
THE WEEK.

8olation, to shout Ilplagiarism " is the most comforting to authors who
have failed, or amateurs who have neyer hall the pluck ýto try. For this
reason, probably, a new play seldom succeeds but some unlucky amateur
produces his battered old MS., and declares that the fortnnate author has
8tolen from Iiim, who bath Fortune for his foc. tri 1Ved, without this
re8ource it is flot known how unaccepted theatrical. writers would endure
their lot in life. But if stealing is so ready a way to triumph, then
huxnanity inay congratulate itself on the wide prevalence of moral senti-
mnents. So very few people greatly succeed (and scarce any one who does
liOt is called a thief) that even if ail successful persons are proved robbers,
there Inust be a lofty standard of honesty in literature. On the other
bauld it is a melancholy fact that the very greatest men of aillShakespeare,
Molière, Virgil (that furtive Mantuan), Pausanias, Theocritus, and Lord
Teanyson-artý ail liable to the charge of theft, as that charge is untier-
Stood by the advocatus Diaboli. li is a littie odd, flot only that our
greatest is 80 small, but that our smallest-the persons who bark at the
chariot of every passing triumph-are so great. They have neyer stolen,ornfothing worth stealing, or nothing that any one wvould buy. But Dante:
W'hY, the whole idea of a visit to Hiel, anti a record of it, was a stock topic
Il early medioeval literature. But Bunyan :every library possesses, orraay possess, haif a tiozen earlier Progresses by earlier Pilgrims. But
Virgil: wvhen hie is flot pilfering from Homer or Theocritus (who notori-
OU8ly robbed Sophon) lie bias his hand iii the pocket of Apoilonins Rhodius.
No doubt Bavius anti Mtevius mentioned these truths in their own literary
Oircle. No tioubt they did flot gloss ov'er the matter, but frankly reunarked

tha th " Ieid " was a pastiche, a string of piagiarisms, a success due to
Court influence, and the inutual admiration of Hcorace, Varro, and soine
Other flotorjous characters. Yet the "IEneiti" remains a rather unusual
Piece of work.

SOIne one, probably Gibbon, lias remarked about some crime or other,that it is " difficuit to commit, anti almost impossible to prove." The
revrsei. he ruh about plagîarism. Ihat crime is easy to prove, anti9'lllost impossible to commit. zThe faciiity of proof is causeti by the readi-

nei313 Of men to, tafre any accusation of this sort for granted, and by the
ver'y natural lack of popular reflection about tlie laws that goverfi lîterary
eorÀuPosition. Any two passages or situations, or ideas, that resemible each
Other, or are dec]ared to reseunble each other when tbey do not, are, to the
'ýniud Of tlie unîiterary person, a sufficient basis for a charge of plagiarism.
Trhe8e circumstances account for the ease with which plagiarisim is proved.
)ret it is difficuit, if flot impossible, to commit. For hie who is chargeti

wihplagiarism is almost invariably guilty of a literary success. Now,
SVuthe poorest anti most temporary ]iterary success (say that of a shilling

lovel) rests on the production of a new hi ny. The book that really wins
th' World, even for a week, frorn its taxes, andi politics, and wurs anti
riu'Ours of war, must be in some way striking anti novel. The newness
rnay lie in force of fancy, or in charm of style, or iii both ; or in inere
ýraftstuan's skili, or in high spirits, or in some unusual moral syînpathy anti'light, or in various combinations of tbese thin-s. In ail sucli cases, anti
ala

th aYs, it is what is new, it is the whole impact of the book as orie thing,hat eniables it to make its way to the coveteti front. Now, what is stolen
ý nOt be new - it can be nothing but the commonplaces of situation, antiIncident, and itiea-each of them as old as fiction in one shape or other.
li0t the matter, but the casting of the matter ; not the stuff, but the forai
8Iven to the stuff makes the nove], the novelty, anti the success. Now,
a1bd cian sel the forai nooy as in the olti story (or nobotiy except

a Platcalpubishr) ca. sealthebromsready-matie." The success or
die,. les not in the materials, but in the making of the brooms, anti no

Othrt cani make anything, even if he steals ail lis materials. On the
It liauti genis, or even considerable talent, can make a great deai, if
ch ooses) even out of stolen material-if any of the material of literature

eV oer ly saiti to be stolen, anti is not rather the possession of who-
el ike topic àUp.

thiThere are, unluckily, plenty of men anti women who take credit, amongt'irrelations anti frientis, for the authorship of anonymous books which
have een successf ul. They, are "lclaimants," like the Ticliborne pretender,

er a successful piagiarists. The case of George Eliot anti "Adam
self 's Well*known. There was a person named Liggins who gave him-

euett for the author, anti even reapeti somne sociaàl if not pecuniary

Mr. L ggîns did not succeeti in the long run, nor does literary history,
~ap Contain a single example of the triumph of a literary Perkin

tubk. Oy in very unusual anti fantastic circumistances coult ibe hope
eh P the gootis hie stole ready-made. In the last novel on this situation,

tir tier hati every reason to believe that the true author of the MS.
ab 7 giwned at sea. Unlucky anti ili-ativiseti pretender! The sea invari-
s yl 9v6e3 Up lier deati-in novels. Short of such an unexpecteti accident

'efiraea's flot giving up bier deati, how is the true plagiarist to feel coin-
olewith lis stolen gootis 'i Almost bis only chance, anti that a bati

lio "1lld be by way of translation fromn sorne littie-known language.
Odl*a 10g1 ago a $tory or nove] by a modern author was publisheti in a peri-
tttl,% Preetl the, editor got a letter from a correspondent, offering to,
or*gi - the sequel of your little tale from the Basque," or whatever the

ea lauguage, may have been. Yes, it is very difficult to, finti a langti-
y t e0steal from. Let me confess that, in a volume of tales written

old fholiday tasks, I once conveyed a passaefo'le uu hr1l~ot havebenamrbaefctthfatnodnbitepest
ecOndition of the moral sense, somebody wouid liave denounceti

re~the tlbeen successful. But as logas you do not excite tlie
were passion of envy, you may drive the Zulu cows unnoticeti. There

pe Ol about tliree lines, in the passage af ter ail. The coolness of
%r5F5r lias occasionally been displayeti' on a larger scale, as when a
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novelist boltily took a whole battle scene out of Kinglake's Il listory of the
Criunean War." Hie was founti out, but hie titi not seem to care mucli.
Probably this particularly tiaring theft was a mere piece of mischief-a
kinti of practical joke. What other explanation can be given of Mr.Disraeli's raid on M. Thiers, anti the speech about General Saint-Cyr! 0f
course, Mr. Disraeli coulti bave matie a better speech for himself. Thefts
of this kmnti, like certain Iiterary forgeries, are prompteti by the tricksy
spirit of Puck. But the joke is not in gooti taste, anti is dangerous to play,
because the înajority of mankinti will fail to see the fun of it, anti wili
tbink the thief a thief in sober earnest. Only a humorous race would
have matie a Goti of Hermes, who stole cattle from the day bis mother
cratileti him.

Fromi these anti similar cases, thle tiifficulty, the aIl but impossibility, of
successful plagiarism becomes manifest. If you merely use olti ideas (anti
there are no new ideas), anti so produce a fresh combination, a fresh whole,
you are not a plagiarist at aIl. If you boldly annex the novel reatiy-matie,
either by way of translation, or publication of a manuscript not your own,
you are instantly founti out, anti probably neyer get back your reputation.
It appears that Mr. Charles Reatie, in the Il Wantierîng Heir," Ilboduly
appropriateti" twenty or thirty lines of a lîttie known poema of Dean,
Swift's, descriptive of fashionable life in Dublin. Mr. Rende appears to
have useti this poem in such a way as to unake the public think it was bis
owri composition. If hie titi, lie acteti, to say the least, with vory great
rashness. Il e reckoneti without the unsuccessf ul novelist anti the unsuc-
cessful novelist's famtiiy. 0f course lie was Il denounceti as a plagiarist by
two anonymous writers, who afterwartis turneti out to be a not very
successful novelist anti bis wife." These Illynx-eyeti titectives " do, pretty
of ten, " terri out to be " unsuccessful novelists anti their kinsmen. Mr.
Reade then uttereti louti cries of wrath, anti spoke of Ilma.4keti batteries
manneti by anonymuincula, pseudo-nymuncula anti skunkula.r'*

AIl ideai are olti; ail situations bave becîs inventeti anti trieti, or
ahinost ail]. Probably a inan of genius migbt make a gooti story even out
of a selecteti assortmnent of tile very oldest devices in romance. Miss
Thackeray matie capital stories out of the fairy tales that are oltier than
Raineses Il., anti were even publishiet by a scribe of that monarch's. Give
Mr. Besant or Mr. Stevensoni two loyers, anti insist that, in telling these
loyers' taie, the following incidents shall occur

A Sprained Ankie.
An Attack l'y a Bull.
A Proposai in a Conservatory, watclîecl lby a Jealous Rival.
A Lost IVill.
A n Jntercepted Correspondence.

Even out of these incidents it is probable that eîther of the authors mon-
tioneti coulti produce a novel that would soothe pain and chîarml exile. Nor
woulti tbey be accuseti of plagiarismn, because the ideas are, even by the
most ig'norant or envîous, reco-nised as part of the common stock-in-tratie.

Now, it is a fact that alinost every notion anti situation is as mucli part
of the commun stock-in-trade as those olti frientis. The IlOtiyssey," for
example, might be shown to contain aimost ai the material of the
romance that is accepteti as outside of ordinary experience. For instance,
in "lShe " we finti a wondrous wounan, who holtis a man in bier holiow
caves (note the caves, there are caves in ilomer), anti offers hitu the gif t of
immortality. Obviously this is the position of Odysseus anti Calypso.
lRousseau remarked that the wlîole plot of the IlOdyssey " woulti have been
ruineti by a letter from Odysseus to Penelope. Rousseau had not studieti
Wolf; but bati letters been commonly written in Homer's time, the poet
woulti have bribeti one of Penelope's wonîen to intercept them. Iloner titi
not use that incident, because hie titi not neeti it ; but ail bis incidents were
of primeval antiquity, even in lis own time; lie plagiariseti them frotu
popular stories ; bie stole the Cyclops almost reatiy-made.t

A few instances may be given from personal experience. A novelist
once visîted the writer in high spirits. Certain events of a most extraor-
dinary nature hati j ast occurreti to hitu, events which would appear incredible
if I ventureti to narrate them. My visitor meant tu, make thetu the subject
of a story, which lie sketched. "lBut you can't," I sait ; Ilthat's tlie plot
of ' Fertinand's Folly,' " anti I nameti a book which bati just arriveti sub
luminis oras. 11e hati not heard of IlFerdinand's Folly," but hoe went
away sat, for lie was a young man that hati been robbed of a great oppor-
tunity. But lie was presently consoleti by receiving a letter frotu another
author, a gentleman of repute in nmore than one brandi of literature. I have
just reati your ' Daîsy's Dream,'" saiti this author, "lanti I finti that there
is a scene in it which is also in my uripublisheti work, 1 Psamathoe." He
then describeti the scene, wbich certainly titi appear of glaring originality
-if anything coulti be original. IlNobody will believe two people could
have inventeti this ; anti what amu 1 to do ? " saiti the second unfortunate
author ; andi, indeeti, I do not know what hie dit, or whether 4'Psamatbe "
was punisheti by an early dooîin for lier unconscious plagiarism. The study
of the diffusion of popular tales seems to show that there is no incident
which may flot be iuveîîted over anti over again-in Siberia or Samoa.
rfhese coincidences will also occur in civiliset literature ; but some examples
are so, astonishing that the small fry of moralists are certain to shout
"lStop thief. " On the wliole, an author thus anticipateti lad better Stop
before they shout, but it was the merest accident that gave pause tu the
two novelists of these anecdotes. Alas! unconscious of their doom, the
littie victims miglit have publisheti.

Thus it appears that, thougli plagiarisin is bardly a possible offence, -it
is more discreet not to use situations which have either matie one very
definite impression on the world of readers, or which have been very
receiitly brought out. For example : it is distinctly daring to, makea

H 1ow Chiarles Reade Worked; " St. James's Gazette, May 3, 1887.
f Geriand : "AltGriecliiische Marchen in der Odyssee. "
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