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MONTREAL LETTER.

IF it lie as hard ta discover the proper quarter for the
.. bestowal of praise as it generally ie for the doling out

of blame, the man in whose fertile imagination the idea, of
the Canadian Carnival originated muet be content ta
salace himsoif with secret satisfaction as hie witnesses the
repeated and improved editions of his invention by whicb
Montrealers have made up their uiinds ta enrich them-
selves, if not him. What may have arisen at flrst in a
healtby and laudable desire ta make merry with aur
frienda, ta pralong and linger over aur youtli, and ta post-
pane or defy aid age, has evidently wandered far freim its
native air, and departed more than a trifle from its pina.
fore simplicity. The imperative words 8peculation and
ret urne have swept away the innocent snow-balls and
liliputian shavels of tender and happy memory like faded
patterns of last year's calicoes ; and their companian, orga-
nization bas stripped aur schaol-day slides of the romance
of sliding ta live and decked them up in the toggery of
living CLa lide. Unconsciausly and unintentionally enougli
et tiret ; but now there is little daulit we are wide awake.
And the Jack Frost that led ail the taurnaments of aur
cherished garden fun, and the glistening snow whicli, with
chuldish adoration, we fondled and mixed up witli the
twinkling stars in aur notions of heaven, have been put
into the sordid scales of the shop.keeper and labelled
"lcommercial commodities." A regular stock market bas
been instituted, and mnen puirchase their shares in the
direct business-like proportion of seed-time ta harvest,
and in the frankest ratio, of risk ta profit. -Railways,
hotels, and fur dealers lead off the list, and costermongers
of every description, fromn the butcher and baker ta the
candlestick-maker, bring up the rear. Cotumittees are
struck off with full preragative in the respective depart-
ments, and an Executive Council lias final and responsible
control of the whole enterprise.

The Oarnival Joint Stock Speculation of the present
winter lias been under the management of fourteen com-
maittees: Financial, Lodging, Transportation, Advertising,
Pre8s Receptian, The Bail, The Citizens', Drive, The
Fancy Carnival Drive, Fireworks, Hockey, The Ice Castie,
Snowshaeing, Tabaganning, and Trotting. An exhaustive
prospectus! There seems ta have been but one important
omission-a committee and chairman of the weather-an<l
sadly miust the neglect have interfered with the financial
resuit of the wliole. Since the mare active preparatians
commenced, the wbime, capers, and caprices of the ther-
mameter have been without equal in the inemory of carni-
vals. A few failures in the construction of the Ice Castle
had ruined the entiru enterprise but for the rare goad
fortune of a timely dip in thie mercury, which armed the
Executive with authority ta contradict the conflicting

S rumours that the idea had beun abandoned. And since
the feativities commenced the offended atmospherio ele-
mente have canducted themselves in the way schoolboys
do when they are "laut of friends " and Ildon't belong "-

as if it were not enougli ta endanger the castle and imperil
the carnival by watering the stock with thaws witbout
revenging themselves by a combine ta corner the wliole
thing by snaps and gpells and blizzards.

They are bath aver now, the storm and the Carnival,
locked tagether in the embraces of the past. Trains piled
in as the wreatlie piled up; hotels were packed as solid as
the snow ; and the arte of Mantrealers succueded in main-

r taining within doorè a hospitality which showed up in
bolder relief the inliospitality of nature withaut, of which
in aur quiet moments, if we bad any, we must have been
seretly ashamed. Lions and bears in solid ice decorated
the* streets; flags flaated in tb& arctic winds; bunting

r draped itself on icicle-covered walls; sbop.keepers spent
their days tliawing out their windows ; and hausekeepers
were evidently se deeply engrossed in stoking furnacus
that the hogs' backs drove an unusually raaring trade.
As the mercury fell tlie wit and humour of tlie Canadian
Pacifia Railway rase, and the apening of the new Windsor

r station, a special Carnival effort, bas provided it with
another oppartunity of immartalizing itself on aur wooded
f suces.
rThe programme of'tlie Festival was an artistic five cent
production, a complete guide ta the wheres and the whens
cf the events of the week, and a candensed encyclopedia
of the natural advantages and business attractions of
Montreal. We had inviteçi the Governar-Qeneral as our
guest, but awing ta hie extreme sensa of propriety, based
upon the unusual dimensions of bis houseliold, we were
oompelled teasit by and see bim instal himself in a suite of
eighteen rooms in the Windsor. Hie Excellency acquitted
bimself ta perfection ; brauglit down bis own harpes;
invested in a blanket costume ; suffered himself ta be
debounced "; declared lie enjoyed it (i) ; smiled througb balls,
races, drives, hockey, skating, snow-shoeing, taboganning,
and in general completely eclipsed the blizzard in the
'success witb wicli lie persevered in being ini mare than

r thrue places at onu moment.
Abýove ah lie gave us a glimpse of bis ladies as tliey

watcbed the etarming of the castie, the effuct af which
manoeuvre, witb the manifold colouring of the torches
twinkling in and out among the brawn branches relieved
by the glistening and sparkling snaw, and the newest
inventions in pyrotechinies darting, sboating, breaking,
bursting, bowing and curtseying ta the blue and starry sky,
was too novel and toc, enchanting for words. An hour of
the attack, gradually pushing on ta the seat of war,
brought the snowsboere in muster ta their respective
positions surrounding the bombarded castle. Within, the
çlefence, as if surpriéed, woke up to the pui of the situa-
tion. Belle claeled, gune boomed, wbole mines of liglits

raged out the fury of their resistance, until attack and
defence had literally exhausted every device that the heart
of man could canceive in aërial pageant and glory.

The Catholic Churches bad distributed leaflets calling
the faitliful ta special prayers and special abstinence freim
the festivities, as an atonement for the excese of sin which
the week was expected ta record. But it must be evident
that for ennobling, purifying, and Cliristianizing influence,
a spectacle of thq eartli touching heavun outside tlie
cliurch, and of heaven touching earth inside, must each
stand upon an identical foundation,-the spirit in whicli
it is approachud. VILLE MARIE.

THE ONL Y DEA TH.

WHEN you are dead, my dearest-na, I mean
When yen are what this dull, strange wold cails dead-
I shall not fail ta hear your soundless tread,

And see the face by other eyes unseen ;
On your invisible arm my seul shal ean,

And thiE. weak heart that at your grave-side bled
Shahl feul your presence and be camforted.

Death builds not the blank wall that cames between

Two seuls that love, for this* is eartli-made. Doubt,
Neglect, the cold mechanical carees,

Unmoved indifference are truest deatli.
Ah, my one darling1 wliat were life witbout

Each moment's deep, sweet breatb of tenderness,
And love tliat, God-like, neyer vanislietli '

ETHEFLWYN WETHERALD,

PARIS LETTER.

GENERAL BOULANGER and the coming electian,
whicli will, 1 expect, be aver by the time this letter

reaclies you, are absorbing ail the conversation, the press,
and even tlie sporting world of Paris, for large bets have
been made pour et contre the General and bis rival, M.
Jacques. Sa certain doe Boulanger fuel of victory that
he bas given up bis seat for the Departmunt du Nord, a
most fooihardy action if not justified by success in Paris.
rJhlere is a third candidate, a M. Boule, put up by the
Anarchists, and lie will, 1 believe, draw off more votes
from the other twa than je expected, for most cf the
Panisian workmen are communist in huart. Boulanger is
lioping mucli from the Oleanist vote,.lHe bas even pro-
mised them ta get the Sisters of Cbarity reinstated into
the hospitals, from whicb they bave been so cruelly driven
out, but notre brav' Ceneral will probably find ta bis cast
the difficulty of being al thing e talal men. Although hle
lias worded bis promise about the nuns very craftily-
IlThe Sisters of St. Vincent de Paul »hall no longer lie
supenseded in the liospitais by lay nurses bearing a bad
character " (the italics being my awn)-such a bargain is
not likely ta please iRoclefort and the neaders of bis paper,
L'Intransigeant. And the Orleaniet workman is a rare
setcimen in Paris, thaugli I hear that many of the trades-
men would bu only toa glad ta sue the Comte du Paris
king, but that will bandly induce tbum ta vote baldly for
Boulanger on the day of the election.

The rumoured engagement of the Czarewitcb ta Prin-
cees Aix cf liesse, Princess Alice of England's youngest
daugliter, lias given a sbock ta the Franco.Russian party
bath hure and at St. Petersburg, for if true it means that
tbe future Emprescf Russia will bu a German and allied
in the claseet manner ta the lHohenzollen& The future
bridegnoom, a nicu thougli comman-place lad cf about onu
and twenty, lias just been givenI a separate establishiment
by bis father. lie met Princees Alix fruquently last year,
the Grand Duke cf liesse baving paid a long vîsit ta bis
Russian relations last winter. It is said in Paris that
Prince Bismarck is net se pleased as lie ouglit ta bu at this
forth-coming Russo-German alliance, for the yaung lady is
very Englieli in sympathy, having beeni practicaliy brougbt
up by the Queun since lier motbur's death.

There is an idea gaining ground day by day that the
Eiffel tawer je not eolid in ite base, and will sliortly topple
aven. This would net bu s0 great a miefortune as same
migbt think, for the linge, dark red erectian is bugin.ning
ta get in everybody's nervus, and the inhabitants of the
quartier of the Arc du Triomphe are sinceruly ta bu pitiud,
for the munster stane them in the face every time they
look out cf the windaw, and seeme but a few yards off.
Meanwhile the Exhibiticn buildings are growing apace,
and anyone visiting the Champs de Mars muet- acknow-
ledge that thu commemratian of 1789 will bu an extra-
ordinary proof of the versatility and genius cf the Frenchi
people, It is strange ta think that ail real memnorjaîs cf
the great and gloriaus Revolutian will bu carefully hidden
out of siglit. We shah net bu shown the guillotines whicb
unded se many noble lives, futile ambitions and utopian

ehopes. Again, aithougli Charlotte Corday, Lafayette and
Mme. Roland will bu kupt well ta the front, Robespierre,
Danton and kindred spirits muet par la lorce des choses
retire into decent ablivian, or more than tbree-quarters cf
the public would remain away after a first visit ta la
grande Exposition Universelle, for the First Revolution
bae decidedly gone out cf fashion, being but little refurred
ta even by the most Republican sheets. Among ather
"(nelie will bu a most intenesting and unique collection
cf portraits by David and hie antietic contemporaries.

In spite cf the failure cf the Panama Canal, and cf the
abscondud ieecrutàny-genenal cf a great campany cf insurance
alliud ta many important financial bouses, in spitu cf the
unuasinees created by the Paris election ta coa off on
the 27th, and of the dietaste fuît by meet moderate poli.

ticians at the alternative of Boulanger and Monsieur
Jacques, it may still bc said in Paris, as the Figaro oddly
phrases it, that I l ife is wvoth ta live." Last wuek all
Paris was dancing in the interests of diflunent chanities,
at subsciption halls onganizud for officens en retraite, for
the Ecole Centrale, for La Vieillesse, and s0 on ; while
to-night cames off the great baIl of the Union des Femmes
de France, in association with the affleure of the Territorial
Rusenvu, and this splendid festivity is under the patronage
of the Miniseu of War and of the Govunnon-Genenal of
Paris, not ta mention other cabinet ministers. The Femmes
de France number eighteen thousand membens, and their
work comprises an immense netwonk of benefits conferred
upon the army and the navy. In Tonkin and Madagascar
a quantity of smaîl luxunies have been gnatefully appre-
ciatel by the soldiere detained in those unhealtby climates.
Forty thotisand pounds have heen collectud and expended
sînce the Union was started. No pains are spaned ta
make this annual hall as splendid as possible. The Town
cf Paris sends hothouse plants, the arsunals of Vincennes
and of Cherbourg furni.4h brilliant trophies cf the arme
usud on land and sua, and this yuar ail sorts cf new devicus
for increasing the attraction of the fête are ta bu canniud
eut. Forty-eight of the prettiest actrusses of Paris are ta
bu dressud as vivandières of the diffenunt corps of the
French anmy, and will supply rufreshments and tobacco.
The Cantine Alsacienne will bu flanked by two immense
fin trues, sent frotu la bas. It will seil Strasboung been
and photographe of subjecte taken in Alsace-Lorraine, and
will be servud by Madem-oiselles Georgette Boulay cf the
Opena-Comique and Schimidt cf the Porte St. Martin,
dnessed in Alsatian costumes.

Two days ago a very different scenu was being enacted
in the aid tawn of Rochelle. Gunenal Cailien was buritid
in hie native place. After a long and important caneer,
under Soult and in Algenia, bu was entnusted witb the
defence of the Belleville district of Paris during the siege.
Af ter fulfilling this duty witb admirable courage, bu refused
ta accept the Grand Cross of the Legion cf Honoun, being
unwilling ta profit by a decoration associatud with the
misfortune of France. M. A. B.

COR RESPONDEýNCE.

"SOUND CURIZENCY" IN REPLY TO MR. UOUSTON.

To the Editor of' TiiiE WEEK:

SîR,-I have no desire ta continue a discussion witb
Mn. Houston reganding the cunnency, and my anly abject
in addressing you again je ta answur certain points and
questions made in hie second ltter.

Reganding bis attempt ta oppose Mr. Goidwin Smith's
statement as ta what is and wbat is not ruai money, 1 wish
menely ta rumind Mn. lHouston that Mn. Smith wae
attempting ta dufine, as many modern writers bave done,
the scientifie meaning cf money in distinction ta the vulgan
meaning, on that given in a dictionany.

Mn. lHauston asks "if thons is no diffenence in pinciple
but wuen the gnuenbackens and those who advocate a
national currency nudeemable in gold, wliat diffureuce is
there in pinciple between a Governmient curency based
an twenty.five pur cent. of its own value and a bank note
currency based on thirty-thrue and onu-third pur cent.V" I
dealt at length witb thie point and I trust I had ne other
readen who did not gnasp the difference. The diffenence is
that it is the function of a bank ta issue notes witb refur-
unce ta ité abuity ta redeum them and it is not the func-
tian of a gavernmunt ta do so. liistany shows most cleanly
that as a wbole bankurs bave penfonmud this function
satisfactorily and that govumniments have neyer performed
it satisfactorily.

Mr. lHouston says that 16a rua on the Governmunt is
almost incenceivablu"» and that ilnothing- but impending
national destruction" can shake public confidence in Gavern.
ment cunneacy prapenly limited. Financial writers are at
the manment discussing the probablity of a nun upon the
United State Treasury for the rudemption cf ail notes
payable in gold on accaunt of the issue of silver notes
liaving nearly fpset the financial uquilibrium. Mn.
liaustans second statement neganding the difficulty cf
shaking public confidence in Goverament notes je utterly
absurd. There are hlaf a dozen nations in the warld
te day, not ta speak cf past histony, which ane in no fuar
cf "4national destruction" but in which public confidence
in the Government cunnency is absolutely broken. What
we have ta fear is that Govennment cunrency in this
country would not bu " properly' limited " and that public
extravagyance and corruption would in the end produce the
same inability ta nedeem in gold that bas accompaniud the
attempte cf athun gaveraments ta bonnew money in thie
mannun.

Mn. Houston etates that I dual somewhat obscunely
with the power of the baak note curuncy ta adapt itsulf
ta the neuds of commence. I did flot attempt ta deal with
it from a banken's paint cf view at al. The hank circula-
tien would bu practically at an end if the Government
took up the $5 and $10 notes and ite flexibility wouid bu
almost entinely gone if the $5 notes alonu wure takun.

Reganding the statement in mny ltter ta the effect that
Canada ie nat pnepaned for sucli a change as je invalved in
witbdnawing fnom the banks a loaning power cf $30,000,-
000 ta $36,000,000 Mn. liouston falle into an errer,
camman enaugli apparently IIwith the multitude," but
whicb it wae liardly ta bue uppased lie would faîl into.
lie thinke that the point to bu cansidered je the profit ta
the banke now being made out of this laaning power and
lie advises that this sleeping dog bu allowed to lie, I can
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