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and skipping youthfuliy for very joy, dropped gifts rich
and rare from the basket s\vinging rnadly on bier arm.

To tbe gifts that nature bias gencrously conferred
upon man, man bas nobiy added. It is with no false pride
that Southern California boasts of ber towns and citics,
for it cannot bc that there are anywhere in tbe xvide world
comnmunities wbose bousings are so neat and sweet, and
graceful as tbese. TPhe sty les of architecture, whatever
the material they arc expresscd in, are tasteful and original,
and for tbec miost part, tlic bouses, theniselves beýiiutifuil,
are beautifully liedged round about witli neat grass plots
in tlic midst of wbNicl tbere offen flourish symmcntrical
orangre trccs that flot only beautify the surroundings but
by their produce enricb tbic tables of tbeir possessors,
proving themiselves to be both aesthetically and Socratic-
ally beautiful. PEverytbing in short, scems to indicate that
people of genuinie taste bave falien heirs to this land where
tastelessness would soon produce disheartening discords
betxveen nature and art.

If one were to be askced wbat is the circumnstance con-
nected with this country that prevents it fromn becoming
tlic ' eartbly paraclise,'' be xvould if at ail acquainted with
tbec prevailing conditions, reply -the uncertaity anid
irregularity of the rainifaîl." Southern California is not a
manuf'acturing country and cannot faîl back on manufac-
turing industries when otber resources fail ; it is a country
wbose prosperity is based on tbe fruits of the eartb, and
wben tbe earth is but sparingiy waterecl, industrial pressure
is soon experienced. Tbe way iii which this difficulty is
at present partially combatted, tbec way in wbicb it will
soon be met on a mucb greater scale, is by tbe conservation
of ail available water in great natural or artificial reser-
voirs, and its subsequent distribution over land byingenious
systems of irrigation. A feature of Southerui California
scenery tbat always interests tbe traveller is tbe excellent
irrigating systems witb tbeîr picturesque run-ways in
vogue in tbe finer fruit districts, as for example at tbe
town of Riverside. So precious is tbe water in certain
dry seasons that it actually becomres profitable for un-
serupulous persons to steal it from tbe trenches by sipbon-
ing it over tlie banks into tbeîr farms and orchards. It is
also a well-known fact that many planters bave been
obliged to mortgage their farms in dry seasons to raise
enough money to pay tbe water bill.

WhIile tbcre are other crops upon wbicb irrigation can
be fruitfully ernployed, its main purpose at present is to
bring sustenance to the orange and lemon orcbards. Upon
tbe beautiful aspect presented by bundreds upon bundreds
of acres of tbese comnely trees one migbt well expatiate at
lengtb, but it miay prove more interesting iii tbe end to
glance at tbe interesting economnic phenomenon presented
by orange farming wben it is engaged in by a capitalist
and tberefore upon a large scale. It forms an extraordin-
arily interesting ebapter in tbe discussion of tbe possibilities
to whicb tbe principle of the division of labor nlay be
pusbed.

Tbe capitalist purcbases his land, whicb must of
course be accessible to a water-system, and decides to set
it out in orange trees. Soon there appears uipon bis acres
a force of planters, men wbose sole occupation in life is to
set tbe young trees in the ground and surround tbemi witb
properly compounded fertilîsers. As tbe winter season
progresses, grasses and weeds of ail sorts begin to spring
up between the trees ; these must be removed in order
tbat tbe trees may obtain ai tbe sustenance, and accord-
ingly men whose sole business is to plow orchards in sucb
a manner as to spare the roots of tbe trees are called in to
contribute tbeir share in tbe work of production. Wben
tbe picking season (about january) begins, small armies of

specialised pickers are hired xvbo strip the trees of their
fruit, and thus succeed their co-operators in the work of
this particular industrial process. The oranges are then
remnoveid to the packing bouse from the orchard and
placed in an ingenious machine which brushes the coat of
the fruit and sorts it at the same time into various grades
of suze automnaticallv. Besicle this machine packers (girls)
are at work, cach one of xvhomi packs one special size of
fruit only. Beyond themi again are men whose business
is entirely that of knocking together the boxei in whicb
tlie oranges are packed, and tlie skiii they bav e acciuired
by their specialisation is simiply amazing. Outsicle the
bouse there are the men who make a particular departmcnt
of packing the boxes into tbe cars that wiil ultimnately bear
tlice golden gain '' to tlic eastern markets. There can
be no doubt but that Ihis hig h specialisation of labor in-
sures tlic best of resuits to hetb producet s and consurners,
but thic nonotony of some of the branches seenms appalling
to the casual observer.

As to the profits of this industry one bears statements
so radicaliy different that it is very bard to get any just
concept ion of the real truth of tlie matter. Yet after i alk-
ing on the question witli men in ail sorts of industries and
professions, 1 hav e reacbed tlie conclusion that iii a good
year tlie profits of thec business are as higb as 20 per cent.
or 3o per cent., but that there are so mnany stretcbes of
indifferent years that tlic average annual return in the
formi of a percentage may be very small indeed. Tbouglb
iii many industries including those of an agriculture nature,
production on a grand scale is both desirable and profit-
able, it \vouid appear that iii the orange industry a
moderate sized plantation inay pay better because of the
greater indlividlual attention tbat each tree can receive at
the hand of tlic prodtîcer. Certain it is that tbe orange
industry affords no opening for the poor man ; imnproved
land runs as high as $1 ,200 an acre, and it would cost
nearly that to improve it for one's self.

But, aCter ail, the great industry of Soutbern Cali-
fornia is catering to, the tourist travel. The extensive ad-
vertising of the railway companies together witb tbe really
great natural attractions of tbec country bas turned a
streami of travel in tbat direction wbicb is simply enormous.
Tbis tourist element supplies support for transportation
facilities of course, and more especially for botels and
lodging,,-bouses of aIl sorts, wbicb iii their turn demand
the existence of an agricultural population to produce
animal and vegetable supplies. It is therefore no
exaggeration to say that '' climnate "is the great resource
of tbe south, for it is the climate tbat attracts the Eastern
visitor and it is in attention to tbe wants of that visitor
that tlic permanent population finds its support. Thbe
consequence is tbat tbe observer in tbec soutb of California
receives but a poor impression of tbe stability or perman-
ence of its industries. He forms the conclusion by a rapid
anti yet not unlogical induction, that tbe country is sup-
ported mainly by a feature xvbicli may perbaps in ten
years cease to be commcrcially valuable-I refer to the
tourist travel wbich changes by tlie merest wbim often-
times, and may be just as rapidly diverted to some otber
part of tlie world as it \vas to California some years ago.
The men of the Soth support him in tbat conclusion by
making no secret of tbe fact that tourist travel bas time
and again been tbe sole s2ilvation of tbe country.

But, it will be urged, there is the orange and lemon
production, amounting last season ta 20,000 carloads, to
be exbibited as a stable industry. To tbis it may be
replied . (i) that the circumstances of production are
extremely uncertain, being s0 largely dependent upon
natural causes over which at present man bas no contrai,


