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and educational handhooks. Only Canadian aspirants to
authorship need apply."

This is, beyond cavil, a legitimate appeal; but unfortu-
nately there is no address given to which the interested
persons may apply. That Canada bas writers capable of
first-class work in some-or for the sake of argument let
me say al-of these departmnts of prose literatune is
granted; although they are not numenous.

The whole of the eminently readable books by Canadian
authors would not make a decently-sized lending library,
and the difficulties in the way of addition are great, though
perhaps not insuporable.

Mn. Mercer Adam very pertinently asks to ho shown
"bow these additiotial writers are to be employed and
nemuuerated, before thoy are disengaged from their present
pnesumably profitable occupations 1 " I helieve Mn. Morcer
Adam bas asked this saine question before, and, s0 far as
Iara awaro, no satisfactory auswer bas been given.

I would ask in addition: "lIs thore really any propen
demand for native iterary wares in Canadai " What 1
have heard froin many authors and publishers loads me to
beieve that the demand that does exist is s0 small as to
make it a matter of grave douht wben or bow to, publisb
any book. "'S. A. C." will prohably remember that a
certain volume of dramatic and other poetry was delayed
aeveral yoans Ilowing to the inertness of Canadian interest
ini Canadian literature." Is the present time more pro-
Pitious for adventures in the field of Canadian publication?
Perbape Mr. George Martin or Mr. Arthur Weir might
enligbten us ail on this point. It is oxtremoly doubtful,
and a matter to whicb an off-hand answer cantiot ho given ;
but I think the evidence that could be supplied by the
majority of authors and publishers of Canadian books,
issued say ini the last ten years, would not be suffic-ient to
establish a boief that more prose is really wanted from
Canadian auti ors by Canadian readers. There are some
who would welcome any good book, Canadian or othorwise,
to their library ; but the most of Canadian readers prohably
prefer the circulatung to the private library.

Certain enthusiasts, who believe that everything Cana-
dian is therefore gond and to ho encouraged and applauded,
may hold other opinions; but do tbey not perh9.ps mea-
sure the ntellectuai requirements of their less book-hungry
Irethreu by their own abnormal appetiteO

t is hardly deuied that hooks published during the
last decade by Canadians in Canada have not been justly
romunerative to their authors, and the reason is that there
does not exist a sufficiently interested reading class in
Canada to give Canadian writers empîoyment. 1 know
-y views will ho regarded with disfavour by some, and
especially by those who attempt to pas8 counterfPit for
coin of the literary realin, and succeed in doing so-
a'monq theilmelves. 1 bave called attention before to the
Spirit of false pride and Servile adulation that permeates
much of what is called criticismi to day. It is amusing to
read and hear the indiscriminato Pulogies bandied between
some writers. nhe shuttlecocks of flattery are tossed
about by the battiedores of vanity in the game of mutual

"uf.lTickle yo one another," seems -to ho the text of life
for a certain cîsas of litorary aspirants. Fauîts and follies,
glaring and naked, are overlooked, aud the jain of praise,
which cannot of itself preservo, is plastered over many a
mouldy crust, in the hope of deceiving tbe palate. Trhe
strong band of impartial criticisnj, which sbould be rea dy
to smite bard, if need be, is se, afraid of putting itself
into a sling that it is often covered with the kid glove of
iuterest, and offered ail round to be shaken. This is not
oniy a mistake, but a crime. t does manifest wroug to
those whom it affects to assist.

I do not wish to be mistaken and misrepresented as
hefore. This is flot stated to ho a general rule with
Canadian writers - but 1 know that -the evil exists, aud in
no0 suiil quautity, and I do not hesitate to affirm that its
presence, in any degree, bas a most damniug influence on
any litenany development. More prose of this kiud sbould
certainly not be wanted. Fortuuately it is self-destruc
tive ; but it destroys that whicb it feeds upon also. Mauy
a firm baud bas heen made unsteady hy intoxicating
draughts of flattering applause witbouit any corrective.

There is a large visible quautity of good prose aunually
given to Canada in newspapers aud periodicals, aud that
15 the forn in wbicb it must ho chiefly administered to a
people so fully occupied with its daily business as to enjoy
little leisune for deeper neading and bigber culture. A
few of oun writers are using outsidc opportunities of
literary labour successfully. Severai books by Canadians
bave been published in Euglaud aud the United States,
and it is only by coin 1)titiofl in the langer spbenes of
literary activîty that a jnst recognition and neward can be
gained. Thene are individual alternatives. Any person
can publish bis work at bis own expeuse and accept the
resulta. A icb publisher might issue a Canadian lihrary
froin patriotic motives, to which more prose wotild always
ho welc0Ume, the author to ho newardcd hy the bonour of
represeltation.

But until the Canadian reading publie can be cou-
vinced that the best books are not witten aud publisbed
out of Canada, iu aIl departmetits of literature, tbey will
continue to ignore the pretelisions of those wbo believe
the term Canadian to ho a guarantoe of gcnunne and
literary excellence. In the meanwhile lot me ask Erol
Gervase to tell us how the "lmore prose wanted " is to ho
obtauned, and to suggest that, if that piner for more prose
has exhaustod the stock of what alneady exista as prose,
there *8 a great deal of the so-called poetny that could well
be inohidled under that bead. Yours truly, SÂREPTÂ.

THE WEEK

THE ROBIN.

BiRD of tbe golden bill and ruddy broastl
That from the apple-bough this glorious monn
Pipest thy few ricb notes, as if in scorn
0f ail wbo seek than thee a longer nest,
Art thon forgetfual of the niossy nest,
Where tny impatient mate awaits forloru
The meal thon went to seeir for those uew-horu
Unfeather'd fledgliugs wbicb thy marniage bless'd'?
Bebold! the browu hawk sails the lambeut air
With tireless wing, and that quick angry cbirp,
Proclaims a sparnow figbting to usurp
The nest another huilt with so much cane;
Thon homeward, Robin, ho tby flight pursuing
Lest too long dallying prove thine own undoing.

SAREPTA.

ART IVOTES.

IN the Art Journal wF read : Antists ail tell the same
tale that year hy year the standard of admittance to a

place on the English Royal Academy walls rises higher.
Much of this is due to the cycle of bean yeans through
whicb we have been passing. Nowadays, when huyers
are not only few but more disciminating, it requires cdu-
cation, talent and thougbt to ho bestowed or the picture
inay as well have remained uupainted. Academicians no
longer retain to tbemsolveg the best and largest part of
the wals; nineteen of the members only Boud one work
oach, and edoyen othors but two eacb ; and of the total
nuinher of pictures exhihited only one ini ton are the work
of the R.A.'s. This moderation spoaks well for the oid
membors of the Academy.

Mn. Henkomrs picture of The Chapel of the Charter-
bouse bas heen purchased for the National collection from
the Academy watls for eloyen thousand dollars. The
inonoy is froin tho Chantrcy bequest.

A well-kuown dramatist is said to have obsenved of
Flogarth's wonks that tbey were a constant encouragement
to him, becauso ho foît in looking at theni that noue need
despair of immortaiity. The same may ho said of David
Wiilkie, wbose earlier subjects of the Blind Fiddler type,
altbough commouplace enough, have a charm w1bich aiways
attaches to true transcnipts of every-day human life with
its joys and sonnows.

Apropos of Aima Tadoma's principal picture of this
yean, whicb is 130w beiug exhibited in London, Eugland,
Portfolio says : The growing fashion of assistiug an art
exhibition with descriptive and biographical literary accom-
paniment if not wbolly commendablo, as the tendency is
to prejudice the spectator spart from the meit of the
work itsolf. Lt might a1so bave ststed that a great desi
of the litorary work aforosaid is simply sdvertisement!

" Can we think," said Mn. Richmond at the late Liver-
pool Art Congress, "Iof Ginotto or Michael Augelo drawiug
away for days without onue single motive to prompt but to
copy sometbing with a stump on a shoot of white paper?
Can wo oec Sandro Botticelli uoatly inisbing a dreary
drawing of a naked life guardsman in order to obtain a
premium or modal ? Emphstically wc auswen, No! If
art education, instead of heuug mechanical aud monotonous,
is to encourage the studeut and to develop what skilt and
intelligence there are in him, the first stop to ho takon in
our schools is to abolish the systein Of lahoration of shad-
ing with stump aud point, aud rendor fornis hy the bnush.

Tm PLAH.

THE CANADIAN SOCIETY OF JMSIUINS.

A CCODLN Gto arrangements entered upon at the hastA inter Session of this organization, the Convention
for 1889 met last week in this city. In an age of conven-
tions it maY ho thought that the special one dealiug witb
the divine art is not likely to croate more than a pasBing
interest. Yet on this occasion, at least, questions of 80
much importance wore dwelt upon sud discussion rau 50

high, that sympathy with and appreciation of the points
naisod were largely participated ini by the members sud
friends present.

The society appears to ho doiug good work, but, from
the rernarks embodied in the President's address sud the
Secretary's report, it is possible that it xuay ho ouabled
to do still botter work in the future, the whole standing of
the society boing affected hy the resolutions adopted in
favour of i3utrance examinations. To raiso the standard
of membership is undoubtedly to promote a more genuine
musical culture. At the saine time, ample provision will
ho made for such musicians-belonginig rather to the
executive than to the theoretical side of art-as may wish
to joi 8 wortby sud ennohting an assembly. The coun-
try visitons were numerous, sud muRt bave been highly
delighted witb their reception. The trip gave sucb an
oppotunity of seeing the Normal School, Trunity College

-where the Ladies' Reception was held-and of beaning
soveral Of Our leading executauts. To have heard the
performances of the Conservatory Strng Quartette alono
must have amply repaid the friends froin a distance. The
Programme Committee worked well together, sud decided
upon shoPt but excellent programmes, iutnodncing to the
Society sucb artias as the quartette alluded to, Miss Da Ore,
a youug violiuist of undoubted talent, Miss Maud Burdette,
Mdmo D'Auna sund Mn. Dinelli. The selections ombraced
the famous Tschaikowsky andante, a Mendelssohn quar-
tette, a Mendelssohn concerto, a Handel concerto for the
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organ, and a charming IlCapriccio Pastorale" for piano and
strings from the gifted pen of Signor D'Aunia. The
essays were fully up to the requisite mark, and the new
feature entitled "lQuestion Box," afforded some amusement
and a good deal of solid instruction.

The resuit of the election of officers made Mr. Edward
Fisher President, and Mr. Aldous, of Hamilton, Secretary.
The future of the Society is now an assured and heaithy
one, and if recitals and concerts of such high value, essays
of âo much clearness and erudition, ând conditions of
absolute genuineness are presented to, the public another
year, there can be no question that the Canadian Society
of Musicians is an organization worthy of a long and
honourable existence. The next Convention will be field
in the summer of 1890, but in what city bas not yet been
decided.

L ETTERS 0F 'PRJOMA VA RL YLE. +

TUHESE letters,! as we are told in the preface, are selected
Lfrom a great mass, mainly addressed to, the varions

members of Carlyle's faiiy, and afford an account of his
life froin his marriage to the period wben bis fame was
about to be established, by the publication of bis "French
Revolution."

Letters, letters, letters, are like faml'lts" Words,
words, words," rather monotonous reading, when they are
simply thrown together, with no connecting thread of nar-
rative. After Froude's achieveinent it is perhaps the fair.
est way to treat Carlyle. We could have wished, bow
ever, for a different arrangement. Anyone who remeni-
bers the intense interest witb whicb ho read Byron's lot-
ters, as edited by Tom Moore cannot help heaving a sigli
of regret that the editor had not set bimself a more diffi-
cuit task, and produced, for the reader, a more pleasing
resuit. llowever, they give us Carlyle as he was, without
note or comment. We sec bim as clearly as if we were
looking through Friar Bacon's prospective glass,--a long
way off, but kind and genial, notwithstanding bis dys-
pepsia, with lis great sont looking beyond the phantasmna-
gonia of time to the unchanging realities of eternity.

Tojudge from the evidencebeforeusthere were nevertwo
more affectionate beings than Carlyle and bip wife. Thus he
addressed ber a short time after they were niarriod :
IlDearest wife,-What strange magic is in that word, now
that for the first tinie 1 write it to you ! . promised that.
1 would tbink of you sometimes ; whicb truly 1 have donc
many times, or rather ail times, witb a singular feeling of
astonisbment, as if a new ligbt had risen upon me since we
parted, as if tilt now 1 bad neyer known how precious iny
own dearest littie Goody was to me, and wbat a real angel
of a creature she was."

This is not the only passage of tbe kind. We might
select many of the same sort. His praise of her affection,
goodness and tbrift, was unstinted and constant.

Another feature, not only of this work but of ail
Carlyle's writings, is his belief and trust in Providence, in
a supreme disposer of events, presiding over ail the changes
and cbances of this transitory life. In a letter from Coin-
loy Bank to bis brother Alexander, at Craigenputtock,
he thus speaks of bis contenipiated removal to London
"lIf 1 go to London, the mansion of Craigenputtock and
its sulent moors are likely to sec mucb less of us: Only, at
most, some two months yearly. On this however it were
very rash to calculate at present ; for that I shall not go
is certainly by far the likelier issue of the business ; indeed
the gond and evil of the two are so very nearly balanced,
that 1 really care very little whetber 1 go or not; on
heaithier days I amn dean for going and teaching ail the
Eartb to be wise;- but again on3 bilions days I care not
one straw what becom1es Of it ; for 1 think that in the
wilderness of Craigenputtock I sbould be Btronger in
body, and 1 feel that the thing which lies in me will ho
spoken out, go whitber 1 may. Surely, surely, it were
good for a man to have some anchorage deeper than the
quicksands of this world ; for these drift to and fro, so as
to baffle ail conjecture. We willt bave the issue, as sbouid
ever be donef with the bigher powens."

H-ere is another act of faitb, from a letter dated Great
Cheyno Row, Chelsea, 25t.h August, 1834 :-il Funaîîy, my
dear brother, cati, from the depths of your heart, on God
to belp you, to guide you in the way, for it is not in man
to guide bîmself ; and so with your eye on fixed heavenly
loadstars, walk forward fearing nothing-for Tinie or for
Etennity."

These Chelmea lettons, as 1 said befono, were wrîtten just
before he hecarne famous. Hc had, at last, after many
dîsappointments, succceded in giving IlSartor Resartus " to
the public. fHe had to out it in pieces and publish it in a
magazine finst, instead of in the volume ini whicb it was so
varefully written. t bad attractod attention, aud now he
was on the oe of a greater success. We sep bim bard at
work every day in bis quiet Chelsea homo, tilti 2 o'clock ini
the afttrnoon. Thon he stants out for a walk. What.
charming pictures of London life ho carnies home !I "Here,
teast of ail places on tearth's surfac.e, quiet nover is ; a rag-
ung and a roaring ; ail men hunted or bunting; ail things
'made like unto a whieel '-that turns and turns. 1 have

grown greatly used to it now ; and for most part walk the
London streets as il tbey were peopled with images, and
the noise were that of some Niagara watenfall, or dis-
tracted universal carding-miil. There is sometbing aui-
mating in it too ; f0 that in may walks 1 geuerally turu

* IlLetterm of Thomas Carl yle, 1826-36" Edited by Charles Eliot
Norton. London snd New York: MacMillan & Co.; Toronto, Wil-


