and refiected much o! its
glory upon the mnighty potentate wbo lias it under lus special charge.
The micrascopie preparations, scioptýicon views and plîysical experi-
ments ail had their crowd o! admires, aithougli we think that hiad
thare been same means o! diracting attention to the last-named at-
traction other than the mare mention o! it on the programmes, the
audience would bave beau matcrially iîîcreased. The music of the
Q. O. R. band was o! an unnsually good ordar and was well rendered,
addîng in no small degrea to tlia anjoyment of tue evening. Taking
into consideration the narrawness o! the avenues and the depth of
the suaw, tue diffieultv of finding and reacbing one's cab was not
greater tban might ha axpectad ; at aIl avents the amount of strang
language supplied by the cabmen was far in excess o! the demand for
that article.LITERARY AND SCIENTIFIC SOCIETY.

l he Sociaty's Annal Conversaziane, ana a! the social avents in
ti"orluto, and lholding among undergrads equal rank with the alec-
1111 took place ou Tbursday last. Thîe building, bath as regards
?9htiJQg and decoration, iooked battar than it bas ever done; Con-

onl Hall in this respect being far ahead o! last year; the librarylad8nate chamber ware also mucli improved by the pictures whichore Ilng tere. Thera were at a very modarate estimation sixteen
de People present, and if ana could jndge by tlîeir faces and re-

"I ,the great majority of tbem went away tharoughly satisfled,Vtt6eavening's entartainmeut.
.Th usical portion of the entertainment was as successful andloyable as is usually tha case, ta judge not only from the perform.

THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 0F CONVOCATION.
A meeting of the Executive Committee of Convocation was

held on Friday at the Canadian Institute, at 12 o'clook, noon.
The wark o! the meeting consisted mainly af preparation a! busi-
ness for the consideration of Convocation, and can be inferred
from the repart af the proceedings of the latter. The meeting
was notewortby from the number af members present from ail di-
rections, a fact owing paftly, no donbt, to the occurrence of the
Banquet in the evening. The following were present:. Messrs.
Kingsford (Chairman), Creelman (Secretary), O'Suiiivan, Biggar,
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