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PRIMARY GRADES-SEAT WORK

Iu the early rnonths of the sehool
year when it is so hard for littie people
to settie down to real work, 1 have
found this device in seat work profit-
able employînent for the so-called
''bisy-work'' perioà. Maferials requir-
ed: l)iscarded readers, clippings froin
newspapers, magazines, etc., thin card-
board, envelopes.

For the first step in the work select
a, page that has a picture. Mouint the
picture and printed story on separate
pieces of cardboard. Now write the
story on another piece of cardboard and
eut betwcen words.- Put mounfed pic-
turc, printed story and eut up words
into envelope. Now this seat work is
not niere ''busy wýork,'' and if ean be
usc(l in several ways. 0f course, the
first way whicb suggests itse]f is match-
ing the written words to the printed
story. A child neyer tires of this, and
you will find he learns a great deal
froîn the comnparison and discrimination
uscd iii his work.

Another way is to read the printed
story silently, put it back into envelope,
then arrange written words to tel] the
story about the picture. Again, to vary
the lesson, fell the children to leave
J)icflirc andl printed story in the en-
velope. Select the written words, be-
ginning xvith capitals, and inake as
mnany sentences as possible. Nowr take
out the printed lesson and compare.
Soîne day, give the children paper and
]et thein coJ) the printed sfory. Now
arrange the written words and have the
children compare their wriften work
wifh that donc by teacher. This may,

or may not, be an aid to worli ini îpn-
manship-depcnds on how carefuIl.y the
teacher's work has been doue.

Now in order that this seaf-work. or
any scat-work, muay be suecessful, wve
iust make the children feel that their
wvork is to bc inspected and aI)prý,ciat-
cd. Tt does, not take very muchi timie
out of a, lesson for the teacher to walk
up the aisies, give a littie pat biere, a,
n'od there. a ''suent word' to thew lazy
chilci, whiie his industrious neighibor
receîves a "'Weil doue, John!-' if
there is time. allow sonie child wlho bias
(loue his work extra w,ýell to rcad the
story fo the class. After a chuld bias
worked bard, 1 think hie is entitled to
a little rcward for bis effort. rfhel.e is
nothing mnuch more discouraging to a
pupil flian fo9 work di]igently ail the
session and have bis seat work collect-
cd witbont a word fromu the teachier.
Now if somnething shoffld bappen so
that you cannot inspeet work, it w'ill
not Iowcr your dlignity very inneli fa
explain fo the littie folks wbv yoil
couldn 't look at their work.

I have been asked iii counection witil
the aforementioned device in scat-work,
if there isn't soine one iii the class (01F
tinually raising bis hand to saY that
he can't find certain words. No, for T
tell the children at flic beginiinii of
a period to leave a, space for tbe word
they eau t find and go on. If is a good
idea fo have a number of fthc siaall
eardboard slips on the desk, and just
before the envelopes are collected write
the missing words and give to owviicrs-

JBjTSY WORK A PART 0F THE REGULAR PR1MARY WORK
By E. A. S.

Busy work is probably one of the
most thoughtlcssiy pi a red, carelessly
executed and hastily examnine(], of ail
prirnary sehool work.

If is thoughtlessiy planned beenuse,
inany fîmes, it lias no (lefiflite aiiu nor

ainy immnediate connection with afiY
other work. Disconnected busy wNorlC
is of littie vaiuc, excepf as a d :isr5il
to l)e Iisc( oneî< in a while for vaicfY-
The most heipfui, ani the mnost inlter'
esting busy work follows, and gOeS


