- tons crowd upon. my mind. to remind me ofthe past,

lmessml God ! hold thou me. up, aud I shatl be e

5o luaih to dis.” H

Oun what rapid wings bas this last year sped ilg|
course ! How sure and certain an approximation to
the close of this earthly existence! Kvery year adds
to what is past and leaves less tocome. What is your
life? It is even as a vapour that appeareth for a little
time, and then wanisheth “away.  What is it, when
compared with the amount of labour to be accom-
plished, and the magnitude of the interests at stake ?
What is it, compared with the facility with which it
may be interrupted, and the ten thousand causes of
decay and dissolution it is destined to encounter ?—
W hat is it, when compared with the ever endoring
existence to which 1t is an introduction? How 1'ugi1
tive !, how frail | Hardly has the weary traveller Jaid
hitmself down to.rest, when he is summoned away
to pursue_his journey, or called to his everlasting
home. TWe spend our years as a tale that istold. The
flying cloud, the evanescent vapour, the arrow just|
propelied from the string, the withering grass, the
flower whose beauty scarcely blooms ere itis faded,
and whose frageance is searcely perceptible ere it is
gone, are aptsimilitudes ofthe life of man..

I am but a wanderer, a pilgrim, a sojourner en
the earth, Though every thing is cheerful about me
T feel to-day exiled and alone.. A thousand recoliec-

to prewnonish me: of the future, and to. lead me 10
some just conceptions of the present.  This world is
vot my home. ILhave made it a resting place too long,
I hear a voice to-day, in accents sweet as.angels. use,
whispering to my lonely heart, JArise, and depart hence
Jor thisis nol your rest! 1 am away from my faiher’s
house. [ have.felt vexations and trials,. L have ex-
perienced disappointments and losses, I Lave known
the alienation of earhly friends. 1 an nota stranger
to dejected hopes. 1 know something of conflicts
within, But now and then J have a glimpse  of the
distant and promised inheritance, which more than
compenszates me for all. Itis no grief of heartto. me
#hat 1 have no enduring portion heneath the sun, ]
am but a passing travelier heve, 1 would fuin fee!
like one who is passing {rom place to place, and go-
ing from ohject to ohject, with hiseye fixed on some
bong-wished-for abode beyond ; while every succes-
wve scene brings nie neaser to the end of my conps
and all these earthly vicissitudes endear to me (]
Liopes of that tinal rest.. To.live here, liowever hap-
pily,. however usefully, however- well, must not by
iy ultimate object. I was born for eternity, Nay.
Lam the tenant ol eternisy even now. Time beloy o
w0 eternity. It is a soit of wthimus, o rather ]i“:i.
gulph, wiih given ‘den]{x,x‘v:x‘unus, sat off and  hoynded
by lines of tgnorance ; but it mingles with. the boyy
less flood —itbelongs 10 eternity still.. A reat ehiapee
indeed awaits vs.. We must drop this tabernacle an
go into a world.of spivits.  But we shall be ifi tlis
game duration.  Funust live foe eterniy.,

In entering on another year, Lknow notfrom wha
unexpected quarter, or at what an. unguarded hou:
difficulties and.dangers may come, Q. that 1 coul.
enjoy more of the favour of God, moreof the presenct
of the Saviour, more of the sealing of the ever bless-
ed Spirit ! O-formore of a calm, approving cob-
Beieuce, and more of the delightful influence of the
Reace-spenking blood of Jesus. Christ; [Fromn som
Cause or other, I begin. this year with, a H'&_?i“l’l“'-‘-’
teart, 1 fear Lmay lose my way. | am afraid lest i
should turn aside from the straight path ; lest I may
1epose in the bowers of indolence and ease ; lest T may
Bleep on enchanted ground; lest 1 slrolxl(i,l)‘e(ensn,m-e:li
It not destroyed by unhallowed. curiosity ; _lestl ;
should be betrayed by my own presmnption ﬂ_ﬂd self-
Confidence.. I can remember some who have fg";
%aken the way and, fullen.into. snapes; and the b‘}‘
Yemorials of their folly are strewed alongmy pat.

'hy should I hope to pass unwatched Orulm"”"es‘;
&2 The enemy is not asleep.. Many, a time-have :
been bafiled. by his artifices,. Rest where I will o
13se when I may, he is always at my side.. And h?l’d
dream of peace?- Shall 1 not watch ands prn).."—-

Wl not presumption and sloth cost e dears==

to.!

Sty thy erring creatuve.  Forgive. thy w.-nndenit)nf
child, Keap, and-with the bounties of thy grace,hless

thy poor suppliant. Preserve him another year—
2t him not be conformed to this world. QJ\’C hiin
% Warm and humble heart. - Let nothing u‘.ter"l'l":
O retard hig progress towart the Zjon above:.

1 would live another yéar, if it: be my heavenly
Father's will. . And yet 1 would not live to sin, and:
all, and reproach my Saviour and his blessed cause.

tter die than to live to no good purpose! 1 would
live till my work is done—cheerful when itis most ar-
Uuoug, and grateful for sirengih according to.my day.
}ln 1 would not be afraid to die. Shall !.!xe child de-

e ta he away from his Fatner’s hmlsc; Slm_ll the

aveller, ulreu'dy weary, choose to have lx!s stay in the
Wilderness prolonged It were a .sml sight to see a,

istian die. with regret--to sce him go howe, us if ‘

he remarked, “Thess are thie things that make men! /e were going to. a prison! ©let me think wuch

zud ofien of my heavenly home!

“Jerusalem, my happy bome !
Name ever dear to me !

When shall my labours have an end,
In joy and peace in thee ?

Jerusalem my happy home ¥
My soul still pants for thee ;

Fhen shall my labours have an end,
When I thy joys shall see.”

Let me then often climb the mount of eontempla-
tion, and. prayer, and praise, and there try to ecatch a
glimpse of the glory to be revealed,and get niy cold heart
affected with a view of its yet distant endearments.——
Lowe to God—communion with God—devotedness to
God, these ave the foretastes of heaven. M through
the cares and duties.of secular life, 1 eannot preserve
an invariable tendency of mind toward that hely world
—Jetit be a more habitual and frequent tendency !—
Lfeel the sorrows of this guilty insensibility, tbis lan-
guor of spiritual affection, and long for those hallow-
ed moments-when the meltings of contrition, the fer-
vours of desire, the vividness of faith, and the hope
full of immortality shall shed their sacred fragrance
over my spirit, and make me pant for heaven, Nor
let it be a transient emotion, kindled by some mo-
mentary. exeitement, or awakened by some impulse
of the hmagination ;. but marked by ali the ard(‘)u.r, of
pussion and all the constancy of prineiple, Spirit qf
the Redeemer ! shed abroad. thine own Jove in this
poor heart of mine, and thus seal it to the day eof
eternal redempiion.. Let me greet every truth, every
providence, every meditation that shall invite ine to
more intimate intercourse with heaven. Let me
dwell upon the communications sent down from- that
hlessed world to eheer my fainting spirit and revive
iny colirage by the way. Letine woleome those mes-
sages of divine providence that are designed and adapt-
cd 1o intercept my constant view of earth,, and. bring
the realities of etegnity near.  Eet me grieve at noth-
ing that makes me familiar with heaven.. Let me
never mourn when some little stream of comfort and
joy is dried up, and [aimn driven more dirn:ctly to the
fountain.  Let me take afresh departure for the Jand
of prcmise frow the beginning of this New _\:eur. |
would fain look upward with a mere steadfast eye,
Land mareh onward with a fismer step. .Nor would 1
ose sight of the cloud by day, and the pillar of fire by
ekt but gowhere it goes, and rest where it rests.

“and who, who will rewmain behind 2 Who will D
sonteit ta have his hiopes hounded by the narrow
wenes of earth 2 Goup, fellow tran‘e“..‘rtxu mer:m_r;
ra up Lo some selected cminence of theuglt, where
y tendors of the-holy €ity shall break wpon yow

ihe sp i : ke
sew.  This world is notyour hoine, any more tha
wine. It cannot comtors you, more than it has con:

orted-mes¥ouwmay be eatled nway from all its scencs
i soon asl. Your :inumf*y 10 the grave may beshortel
sven than mine. Nay, this year, thou nimyes: die.
rs @ EHG 000
TRUTH BEAUTHULLY. EXPRESSED.

The following passage, beautifiil in its truth, and in
he expression of that trath, is from the editor of rlu’
Saltimore American., ft will be felt and appreciated
Hy every parent, and most heartily do we commend
it to the attention of ehildren.—- Boston Becorder.

« 1t children conld oaly be made aware of the heart-
felt delight with which purents beliold the develo, e
ment of talents and noblesentiments in theizoffspring,
with what avidity w«.m!d'.th'ey se_ek tite means ui.e;x-
panding the sphere of their m:el_hgen(re, 'm‘n? cherish-~
ing the moral sentiments that hnpart dignity to the
human character.  Frop infancy to manhood the
welfare and happiness of the child is the sole object
of the parcnt’s solicitude,, Under all circumstauces,
through good or evil fortune, the present and {utu:.e
condition of those whoin ‘they inay 'have recked iy
the eradle, or dandled on the kuce,. is the' p{)lm‘ star
10 which their aftections point with undeviaiing con-

stancy.

Shonld their path through life be prosperous; the
possession of wet i
in their eyes, asaflording the menlmxof'(':unieumg on
those who are in future years, (o be their represelita-
tives, the  Lonours that ml(‘_ml r:cl.m:ﬂ and- exnl}g.d
character, and should adversity be their lot, and diffi-
wulties beset them,they are forgotten in the hope that
eircumstanees may ensure a- better: fate 1o their chil-
dren. The child may be affectionate aund tender,
but the filial relation is notsusceptible of the intensity
of affection which belongs to the parentaltie. It is
this depth of love that enables xh'c‘ol.d to pass {rom
the stage of life without regret. I'hey feel that in
their children they will continue to: live, and that, how-
ever this world and its concerns may be Jost to them,
sueceeding - generations will recognize in their off-
spring portions of themselves. With what unspeak-
uble delight: does a father behold the first manifesta-
tions. of exalted intelligence in a son; and how: does

dth and distinetion is owly precious|

poseand sounduess of jntegrizy, If these feelings of
jgraliication are inexpressibly delightful, so on the
other hand the emotions with which he views indi-
cations of an opposite character, are utterly painful.

T'osee the object of his paternal solicitude over
whom he has watched day after day, and year after
Year, falling off from the path of virtue and deaf to
the appeals of honourable motives is to him a source
of bitterness, of regret to which no temporal blesging
can furnish an antidote. Honours may await him,
and the corfidence and love of his fellow beings may
for a moment cheer his path through life, but” when
he reflects that this honour and this love are to be
changed into contempt and dislike in the person of
his own child, he feels agif it were hetter to be de-
prived of all than to witness so heart rending a con-
trast. 1f there be reserved for human life a joy more
exalted than all the others, it is that of beholding its
last moments cheered by the fondness and aflection
of a worthy and virtuous progeny, and if there be a
pang more agonizing than any other, it is that of a
dying parent, whose last. thought rests upon the
crimes of a depraved butfendly loved child.”

. TYe Gleaner.

Munificent. Donation to the General Assembly'’s India
Mission.—On 4th July last, a collection, amounting
to £5, was made in the parish churel of Dunscore in
aid of theGeneralAssembly’s schools; and in the same
place, on the 29th ult. after very lucid and impressive
sexmons, ly the Rev. Br, Goidon of Edinburgh, a-
nother collection was made for the General Assem-
bly’s Foreign Missions, when the liberal sum of £7,
exclusive of the ordinary collection for the poor, was
realised.. We have great pleasure ‘in' being able to
add, that the minister of the parish recgived-a letter,at
the same time, from Mrs.Crichton of Friars’ Carse, an-
nouncing that the trustees of herlate husband had re-
solved to-appropriate to this most pious ohject the mu-
nificent donation of £1000, to be paid next Whitsun-
day. We understand that it is Mre. €richton’s ear-
nest wish that this money should be applied: for the
formation of three Lursaries, to yield a permanenpt
fund for educating native preachers, to be called the
Crichton Scholarships. This will add anether 1o the
many beneficent charities 10 which .the Jate Dr.
Crichiton’s fortune has given birth, and it is an exam-
ole worthy of imitation.—BDumfives Herald,.
BOOKS FOR THE BLIND..

Our resders are aware that Mr. Alston has already
:ompleted the printing of the New Testament, and
wany other works, in raised Rowman letters, for the
e of the blind, “Seme tite ago e coninereed the
{wrduous task of printivg the Gld Testament ; and
qaving finished the book of Generis, he proceeded
s a tour of all the Institutions for the Llind in Bog.
tund and Scotland, in order to ascertain the extent to
which they were willing to aid him in this important
work. - With the exception ef one, the dircctors of
I the Institutions expressed their readiness to assist
him by taking a proportion of the different volumes.
in their progress through the prese.  Lincouraged by
this consideration; he made applieation to Lord Jehn.
Russel, as Secretary for the Home Department, for
assistance fromthe Royal bounty to aid Lim in the
iccon plishment of this- benevolent objoct. We ure
bappy to state that the applieation” was transmitted
to ihe Lords of Her Mujesty’s Treasury, who have
Leen pleased to direct that an issue of four hunnred
pounds be made te him from the Royal bounty, for the
purpose of assisting him in the prosecution of the
work.—Scollislh Guardian..

EDUCATION IN RUSSIA;.

There hiave been, it appears, established in the
Russian empire during the lost five years, 1 unjver-
sity, 9 gymnasia(gramman schools), 49 districtschools
(some for the nobility and some for citizens), 289 pa-
rochial and 342 private schools, besides 96 hoarding
hiouses for nobleman’s sons, in conuection with the
grammar sehools.  The number of scholurs has been
mcreased by 25,000 and forms now, in the schools
under the Ministry,  a total of 95566. But the num--
berof persons receiving instructions in the whole
empire is stated to be nearly as 10 in 45. The num-
ber of studentsin the University of St Petersburgh,
during the last academical year was 413, Of these
192 were noblemen, 65 sous of superior officers 19
sons ot clergymen, 40 of the mercantile clnsses' 3L
sons of tradesmen, &c, und 5 foreigners, 'There
are at this nuiversity 42 profossors and tutos The
university library l'lqs-luxely been enriched by the puir=-
chase of the collection of Professor Schafer of Leip-
sie ;- which athong othier valuable works contained
633 Russian, not before in the library.. The Imperial,
lihrary now contains 425631 |rinfed volumes and:
17,236 MSS. The University of Kasan js incrensing
in importance for Orienta} Jiterature. It has long
had professorships of the Mongot and Chinese langug-
ges ; lately one has beeu added for theArmenian, with.
a solary of 4500 rubles, Aheneum.. '

-

he dwell upon actions that bedpeak:nobleness of pur-




