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RILX4DINGS 1~FR03l (URRENT LITERA TUII].

ON A Busr OF GENE2ÇIIAl, GiANT.

Two staîtcas frttn, t1ue la4t litent w'nttei by Janes Iitssell Lîîweli, fil
,îrt,'sMoayaeic ftor M1arcît.

A r.tcs ail prose wbere Time's (benignAnt) haze
Softens ne raw edge yet, nom makes ail fair
Xith the begniling light of vanîshed days;
This is reîantless granite, bleak and bare,
Renghhewn and scornfnl of isthatic phrase;
Nothing is bere for fancy, naught for dreams,
Tha Prasent's bard, uncompremising light

Accents ail vulgar ondlines, flaws and seams,
Yat vindicates some pristina natural right
O'ertopping that hareditary grace

Which marks the gain or bass of soe tima-fondled race.

8e Marins looked, mthinks, and Cromwell so,
Net in, the pumple born, te thosa tbey lad
Nearar for that and costiier te the foe,
Nawmoulders for ld formis, by nature bred
The exbaustless liTe eT manheod's sceels te show,
Let but the pîeughshara eT portentous timas
Strike deep aneugh te reach them wbere they lie
Daspair and danger are their fostering climas,
And their best sun bursts from a stermy sky
Hea was our man of men, non wouid abate
Tha uttnîost due manhoed coutd dlaim of fate.

THE DELICHTS 0F JAMAICA.

THE climata of these uptands is perfect, rasambting the
Most lovly English summar waathar, with a resb, axhila-
rating feeling in tha air that racatîs Switzaland and the
Al-ps. The avenings, bewever, ara coolar than those ef our
E-nglish summar, se that when tha day closes it is pleasant
te have a ire eT fragrant cadar legs in tha sitting-reem.
The scenary ail arennd is strikingiy fine. BIne Monntain
Peak, tha highest meuntain in the Weast Indies, on wbosa
su1mmit, as is relatad with pida, ica bas more than once
bleen feund, risas on oe hand ; John Crow Peak on the
other, beyond which rise range upon range of mountains
tiitlting away in a bIna baza on the horizon. Belew glis-
tans the placid saa ; throtigbh ia psliBailes writbe like a
dark serpent with Port Royal fer ita bead, guanding the
lnagniiflzant barbour, while Il distance tends enchantaient
te the viaw" ef hot, dusty Kingston, with the Lignanea
plain brightaned bare and thana by tha green gleam ef cana
fields. The rides througli the high mountain district are
nfoet beautiful, but oe must have a steady head te van-
ture on le of the patha, which, in places, ara barely a
couple eT feet wide, the mountain rising sheer at oe sida
te a precipica at the othar, down wbich a single aise stop
On tha part eT oeas peny wonld sand oea spinning soe
conule eT theusand feet. On many of thesa paths it is
dangarous te stop fer a single moment, and impossible te
tnmn round or pasa man on baast. In oe instance a lady
dreppad bar handkarchiaf and bad te proead witheut it,
as the track is se narrow that ne oe wonld dismount te
00ck it np. Tha bis are thickly coered witb masses of
the largest and mest juicy wild straw barries te ha pro.
cured any whana;- in places thay grow as if piantad in
regutar beda. Cape goosaherias and blackbemnias abeund,
and thara are hilbamies in quantities, but the lewly shrub

rom which we wra wont at boule te, pluck tha latter bas
thane sPrung inte a nagulan troc, in whosa shada we ait
and rest whan weaaied with strawbenny picking. Enjoy-
able axpeditions may ha made in aIt directions. A ride te
the tep ef the paak and a night in the but near the sumi
"lit fer tha antarprising, or a tramp te the top eT cloud-
capped John Orow, clearing the way as wa go with
un achetas, the shriîî. whistle eT the unsean "solitaire"~
runlging aIl round us§; avery new Ebnd thon the prasenca eT
a wild bog hidden in the bush telling how much ha is dis-
turbed by the unwontad -intrusion. Se invigorating is
the air that oe may walk for miles witholJt feeling

fatigue. To the lover ef botany or the collectr of fans,

the higlands of Jamaica are simply paradis.-From the
ligllaýnds o .Iarnaica, by Lady Editit Blake, in North

-d nerca fleview lor Mtarch.

HORSEMAN5HIP AND POLO.

HORMIANsHip eîiginated in Auia. Our eaaiiast records
Of this noble axorcise locata it in Asia Miner ameng the
Tro jans. Hecter in the Iiad is the Ilhorse-tamfing Hec-
tor." In the catalogua of the wamiers whe contandad for
Helen on the Plains eT tha Tread, the Greaks (frem

Europe) ara unntioned only as navigators, archers and
spear-man ; but whan the peat comas te the Trojans (Asi-

son f Hytacs, wom lrgeand fiary steads bora front
Aribefro th rierSillais." . y. ilTha sturdy

bear ofPylmens, romtheEnatiwec stere
Of wld orss." . IlAnd the portais of Troy wara

Opaned, and the troeps rusbad eut, both foot and herse."
And the closing versa of the Iliad is familiar te aIl ache-
lana: " Thus indeed thay parfermed the Ennrat ritas ef
the horse-subduing HaIctor." It nuay ha neted, howevar,
that wbat wc now tormu cavalny combats wara net known
at that peried. Both Graak and Asiatic heroes roda in
two-wbaaled chariots epen at the rear, and the axias close
tthe grennd, the whaals bing ef small tiiza. Ffomn thase
cariots or cars thay hurlad thair spears. Wban it came
t swords, thay laaped te, tha gronnd and ought on foot.
hbe firt mentioni wa have of horsaback fighting ia in Par-

sian and iA.syrian aimeais. 'l'lie inhabitants of South-c
western Europe ived in a hilly, rugged country, unsuited f
te cavalry warfare. Such a method of fighting, as weiI as a
of exercise, was naturally practised on the vast plains ofc
Asia Miner and Arabia. When the ten thousand Greeks,E
hired by the younger Cyrus, rnarched against bis brother 1
Artaxerxes in that expedition whicb bas made Nenophon c
at once imuiiiortal and the terror of every school-boy in ç
Cbristendoma who inds himself plunged into the IlAna-(
basis " before lie bas mastered the Greek verb, the Greeks (
fougbit on foot, while the Persian Cyrus on horseback i
charged aloiost alone into the ranks of horsemen that1
attended his brother, and was cut down by their scimitars.t
The Persians and the Arabs were-likc Dazzle in Il Lon-1
don Assurance "-virtually Ilborn on horseback." A vivid i
picture of the early training in equitation of a Persian i
prince is affarded us in the Il Boyhood of Cyrus," by (
Xenophon. There could be no better style for us to copy i
than that of tbe Greeka. If we look at any one of the i
many models of Greek warriors, wa shall see at once thati
they look porfectly at home on horseback.-Froiib "Horse-
mnanship and I'olo," by Foxhali Keene, in Marchi Lippin.

THE SHORT/L'SIORY.
A~EtcNwriters, less greedy than Lord Bacon, bave

taken the short story for thoir province. Patriotism, to
be sure, compels us to blow our national trumpat in many
different directions ; but in this matter patriotism may bie
lef t wbere Lady Teazle desired to leave honour, and we may
rest on our own signal menit without any flourish of
trumpets. The French have brought the conte to the great
perfection of M. Guy de Maupassant, nlot to speak of
writers who are <ead, and te tbe lasser perfections of many
lesser men - England has Mr. Thomas Hardy, Mr. Steven-
son and Mr. Kipling - and translations fromn time to time
apprise pertions wh') read English and French only tbat
other literatures, tbe Sciavonia in particular, have a delicate
art of tbWir own in tbe short story. But thare is ne sign
that tbe art is anywbere se ricb, se varied or se fresh as it
is with us. In England it has been and remains foreign
and sporadie ; in America it is the rnost vital as well as
the most distinctive part of literature. In fact, it fleur-
ishes se amply that this very prosperity nullifies most of
the apologies for tbe Amierican novel. Perbaps the answer
miore oftcn nmade tItan axîy other te aLtacks upon that
departmient of fiction is that life in thceiUnited States 18
poor in variety, and especially in the contrast of classes,
which is frequently tbe only means of existence for an
English nove!. fiance, it is said, the cis-atlantie novelist
takes refuge in the Tennessee mountains, or in the inter-
national episode, or in Creele days of long ago, and leaves
the average of here and now te Mr. Flowells and a few
other hardy spirits. But tbe American sbort story, how-
ever episodic by nature, needs ne other nation te assiat its
episode. Nom dees it need the mountains of Tennessee or
the Creole past, although it scorns none of these adventi-
tiens helps te interest. t appears te have becoma, in
truth, the national mode of utterance in tbe things of tbe
imagination, and, taking its own wberever it finds it, the
sbort story bas become more and more variously expres-
sive.-À1lanlic AVotthlii er February.

(URIOSIrIleýS OF ANIMAL, AND> PLANT LIFF.

U'r is a inarked charactcmistic of the cactud tribe te bc
very tenaciouti of liT e, and when backed te pieces, te spring
afresh ini fuil vigeur from every scrap or fragment. Truec
vegetable hydras, when yeu cet down oe, ten spring in
its place ; every separate morstl eT the thick and succulent
stem has the power of grewing anaw inte a separate cactus.
Surprising as this pectliarity .seems at first sight, it is only a'
special desert modification of a faculty possessed in a less
degrae by almosi ail plants and by many animais. If yen
cut off the end of a rose-branch and stick it in the ground
under suitable conditions, it gows inte a rose-trce. If yen
take cuttings of scarlet geraniums or commen verbenas,
and pet them in moist soil, tbey bud eut apaca into new
plants lika thair parents. Certain special types can even
bc propagatad frein fragments of the leaf ; for example,
there is a particularly vivacieus begonia off whicb yen may
snap a corner ef one blade, and bang it up by a string

1from a peg or the ceiling, when, hi presto! littie begenia
plants begin to bud eut incontinently on avery side from
its edge8. A certain German professer went even futber
tban that ; he choppod up a liver-wert very fine into vege.
table mincemeat, which lie then spread thin oer a saucer.
fuI of moist kiand, and le ! in a few days the whele surface
of the mess was covered with a perfect forest of spreuting
little liver-worts. Roughly speaking, oe may say that
every fragment of every organism has in it the poear te
rebuild in its entirety anothar erganisma like thaeone of
which it was once formed a comeound elemant. Similarly
with animais. Cut off a lizards tail, and straigbtway a
new tail grews in its place with surprising promptitude.
Cnt off a lobster's claw, and in a very few weeks that lob-
star is waiking about airily on bis native rocks, with two
claws as usual. True, in these cases the tail and the claw
den't bud eut in turn into a new lizard or a new lobster.
But that is a penalty the higher erganisms have te pay for
their extreme complaxity. They have lest that plasticity,
that freedom of grewth, which characterizas the simplpr
and noe primitive forais ef lifa ; in their case the power
of preducing freali erganisms a ntira froni a single frag-

.ment, once diffused aqnatly ovar the whote body, is noy

con fined to certain stca zdcetîs wlicb,ii tbeir ileveloped
form, we know as seeds or eggs. Yet, even among
animais, at a low stage of development, this original power
of reproducing the whole from a single part memains inher-
ent in the organism, for yen. niay cbop up a fresh-water
bydra into a hundred little bits, and every bit will ha
capable of grewing afmesh inte a cemplete hydra. Now,
desert plants would naturatly retain this primitive ton-
dency in a very bigh degrea;- for they are speciaily
erganized te resist drougbt-beîng the survivons of gener-
atiens of drought-preof ancestors and, lîke the came],
tbey have often te struggie on through long periods of
time without a drop of water. That is wby the prickly
pear is se common in ail ceuntrias where the cliniate suits
it, and whera it bas ence managed te gain a foothold. The
more you cnt it down the thicker it springs ; eachi mur-
dered bit becomes the parent in due time of a numerous
offspring. Man, bowavar, with bis usual ingennity, bas
mana3,(ed te best tha plant on its own ground, and turn it
into a useful foddar fer bis baasts of burdan. The prickiy
pear is planted abundantly en bear rocks in Algaria,
wbere nothing else would grew, and is cut down whon
adult, divested of its thomnis by a rongh process of back-
ing, and nsed as food for camaIls and cattle. Lt thus pro-
vides fresh moist fodder in the African summer when the
grass is dried up and ail other pasture crops have failed
entireiy. The flewers of the prickly pear, as of many
other cactuses, grow apparently on the edge of the leaves,
which atone might gîve the observant mimd a bint as te the
true nature of thosa tbick and flatteried expansions. Fer
wbenever what look tike leaves bear flowers or fruit on
their edge or midrib, as in the famniliar instance oT
butcher's breom, yeu may be sure at a glanco tbey are
really branches in disguise inasquerading as foliag.-
Grant Alleu, in Longmnans zlfaqaziine.

EVERY mari wilf be thy friend
Whils3t thon hast wlîarewitb te spend
But if tby store of crowns be scant,
No uutan will supply tlîy want.

-Shake'speare.

JUST PUBLISHED.

Impressions of Italy.
ly l'm ii. l3oulot W'v. Tran.slate! lby M ury .. Serrano.

IVol., 1 211)0, cdoî, glît, top,$1 0 -

A' ii tftnil anti uncouven tiîttîl, volume. Catheirais, jtaintiiigs,
Jautlscaps's, tirets, cusatoisi ail tlŽese antd ttore are the îultjects of its
pages. M. Bourget bats the raro art of nonittilig ncetflicss detailsi; bis
readers are tiiunstresented ivitl a series iIttrstot ïs tertio
long after tae book 4s laid! asile.

My Lady's Dressing Room.
A Miinual cf the 'loil,, Adtuptuýti frontu the French

of tbe Baronne Stat-le, witb an initroducionî andi
netes bhv IlARRtUCrTiti uit!>Ayieit. \Vîi h Lpr.
trait. I)aint)y tover, gilt top, I vol., 1i 2uuuo, S1.0

Nvithitlie Barnone taffc,'s botok as ait admnirabtle antitti itrjtative
itasta for her nwn woîk, Mrs. AYoi' itas itreltarotikt valitttble inantial of Mte
toilet t1iat i ll lie lctnd attltcitilly adaî'ted tu Clio utteds of Xsnoricant
ivoinen.

Cassell's Complete Pocket Guide
to Europe.

Plantued by E. '. Stetntau. Colupileti hy Edward
King. Býovised by M. F. Sweetser. I, vol,
leather binding, $1.50.

Att t xttire1 yit, pw cdifitn of ttis toîtuiar gîîttit, w itti new imat and
ltrotigh l, W dt tate l'y Mr. EtiiutttlClarenice Stetioatilwitlt the aid of
skjitlrtl exîtorts in Europe. The conveniont Aize oni tiis gtuide-bnek, its
cornpleteiiess anti titoronigliacî,ritey, have elicitedth ie ltighest itraise
froti, it iulitudte of traveilers and tonnis whn thavoeiested its iiierits.

In Tent and Bungalow.
By "' Art I diaexii,'auctor of ' I ualian I dyls," etc.

1 Vol., I 21o, unique cdolh t 50îtg S>cents.
(Thte ' Uitkiioïvn '' fiLraiq.)

Renee and Colette.
By DEBUTl LAFEa'S'r. Translat' d from tbe French

lîy Mu-s. Benjamin Lewis. I vol., l2m, cloth,'
75 cents;- paper, 50 cents.

The
By

Angular Stone.
EMILIA PARDo BAZAN, author of IlA Christian
Woman," 41 A Wedding Trip," IlMerriiia," etc.
Translatad Tnem the Spanish by Mary J. Serrano.
1 vol., l2mo, cioth, 75 cents ; paper, 50 cents.
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