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JN the Iast two numbers of tlie
I 'Atlienaeum'ii we find an article

on tlie college graduiate froin a law
yer's point of view wich contains
mueh tliat is tru-tl, but also miich
that is fiction or worse, (and fiction
out of place is radier bad form, to
say the least.) Thle writer, a prom-
inent Chicago barrister, begins with
a tirade against college graduates,
as conceited, visionary, and unpract-
ical and out of touch with the busi-
ness worlcl. 'Ple blame of this bie
lays at thie door of thie professors
wbo by fouir or five years drilling
have made their students as tlieoret-
ical and. visionarv as tleieselves.
'Ple average graduate. seekîng a
remunerative position lie compares
to a landlord who adlvertises for ren t
a bouse of wbieh onlv the foundat ion
is built. The foundation being
worthless to the public, tbey refuse
to pay more tban tlie grouind renit
foi- it.

For several columins lie goes on
in tbis way railing at tlie unseason-
ed graduiate for tlie tini e li as
spent in tlie pursuit of uiseless know-
ledge. Thensucldenly as ,if ashami-eci
of bis 'want of urbanity'' lie appar-
ently goes ()ver to tbc eueniy and
enlogises the college as a valuable
exper-imental stationi, as a developer
of intellectual muscle andi concen-
trative powers as a promnOter of cul-
tuire and of lastinig friendsliips of
the Damion and l>ytliias type. PEut
once more the writcr's ardent mat-
erialismi trînuphs and be pours forth
a perfect stormn of invectivres against
"the visionary, sentimental,coeg

contingent that wears long liair,
Windsor tics, w rit es p)oetr.an.tlid lie
longs to the inandolin clb' 1-1 e

challenges~ -the riglit of an erudite
pedantie facuLltv to puLmp a you-ng
man full of hot ai r, and turn himi
loose among the wolves, without
the proper wcapons (>f offence and
defence' and coucluides as follows.
"Let the college professors and
baccalaurcate orators cease their
deceptions anid tell hini the truth,
or so mucli of it as bas reacbed them
in their isolation from the practical
affairs of life."

There is mnuch in the article that
we would like to criticize, did not
time and space forbid. Nothing in
it strikes us so foreibly as theaill-cmi--
bracing niaterialismn of the writer;
eviclently niothing is of any import-
ancc uinless it leads to financial
suiccess or in the writer's words uni-
less it 4,can Nvoo the elusive dollar
from the pocket of the wary andi
unwilling client."' Even the te-w
mierits he secs in a college couirse,
its value frorn, an experimental point
of view, its clevelopmcent of flic
faculties, its promotion of culture,
its D)amion--anid-Pythias' friendships,
aIl arc looked at fromn a standpoint
of dollars and cents. AIl bis argu-
ments against a college course fromn
a utilitarian point of vicw are uncon-
sciously answered liy the author
hinself wien lie ulraws bis parallel
between the graduate and the land-
lord witb the foundation. A foun-
dation witliout a house on it, we
consider as ultimately of more value
than a Ijouse witbout a foundation.
Thle one may in tinme devclop into a
sulfistantial structure ;the otlicr can
develop into nothing m iore tlian a
rubbish lieap.

As for the p)ersistent exaltation of
tlic mater jalistie idea over all others
wc have but onie ansxvcr, ''man dotli
flot livc by brcad alone.'"


