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there will flot be ]and enough in the entire country to sat-
isfy the railways. The railways will own ail the land,
and will stili be un8atisfied." It must net be forgotten,
ifloreover, that the lands already bestowed are largely
Ilthe pick and choice of the country." The Commercial
goes on to argue with mucli force that, apart from the danger
Of exhausting the supply, the policy of land grants to cor-
porations or private speculators is iniquitous in principle,
IlThe Public lands should be beldi for the people." We
have flot no space to follow the argument in detail, or
to discuss the important question involved. Wbatever
Inay be said in favour of the cautions giving of land-grants
as the onîy available means, if it be buch, of building rail-
roade and opening up the country, the giving or selling
for a trifle of large tracts or small to private speculators
and corporations is demonstrably wrong. Vastly better
't WOld be to distribute it in second homesteads, for in
that case no one man couîd acquire more than three hua-
dred and twenty acres. The Commercial is right, too, in
""listing that in casesi where the injury bas been already
ole, it should be counteracted as f ar as possible by holding

the corporations strictly to the conditions upon which the
g'rants were given, and reclaiming for the public, on
equitable terras, the lande, in ail cases in whicb the condi-
tions have not been fulfilled. We agree with our con-
teInporary in commending the subject to the thougbtful
Cnsideration of the people of Canada, as one which con-
erne the welfare of ahl.

W IlLE we are by no means sure that it would be sound
in principle, or wise in practice, for tbe Government

Of Canada to commence a policy of Ilencouraging talent "
by providing places in the public service for ber budding
or blooming geniuses, it is impossible not to sympathize
w*ith the proposal made the other day in Parliament by
Mr. McNeill and heartily concurred in by Mr. Laurier,
that a position in the Library be given to William Wilfred
Ct'alnpbell. Mr. Campbell is, it appears, already in the
Public service, being employed in the Railway Department
st $1.50 per day. No one wbo bas read the poem
"Mother " cau doubt that Mr. Campbell is endowed with

POetic talent of a very high order, and, tbough there is
1 iuch to be said in favour of leaving geniue, as well as
111ediOcrity, to make its own way, there can be no harm in
throwing an opportunity in the line of that way, when it
CS*1l be done without loss to the public or injury to the
8efrespect of the individual. Both these conditions couldi
"i0 doubt be met, in the way proposed, for there must be
service that could be rendered by such a man in connec-
tIl'with the Parliamentary Lihrary wbich would be a fair
e4uivalent for a moderate salary, and in the performance
of Which he could gain time and opportunity for the fuller
evelopment of hie rare poetic powere.

M1TIER the Emperor of Germany is a man of most
Uncertain moode, or the responsibilities of bis high

Position have wrought a ealutary change in hie character.
We alI remember tbe jingoistic speeches which in the early
ilionths after hie accession threatened the peace of the
World. The diplomatists of Europe for a time almost beldi
the breath as tbey waited for hie next utterance or
ra0venent. After a little, a turn of the kaleidoscope
ahoWeed the Emperor in the rôle of a social reformer,
lîteresting bimeelf in the welfare of the workingman,
1'e Ing to the tale of bis grievances and trying, in what

St, ay now regard as genuine earneetnese, however ecep-
t elwe iay have been at the time, to master the indu-

trial situation with a view to its improvemient. For a
e%r Or more past aIl the acte and utterances of the man

Whleadvent to the throno was dreaded, as would be that

of 0ebadi a torebouse of combustibles, have been

4 Ould do honour to the heart as well wste dord are u
ýbtistian monarch. Sooner than procipitete a war which

%rned inevitable, for the sake of securing a preliminary
%dv%1tage, he would use hie influence to postpone it even
tr a ronth, ini the hope that a way of peace might be

fln If this i, in truth, the Emnperor's feeling, and we

8e O no reason to doubt hie sincerity, the eflect in
t Ioging, and posibly perpetuating, the peace of

tolpe muet be very great. Nor bas he conflned himself
W'Ords alone. Hie recent action in removing of hie

t'1 free will the irritating pas8pOrt regulations, which
%v done 80 much to exasperate the French on both sides

If the Alsace and Lorraine border, wae an act of justice
à go0d sense bordering nthe magnanimous. Ri% eih

THE WEEK.

subscribing to the PRussian lbau sprae famr
doubtful character. It seems to be suspected in diplomatic
circles of having 1been prompted by a shrewd confidence that
the Gerinans would of their own accord refuse to subscribe,
thus mnaking the Czar's rebuff ail the more marked and
cutting. If it stood alone it migbt suggest that as the
most reasonable interpretation. Viewed in connection
with other acts, stich as those referred to, there is at
least room to ascribe the more charitable motive and hope
that the change was prompted by a genuine desire to
remove unnecessary causes of irritation, and pave the way
to a better state of feeling betweeu the two great Powers
concerned. The future course of Emperor William will
be followed with increased interest by reasoîi of late moni-
torious words and doings.

110W FREE TRADE WITII TuE WORLD
IIOULD BENEFIT CANADA.

IT is a well known historical fact that the manufacturersIof Great Britain first opposed the doctrine of free
trade, and tien warmly adopted it. It je also an indis-
putable fact that the reason for their change of mind was,
largely, the recognition of the fact that free trade, by
enabling tbem to buy their materials in the cheapest
markets, and by cbeapening the cost of living for the
workinginan, would enable theni to greatly lower the cost
of production, and increase their margin of profit. Whilo
free trade, however, gave a vast impetus and a solid
foundation to the mauufactunîng industry of Great Britain,
it disturbed for a tirne the agricultural industry, a-nd it is
only now, indeed, that careful observers are able to inform
us that the British faruiers in general are successfully
adaptiîîg their iiiethods and their productions to the new
conditions that wero brought about by the adoption of free
trade. That the British fariner bas bad a strong under-
current belief that the principle is the right one in the end
is surely ovidernced by the fact that during these manyv
years of hie struggle no pî'otectionist party bas gained a
serious footbold with the people.

1 propose to endeavour te show in this article that the
principle which bas se vastly benefited Great Britain on
the wbole would also vastly beneit Csnada as a whole. It
would be absurd, of course, to argue that beca use free
trade bas henefited Gireat Britain it would henetit any
other country, and therefore Canada, as the conditions in
the two countries are entiroly diflrent ; and it is the con-
ditions alwaye whichi muet govern any political or fiscal
tbeory. Great Britain je essentially a manufacturing
country. Her cultivatable area is not sufficient to afford
food-stuifs for ber great population, and ber wealth bas
therefore to depend upon the fulleet and most economical
use of the natural and other advantages which make ber a
world worksbop and a wonld carrier. Cheapne8ss 0 pro-
duction is the simiple, open secret of ber commercial and
manufacturing power, and cbeapnlees of production is beet
olitained by the freest of free trade.

Now lot us apply that, principle to the conditions of
Canada. Canada is essentially an agicultural country.
ler cultivable area is vastly in excese of the neods of
ber population, and the exporte of surplus producte of the
soil have always been greatly langer than the exporte of
manufactured articles. She je not, and is not ikely to
be for many years to corne, a world workshop. But she
is a world food-raiser, and any policy tbat will most
strengthen ber position in that respect je the one that will
moet groatly add to ber general wealtb. Now, I contend
that the farmers of Canada need to be placod in the samne
position as the manufacturers of Great Britain. Tbeyehould be enahled to produce their exporte et the lowest
possible cost. To do thi8 tboy muet be allowed to buyeverytbing they need in the cheapeet markets, wbetber
their wants refer to the houeehold or to the farm. Tbey
should be allowed to buy clothing and every othen' neces-
sary of lifo where thoy can buy them cheapeet, and no
restriction ehould be placed upon the implements, the
machinery, the raw materials and the fentilizers required
for the farrn. Free trade, and free trade only, can enable
our farmere to buy in the choapeet îuarkets, and therefore
produce et the lowest possible coet.

Such, in bold outline and plain worde, is the free
traden's position ; but there remain to be considerod thepracticability of the principle and its general effecte apart
fromn the advantages that would accrue to the agricultural
interest.

For the purposes of Govorrnent a tariff, whetber it be
for protection or for revenue, je neceeeary as long as the
people are unwilling te accede to direct taxation. The
pracbical difficulty which arises is the question whether the
difference between direct and indirect taxation can ho
made sufficiently dlean to the electorate. By both of thepolitical pirties, directly and indinectly, direct taxation
bias bden made s0 much of a bugbear tc frighten the tiuuîd
that it le doubtful if an intelligent expression of opinion
on the subject could be obtained at the pelle at the present
time. The farmers of Canada are as blind to thein own
intereets as the manufacturers of Great Bitain were wben
Mr. Villiers aiid Mi.. Cobden began to speak to iliem.
But there is more in the way than the ignorance of the
lectorate regarding direct and indirect taxation ; there ie

the natunal beitancy as to the effect of free trade upon
our manufacturing interoste. Some of our manufactures
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would sufer ; there is net the slightest roomu for d mbt
about that. Some worksbops (let me state it frankly)
wbich sbould neyer have been opened, would be closed,
and there would be a temporary disturbance of the manu-
facturing intereet in Canada just as thero was a tempor-
ary disturbance of tbe agricultural intereet in Great Britain.
But the manufactures indigenous and proper to the count ry
would not eultèr, and would have no further burden laid
upon tbem thfn to adapt their productions and their
metbods to the needs of the home market. By a parity
of reasoning with what bas been observed in Great Britain,
the manufacturers of Canada would sece that their most
substantial interests lie in the best development of the
chief source of the country's general wealth. The parity
of reasoning, of course, can only be properly carried out
by a recognition of the fact that the conditions in the two
countries are almost opposite.

As to the general effecte of free trade upon the country,
apart from the advantages that would accrue to the
agricultural interest, there is an immense arcanum of
thought opened, both political and national, or rather
national and international. The free trader sees an
unhampered, succeseful agricultural population, stesdily
growing in culture and knowledge and forming a solid
and permanent national groundwork. He secs a whole
people devoting themseeves to the clevation and advance-
ment of an industry for which the country as a whole is
most suited, and which moat greatly adds to its wealth.
And he sees in it, moreover, the true Independence that
will lead to the most lasting Federation of bis Anglo-
Saxon brothers. Is it merely a dream ? The question
bas yet to be threshed out.

Ric/uuond, Que.
JC. SUTHEîRLAND.

A PARSONS rOIVDERINaS ON" SUPP>ORTI-
[NG YOUR SUPI>ORTI',?8."

J HAVE juet read MnY WEEI Of to-day (Sept. 18), and
tits firet page bas sot nme a-thinking. It discuesed the

New Fraude Bill, and took high moral ground-very higli
indeed ; it demanded that the Fraude Bill slould begIin
higber. It would inake it hot, not only for the mar who
gives presents to a Miiiter, but even for Ilthe man wlîo,
baving sold or wishing to sell goode to a departrnent, mnakes
a contribution, voluntary or solicibed, to the electoral fuiîd
of the party to wbicb the Minister belonge." Now tji.s
would ho indeed boroic treatment, and mighlt eventually
reverse the prosent order of thinge, driving out of exi*
tence Iltho unlimited collection and use of money for
election purposes," which is confessedly the bane of our
political syetem.

1 arn not enougb of a politician to discuss the ethie of
this question from a political etandpoint, but, asi a pal-son,
1 would suggest that the proposed legilation should begin
even bigher yet. Instead of confining itself to Ministers of
State and their clients, suppose it should reach even to
Ministors of Religion and their flocke ? The onforceriient
of the rnaxim, "lSupport your supporters," soînetimes falis
heavily on the clergy. Many a tirne is a poor pastor
rernonstrated with by the members or officiaIs of bis con-
gregation for flot eupporting hie supporters ; many a tirno
doe ho get somne sucli hint as thie, I waat to tell yon, as
a friend, that Mr. Tozer is ofended with you; lie taîks of
leaving your church and joining Mn. Smith's or Mr.
Brown's cburch, because you don't deal at bis store." Now
under such circumetances there are two courses open te t1ie
ofnding minieter. On the one band lbe may pursue bis
own indepondent way. Ia that case he will loso Mn.
Tozen, and then ho will soon hear the mutteninge of die-
content at hie alienating the members of hie flock. On
the other band heornay submit sud patronize Mr. Tozer
henceforth ; in that case ho muet I"grin and bear it " if ho
sbould perchance find himself the victim of stale grocenies,
or tough meat, on ilI-fitting garments, all purcbased at the
bighest pnice, in order to rotain the good graces of Mn.
Tozer.

Now the question is : Supposing the parson adopte the
latter course, ise oa "Boodler" I Iconfees Icannot draw
the line betwoen hie conduct sud that of a contractor, lct
us say-who subecribes to the election fund. The diffen.
once seeme to mie to be one of degree and flot of kind. To
be sure thero is a vast difference betweea the amiunit of
the coatractor's choque sud the poor parson's littIe grocoî y
bill, but the principle in1 each transaction is the sanie, 1
ween; it is Il supportiag your supportere." Now, if I arn
correct in my promises, 1I muet needs confese with a heavy
heant that I have more than once in my life been guilty
(or the victirn) of this species of IlBoodling."

The fact is the Old Adam in us sîl dies bard, sud
legielation, in order to exterminate him, muet go very
deep. How would it be for the Governrnent to onact that,
IlWhosoeven shaîl join any congregation or churcb sud
subecnibe to ite funds in order to obtain the customi and
patronage of the members of such church or of the pastor
thereof, ,hall bo judged guilty of Boodling" or again,
"If any paston of a churcb shaîl patronize aay ebop or

store, and so makre bad purchases3 or bargains, simply in
order to secure or retain the attendance in bis church of
the master or owner of such shop or store, hoie halho
judged guilty of Boodling I

Alas! if such laws were passed 1 wonder how many
would escape of aIl the preachers who have of late aroused
the indignation of the ]and witb their eloquence concerning
wickednees in high places 1


