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near the table lsoittioog. '"I <la wiîb Jabe, wunldos't specir
tisat ua

Auoit, iaYv, a visiter fronto Vte Wesct, ptisheb lier chair uith
au -innipsatiemt inovnont furtîser froost Vio lire, fmowniug a
uitile; but Berthia, Fausser Mlacyvs ouiy danogiter, a girl of
sixteeoo, lookied frouso ber fâsher Vo hfohert, bier chcks scarlet,
lier cyce fuil of tears.

I (bidiO'V say I would lieo, yoso !" said the lamer iiarshly.

«"I said ye0n deservcdl Vo ho flngged for yonr caretessuesa, anîd
se you do. Ever since that nooey usas leftVo 3yen, you*VL'
seenîcl Vo uvant Vo go 3'oum owu way.",

Ill uî'lf go 0003 owoo wa3', toc!" 1'outtored the 10oy between
lois teccbi. ]3eotloa's qnîick: ear caught the words, and ste
vcnured Vo speak.

IFatbeo', Robert didoi't Inck Vtse isais, ijecasoe Joint Vold
lîlîs ot to, titi ho cauxe home."

l'Oh, Johbn toId hlmt not to, did he? Hou' long suioes John
took it uîmon hinîseif Vo Issue lois ordors? I Vhiuk I ans tlîe
nieVoe hobe3'ed on tîsese prcooises," uvas Vise quick: rejolooder,

anîd theo tIoe girl suas sileuced. "I suppose John told blos ot
to put0 oip the rails, aisn!" Vise ftanner edded, as if sonwilîioog
Vo end VIse cooîtroversy.

l'John said uottio Vo nise about that; I sioopî3' forget 1,"
said RIobert, snlleooly.

"0f course yen forgot iV! Ynu're xsiways forgettioig! If
rubber cc'nld bo ied 0i0 Vo yeoor oueuoory Vo stretels iV a littie,
iV wund be botter for 3yen. I dooî'V farget; if! 11<1, 1 wondem
in'iere yeîn would be?"

Ainut Mary looked at lies brother over ber spectacles. liem
usuali3' uild face qsoiu'reh u'ith excitemniot.

" Brother! " site sai<l, in a toose of disooîay.
"Of couorie you'd Val<o sides against oîîe! -Tise boy boas nfl-

ways licou excused. His mother onade a fooi of liooo, ns his
sis Ver di to. By and by, 1 shau'V be abhou'ed Vo speak lu my
cuislieuse."

Rlobert ttrew dowu tIse book whict lie bai taken up again
witb ans augry gostume, nd staiked ont af ttc mous. He uves
a lai, good-!oakiug becy of eilitemo, large ef lis cge, and
chuiie' lu hie moveusemts. Ttc fermer osîcee as if te would
cati hiosi back, but settied hionîseif li bis chair aganio, and
frowned.

"Ttc fact le, since bis uoscle left tiso tinat five tbousand dol-
lars," said Farinser Mâcy, Ilthe boy hasn't locen worth lois sait
tamie !

"Oh father, 3ou-"
"Silence!" said the old mari, testily. IVoîl youble is <ing

uothing bnt iongiug lor the tiose wlisen ho le Vweoty-oue, sud
cati put bis bauds ou that mooey. CasVle-buildiug- and read-
iugt that's vhsat lie gives bis Viosse to, aood ne slaviug like e
d og !"'

" ht's e great pity," said Autit Mary, anod ste spolie lu hem
slow, sweet way, so tîxet one coutl liorclly limagine there uvas
the toast Voueh of sarcasois li uhat she said, Ilthat George
<lidoot beave tte mnoey Vo yet0!l0

"Eh, you Vhiuk sa, do yos? " said VIse fausser, bis heavy
leatures lighitiog sop. "Look wist I could bic' doue ivitt five
Vhousaoid doIIers-and the place ueediug imoprox-exosot se
sîsuch! Ye, eveoî ose Vboxssaud wuld set nie np! And Vo
tiik nf cil Visat ooooneyu 13'iog hil1e, for Robert Vo cote it,
andi spend as ho îbeases. lie'll go off as soon as lie gets it."1

"lThat depends upio hou' yen treal isini, noy son," said
Graodisa Mxscy, iookiug up aood eting ber uceies.

"lTreat bitos!" said ttc farier lokogfomwerd, glariug et
Vhem ah. IlDon't I give hion a rosof and elothes and foed?
Wonld yonn have use lonuekle to the boy, Vo noy owsoit00, be-
cause ho le comiosg it possession of a littie bOtr' minne3'?
A i)retty father I sbiouîd I)e!"

Greoidusa Nlacy's needles clicked on, aoîd Aunut Mary looked
tbonghtfuilly at tise ire. Tise oid-fastioued cdock that hall
tcked in ils atocicoot cenoer fomr c'er seventy years sts'nak nine.

Bertha lied slippsed ont ni the mont, gouo tinrougi the kit.
eben, and up the back stairs. The wind usas risiug, aoîd the
milt, wh'ich baid juste bogdnn Vo lai), drove heeviiy agninst the
wuiudow-peoies ou the upî>er laudiug. Tise girl oîed su'iftly
down tht ooemmow passage lu tise demk, toward e door at ttc
fuirther end, Vlreugh the keyhoic ni wbict thero cause a faiost
liglit. Here ste stoîped auod tried the latot of the door. IV
did net let hem lu.

"Robert!" sîsocried. "Itob)ert!"
"lWhet le it, Berthe? I can't coonse dowu egein, and-I'd

ratiier ho nloose."
"But 1 uvatte speek oyou. O Rocbert, uvon'tyoms let soe iu?"
"Its tic uose; I wxon'V cosnte down'."

"No, younueesin't ; nocbody bas sont for yeno. I-I juet
uvanted VO 800 3'cdn!"

I.Well, boere I &ou," sud the door opened, s'uddeoiby, go that
tIse girl wto uwas lcaning egaiust iV alioîct fe11 Into the mont.
She recovereci berself, hnu'cuer, sud stood there iookioog et
hem brother wlth pitifnl eyes.

" I wisls I kioew ulsat Vo do," se said, and euded witb e
loîîg-drawo sigb.

II kuosv what Vo do! " ivas thse boy's rejoinder, aud be set
lus uoiouth stcrnly, so Visat theme svas lu bis face a curions
meseoublosuce Vo tioc old mnan down stairs.

"Yen woi't (Io aooythiosg woug, Robert, I koîow yen wvo't!"
she sai<l, ciaspioog ber bauds. "l'in sure tator i mans te cIo
everythioog for tihe best. Try iont tnoiiud!"

111 do Vry, I have tried, but it's ne uîse. Thiook I can't sc?
Father is ouadt because VoaV unooey is comng Vo mie, iustead of
hioso. I wisb Uncbe George had osever loft IV te oooc; I could
bave got aiong uithout IL. IV ouiy onakes me svretched ail
Vue inoe, Vioc say latter treats ooxe, and l'ui ired of !V"

"lBut, dear Rnoert, cvery oooe secs-I nieaos," site added,
ebeoskiug- berself-"1you have g-randusa and sue, wbe love you
dcarly! Dn't tîsat ooalce up Vo yotd for these littie erosses?
P"alier, though bu is sO rougis, loves yom very dearly; ho Is
prend of yen, but sornetbiosg bas smade tim irritable of laVe,
aod-"'

"'Yes, ever since Uucle George dled and left me that
nonuey," said Robert.

" Aod yon lenow he bias been mnakiug improvenieots on the
fatroo. Perhaps he bas got iro debt."

"'Well, that'snoV uiyflauiV," said Rnhert. I believo lunmy
soul voit %ish tIsat ooey tedl gonc e o ioo or yen."

«"O Robert!"
i" orgive osse, B3ertha! I knw how girls feel about sncb

things, and I' only naturel that yen should ivant Vo help
father; but I tell yn caoodidfly, if 1 hadt the moooey te.suiorrosv,
I wouldo'V 1a3 out a cent on Vhis ooiiserabic nId place. I haVe
il, ands l'os tired of beiug- treated like a cbild of five year's
01<1! Ail niîy faults and errors Vaîkeci over, no ontter ivbo is
by! l'ni tont goiug Vo îtaood iV auy longer. If bocean't ho
roasoooable, ho isint get sonie nie else beaides uie Vo v'ent bis

suite n.",
"0 Rtobert, îvbat are yoen yiî?
IlJust sohat I mnean. I wcu't stand it! lV's baid cooougb to

be coopcd up lut this nId country place, and Miien Vo l>e tyranî.
ojizîcl over fromt moruiug titi uigbt! Wht gond does iV do?
I can't Vnncb the rnoney ii l'us ni age, even ifIi feit like giv.
in- iV ail Vn hion."

"If yen won't mid iV, deer, Iiide evcrything I cani te make
3'nu happy."

"You're ewfully kiosd, Blertha, and you do aIl yon eau uow,
but don't you suppose I see houv uncoorteble hoe makes you
ail flci nosooy accont? Coule, yen're sbiveriug îvith the cold.
Take rny caudie aud go te bed; I've got anotter, and we'tI
taik iV aIl over somte other tinie."

Reluctenstly Bertha obeyed, svaltlng 00113 Vo kiss ber brother
good.uigbt. Wiîeo she meached ber roont she blew eut tte
candle, iolded a uvrapper about lier, and sat down in the little
spiiut rocker, Vo Vhiuk.

Sise foit as keeuly as Robert disi, lier fatber's inîjustice, but
wiiat couid shte do? She biad no mother Vo go tes, anod ber
gresodiother uvas Von loyal Va ber son Vo bMerne him lu words.
Shie eould osot taik Vo ber fAtter; ho svoutd have turoîed upon
ber as ho iîad befome, wvith the bitter Vaut thet she encour-
aecd ber brother lu is idîsuess, and excuscd acl bis short-
cetings.

The dlock strck edeveon aud fond ber stitl sittiug up, tryiug
te suive tbis probteuoî, how Vo keep bier bretiser frnon aooy rash
cet that ho îvonod regret lu allter life. Stmainiug ber ears Vo
listeto, ste theoght sibe beard the creakoog of a door.

IV mained bard uew. Ste couid. sec the tops oi the trees
onving i tIse uind, derk as iV usas.
A sndderîterrer seized ber. That eertaioniy vas not the rain

osor the wind, but the familier claosk of thse heavy chaito against
the front door. She rau Vo ber brnther's mntn, ber beart
beatioog licavily, ealled hini, but no ausuver cause. Gropîug
ber %vay Vo tbe bed, she feit over it, Robert uvas noV there-
tise bedt hall oot been toucbied.

Site could bave screcnîed fronti terrer, but site bond learued,
long before this, Vo onester hier imîpulses, and site crept down
stairs, to finit the front door unfasteued. Unheedingrsainansd
wid, site rau ont Ion the dnrkuess Vo the gaVe, which uses aiso
uulastened. Watch, the dcg, wue gene-be mîust bave fol.
îowed bis yonng master,

As loudiy as site dared, sie calied ber brotberle naine, aud
theoo, sure tboat he wao lsy this tinse ont nfi beariug, she rau
bacir to tbe bouse, fotnd a ssawl iu tIse babt.cbosot, sud left
the honse, shuttiug tIse door belîind ber, soi tly.

Tise oext train usas dute et haîf-past eleven o'ctock.
ltobeit muet b. weýiting et the littie station lu the woods,

balf a utîile away. The rain beat heavily, tIse wiud bbev se
flerceiy VbaV she caugbt ber breats with difficnity. . . The
path was bard Vo keep. Occasiooselly she staggered lu rng

the thick buebes on eitiier side the uarrow foot-way, sud once
sosiething bounded tiecs tbe moad, but beforo sibe coutl give
way Vo f riglit, shte f eIt tise coid nse of Watch agalust ber baud.

"0 Wiatcb, wtere is Robert? Carry me Vo him!" site cried,
souîewhat reassured now thot se badl a pretector. Presently
site stumblect ageiust the p!atforin of tise littie station, tisat
roe like a huge, black ebadow bofore ber.

"ltRobert! Robert! It le 1, Bertha; are yenI hefe? O Roboert,
dooo't leavenme! 1"

" Are you crauy, B3ertha! andi silch a thing- as this! o
sviii get yoir deatii--hô%v dared yott eonlc thrtdugh these
Woods?"

11I carne attee yôtl. RÔhiert, yod niust go back-you must!

It's nvtily oeldsli in yeu to run off, and father wiil be breken.
hearted if yeu (Io. Caui't yen bear as much as 1 cani? anid 1
ny a girl! Sec, 1 arn wet througb and tbrough, and cciii
ani friglitcued, but 1 won't mind it if you'll only corne hoint
If you go, l'Il stay out iii thse storni ail night. Hov cati 1 go
bock and tell thrnt you stole out of the hieuse like a thief, it

rniduight? If you msust go, Robert, go lut the face of the daj
and of cverybody. IV would, kill ie e hear people say you
liait run asvay. 0 Robert, think, lit will bie disgrace for ail 01
us-shame, misery and disgrace."

11I tell you I cauIt bear it 1" he salid, and etamped on the
louse boards of the piatforus. I might as weii go now ai
any urne.",

1 No, noV now, for my sake-wait et toast tili-tili I taik to
father. What would rnother say, Robert? If shte sees us ntea
-she broke dowu utterly, sobbing as her heart wonld breai.

"lCorne on-li go back," said Robert, 8iillenly. "If ere,
Watch!" the do.- carne bounding to his side. '<Stop cryiof,
Bcrtha-pnor littie thing, hnsv you shiver! There! there!'
hie 6aid, soi tening, as he put bis ssrrn about her, "we'll go on
the n, to keep you front getting cold-but, mind, I dotit
promise l'Il stay--only 1 won't go this tune."

It was a week atter Robert's atternpt to leave home, and
Bertha was v'ery sick. The f rigit and eLposure of that Ver.
rible night had brought on a lever,

Il con't thiuk hov the chlld tuok snob a cold," sald Auiti
.lary, as site camne into the living-reoom one rnnmning. "lFroi
the day she badl that miserable chili shte bas beu growing
steadily wnrse. l'on worried about lier, nd so is the doctor.
The poor chiid in ber deliriuom imagines Rtobert ts geofn.
awNay."

Granna Macy let her knitting fait intn ber lap, foided lier
bauds and looked sormowiully into the OIre.

'Its two years this onontb since ber mother died," she sai4
soitiy. "WIhere's Robert?"

"IUp stairs, wiVb her-ynu eaui hardiy get hlm out of the
rotir. Thse boy ia very fond nf ber. It ie for ber sabie, I fancy,
that ho didoo't beave home mouths ago." Aunt Mary l1111<
knew bew neariy she hiadt bit the truth.

Day aiter day dragged ou aud Vthe lever did its ivori.
Robert Isardiy gave hionseif time to eat, se auxinus was hae b
be by bis sister's bedside. He grew baggard, watcbing nigtA
aud day-reproaching hirneeli constautly.

"lYou'l stay now, won't yen, Robert?" abe said, leebly, ont
day. l'Yeu svon'tleave the nidbooue-yoo wou't leave father
atoone? Fatber wll be different vheu I-an gone."

"Wbho yen arc gene- O Bertha!" said tbe boy, loroceoob.
"Do as I did, when yn begged. me don there in the cl

depot, stay for ouy sake."
"If 1 coutl, dear-but 1V isn't ns 1 say,-and-I ivat yen to

promnise nie never tn leave poor fatber-aud wben the mnoue?
cornes-help hion aIl -ooo eau, wiii vouV"

,11,11 do everything yeu ask onie," sobbed the boy. 11I1
givebhlm aillthe uîoueyi. I don'V ivant it,-%ithout you."1

"Dou't you tbink," s aldOadna Macy, very 8oitly, to Atont
Mary, one day, Ilthat tiore's a great change corne over Jahez'
lie hnasn't spoken a croqs word to Robert since oir littie gid
caoue down oVaire. And the boy seeous like anther persoù-
as wiiiing and chipper about is work ns can be."

Aud Robert ivas snying to Bertha, wbo st, Wh'ite as a iily,
lu hem lit Vie splint rocker, by ttc svindow:

"I dou'ît care how bard I worc uon, aud l've told father ho
shali have eonugh of my money ta make aIl the impmovesient;
hse wnts te. I sisall neyer make a far-mer, be sees that noir,
b'ot l'Il find soouetbing more to noy iiking. I have been Idk
aud careless, and probably the money did bave soonething to
do ivith 1V, but I've chaugedl ail that.

11I mnale up ouly minci te it wben I tbought we were goig to
)ose yeu. O Bertha, il you bad died I shouid nover bave for.
given myseli !"-1oiahl'sî Coapcoiion.

Music.
As promised our readers at the beginnîng of Vhe

year, we herewith publish a piece of music-&
beautiful littie organ Volurstary, and Win lin s
future issue print stili another, providedl our read
ers .manifest a sufficient interest in the presett
seleotion te warrant us in going to the expense df
publi8hing a second une. The Voluntary has s
charoning meloay, very eweet and pretty, for a
parler organ ; or a piano either, for that matter.

If the melody bie taken up by a violin as a solo
with thse organ or piano ais an accompanimient, il
will be espeoially pleasrng.

If you enjoy this musical selection, you will con-
for a favor by writîng us and telling us so, alld
will also encourage us to further effort in thie line.


