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THE CATHOLIC STUDENT.

OERTAIN QUALITIES WHICH SHOULD
DISTINGUISH HIM.

Modesty and Honesty—Scholarly Lectare
by Father Tennian at Pawtucket,

From the American Catholic News.

The Rev. J. C. Tennian delivered re-
cently before the Young Men’s Associa-
tieu of St. Mary's Church, Pawtacket, R.
1, a lecture in which be told his hearers
in what spirit their studies should be
ursued. ’

. It appears to me, said he, that there
are two gualities which should distingu-
ish all real students, and certainly and
very specially all Catholic students;
they are modesty and honesty. Modesty
is indispensable !to real progress. Self-
sufliciency is a full cup which lets ad-
ditions run over. One of the disadvant-
ages to which students are nowadays
exposed is the great existing tempta-
tions to be superficial; a modest estimate
of the extent ot our knowledge is the
great remedy for this evil.

The elements of knowledge on so
many subjects are brought now within
the reacn of every one ;—there are so
many Liocks and magazines and news-
Paper articles which will enable a quick

about the topics of the hour, the latest
discoveries of science, or the newest
hisiorical theory, that it is not difficult
~—before persous more ignorant than vur-
selves—to make parade of 4 learning
to which we bhave not the shadow of a
claim. But this sort of thing is not
merely a wretched vanity—itis the very
temper of mind most adverse, 1 wiil
venture to say, to all real study-—mecst
sure to lead us to take up with every
crade theory and passing fancy of the
day--most certain 1o turn what ought to
be the wt.olesome food of the mind into
a destructive poison,

You, then, wt.o wish to be real stud-
ents, Le first modest. Beashamed of a
moral fault—for such surely it is—to pre-
tend to kuow more of any subject than
you really do;be distrustfui of your-
selves, chary of displaying what you
know—loving learning for its own sake,
. or for the good it may enable you to do;
never using it to gratify your own vani-
ty or to win applause for yourselves.
And, secondly, be Lonest in your
study. Reject no proved facts, but keep
ever belore your minds the immeasar-
able distance between fact and theory.
Hold Lard to facts. Nothing justifies
you tampering with them. You may
test them as much as you will; you may
often doubt—it may be your duty to
doubt—wbat their real meaning is,
They may sometimes seemn to contra-
dict each other, whether they are facts
of the outer world, or of history ; or facts
of faith and reason. In all such cases
be patient. The explanation may come
quickly, or it may be delayed. It muat-
ters not. Be sure, any way, that there
can be resl contradiction—that God
in His own good time will reconcile
all seeming contradictions, and solve all
perplexing enigmas. [t is that im-
patient spirit which is so characteristic of
the times in which we live,which mukes
difficulties of this kind so distasteful to
most men that, instead of waiting for
the knot to be untied, they cut it at
whatever cost, and rejoice to have freed
themselves from its pressure, even if it
be at the price of Lonesty and truth,
But tbere are one or two branches of
8tudy in which the quality of honesty is
especially required, and on which I am
glad to have an opportunity of saying a
few words to you. Our popular literat-
ure is a great field of study for Catholics.
Almost the whole of it has a certain vein
of sceptical thought running through it.
At any rate its general tone seems but
little to correspond with Christian ethics.
For, example, it i8 gererally assumed—
one would say almost ag a first principle
—that worldly grandeur apd raaterial
Buccesges are the great and paramount
- ends of life, as being the sole matters
about which we can bave any reason-
able certitnde, and, further, that riches
and prosperity and the practical achieve-
ments of science constitute, in gome
Meagure, an evidence that countries
Which can permanently show them are
8pecially fuvored by Heaven in the mat-
ter of {heir religious convictions.

Youth with a ready tongue to talk glibly |

Of course, it is impossible to think that
notions of this kind, if honestly and
straightforwardly presented as formal
propositions, would impose upon any
persou of the moss ordinary discrimina-
tion and intelligence. It 18 more clever-
ly done by a process of inginuation and
subtile saggestion. Newspaper articles’
magazine essays, traveliers’ books and
popular lectures, hiave a habit of defam-
ing those countries which are regarded
as Catholic, by representing that they
are behind the age in everything that
constitutes progress and modern civiliza-
tion ; similar statements are made con-
cerning sections of a country and local
communities, if they have any sort of a
Catholic reputation ; and when at length
a due degree of contempt may be sup-
posed 10 have been raised with regards
to our religion, it is very commonly
argued that a system which arrests pro-
gress, blights civilization and degrade
nations, cannot reasbnably be looked
upon as the work of God.

. All who are moderately familiar with
our current literature will know that
tliese statements are substantially ac-
cordant with the fact. Is it not familiar
experien:e that persons, when contend-
ing that Protestantism is true and the
Cuatholic  religion fulse, think they
strengthen their position by contrasting
Spain and Portugal with England, South
America and Mexico with the United
States, the Protestant with the Catholic
cantons of Switzerland, and Ulster with
the more Cutlolic parts of Ireland ?

Of course bonest Catholics know very
well—nothing being more easy of de-
monstration—that the facts are very
seldom as they are said to be ; and that,
whatever may he the evils or short-
comings, actually to be found in parti-
cular countries, called Catl.olic, they are
not to be ascribed to the religion {very
often but nominally professed; but, as 1t
wounld not be difficult to show, to poli-
ticaul causes in some instances, and to
direct anti-Catholic agency in others.
Nevertheleas, this cannot be expected to
be apparent to everyone. In fact, T
know that some of our young Catholics
who bave gone through Brown Univer.
gity and have followed a dishonest anti-
Cathiolic course of study there, have im-
bibed this subtle form of calumny. Ang
in more than one instance it has been
seriously prejudicial to the biold Catholic
faith hasron them, operating in its habj.
tual utterances like the drop of water
hollowing a stone—XNoN VI, SEp gxmpg
CADENDO.

How can the evil consequences of thig
and otber dangers of our current litery-
ture Lie best abated ?

By cultivating the society of Catholics;
hy Catliolics obtaining the nabit of read-
ing, wiib an bonest, healtlful taste for
such publications as combat modern
forms of error and unbelief, and by a
charitableness on the part of the more
experienced to aid those among the less
so who may be troubled by intellectual
difficulties that have arisenin the courge
of their reading.

History is anotber great field of study
for Catholics. In this country, and ip.
deed abroad also, the principal histori-
cal works of modern times bavegeneral-
ly speaking, been written in an un-Cath-
olic, very often in an anti-Catholic spirit,
A great part at least of the historical
literature of the eighteenth century is
ipstinet with this animus against every-
thing Catholic, and it was sufficient for
an historical personage to have been a
bishop, monk, or pope, to make it al-
most a matter of course that his motive
should be assumed to have been always
the most unworthy, and his conduct
judged in the harshest spirit.

It is happily a fact that at the begin-
ning of the present century & fairerspirit
sprang ap, and & juster mode of dealing
with Listorical facts prevailed, and it is
pleasant to be able to point out that em-
inent among those who inaugurated
this better and juster school we may
place the namesof the great Protestant
writers, Guizot and Roscoe.  But I very
much fear that of late years we have
been returning again to something of the
less impartial and fair-minded spirit
which animated, as I have said, a great
portion of the writings of the eighteentl
century. Old calumnies are raked up;
old misrepresentations refurbished—
whether it be in the furions onslanghts
of Germany, or in the ribaldry of infidel
Frenchmen ; or, on the other hand, in
those distorted pictures which mar the

beauty and detract from the historic
value of Froude’s and Bancrofi's ariistic
pages.

If this be s0, how is it to be met by
Catholics ?

By an earnest devotion to the study of
history, and to a study of it in the very
opposite spirit to that of which I have
been romplaiving—in a spirit of honest
fairness, and with a simple desire to be
impartiul,. We must rejoice to think
that this is already being done in these
days, and that works are coming forth
from time totime which tend to correct
misrepresentations, and to put the facts
of history, as thev relate to Catholics, in
their real light. But if yon address vour-
selves ag students of Listory, to this
work, if you wish {0 make an imyression
upon those around von who ure not
Catholies, it you wmean faithfully to ful-
fil the duty which Ires upon you in this
respect, the first qnality which yon must
cnliivate in your historical gtudies is an
accurite and hionest spirig,

Doubtless when all i8 done, when mis-
representations and misynderstandin. g
have been cleared away the pages of
real history will 8till contyin manv a re-
cord which Catholies will binsh to read
records of weakness and wickedness in
those who ought to bave peen-the light
of the world, or who were in their day
the champions ofthe Catliolic cause. But
what is this but t0 8ay tli.ut the Churen
on earth is made up of men full. of hu-
man passions; of men with all their im-
perfections upon them ; of men often ex-
posed to temptations strong jnst in pro
portion to the greatness of the positions
which they fill ? The cayge which they
defend, the Church to wpjch they be-
longed, are not touched or tainted by
their shortromings. The virtnes of the
paints are the harvest of the Church—
the vices of herservants gre of thieir own
sowing,

If you will devote vourgelves to these
studies,you will drubtless scrutinize very
closely every story which tells against
any one who has occnpied a high place
in Catholic kistory ; and if vou do 8o you
will find many a rumor, and many a
calomny, fade away like the morning
mist. But you will admit what is prov-
ed to you upnn good evidence—sgnrrow-
fully indeed and reverestly—but honest-
Iv and in good faith,

And now a few words more and 1 have
done. We often hear men speak ag if
they thonght that cultivation of the in-
tellectual powers alond would, of iiself,
make men virtuons. I do not think
that any of you will suspect me of under-
valuing intel'ectual cultivation, or of
being blind to the importance of educa-
tion in the times in which we live; but

if I urice their necessity wpon you, it is|

not that I believe that intellectyal gtud-
ies, however, ardently pursned,wil] keep
you from sin. The sins of cultivated
men are, doubtless, different from those
of the rough and the ignorant ; tempta-
tions will not present themselves in the
game forms to the two classes ; but the
knowledge of one class will give them no
more power than the ignorance of the
othier to resist what are real temptations
to either.

If I urge you, then to study, it ig first
because in these days of widespread
mental cultivation, if you fai] g keep
yourselves up to the standard of know-
ledge around you.you will fall behind in
the race of life, and be overthrown and

trodden down by your eagey ('ompeti-}respective parishes should

tors ; and while vou suffer vourselves
the Catholic name will suffer throngh
your neglect, ane men will point to you
ag the living proofs of the current cal-
umny that the Catholic Chureh ig the
enemy of human knowledge.

But I have another motive to put be-
fore you. Look round on the vagt field
of knowledge Which God has laid, as it
were, at your feet, and from which yon
can in these days reap the fruits with a
facility unknown to former generations;
look at it as it lies before you, illuminat-
ed by the light of the Catholic faith,
which makes clear so many of its ob-
scurities, and reads for you so many of
its riddles—and then say whether you
of all men are notealled, each according

to his opportunities, to make its harvest|

your own, that you may offer them all
to Him from Whom they spring, and
may be enabled to employ the intellect-
ual powers, which He has given you,
enriched by your industry and strength-
ened by your toil, for bis service among
men.

TO MY DEAR CHILDREN
AND FRIENDS

Lbe Half-Breeds of Manitoba and
the Northwest.

ST. ALBERT, ALBERTA. ~

My DEAR Crninprgy :—

I write you this to-day in orderto
make You arquainted with this plan of a
common colony in favor of ali the Halt-
Breeds of th.ig conntry.

You have already heard, for some
time Passed, of the scheme. So far, in
every place amongst the white people
as well a8 the Half Breeds, this scheme
has met with penperal gatisfaction.

You all know what interest and af-
fection have wlwuys moved me in favor
of your nation. It i8 again thorough
fatherly love for you, that I undertake
to l:eip you once more, in & new way, at
this critical period of your existence. 1
still remember with plensnre the happy
days wiien, under the guidance, and the
safekeeping of your missionaries, yvon
were living coutented under your teuis
or YOUT roofs iu the midst of an abund-
an-e acquired by hunting and tilling
small parcels of land.

Everytuiag is chaoged to-day. Misery
and DOVerty, amonyg many of you lLave
replaced that easy life of oll.  Far from
bettering your condition, the new civili-
zation hag done wuvothing but render it
worse.  Ag well as I do, you see the
change of life has been fatal to ¥ou in
every respect. Scattered in every diree-
tion to-iay: having no longer steady
abodes and Jands to till; iving & wand-
ering life around the new cities and
towns, 4 very large number of you are
in a more migerable condition than the
Indiaus Who have their reservations and
their missionaries, Under such circam-
stances, in the algence of the priest’s
contro} and vigilance, children 1 too
many iustances are brovght up in com-
plete izmorance and oblivion of their
religions duties,

In the course of my travels in this
part of the country how often has my
heart bled with sorrow and regret, at
the sight of our poor Half Breeds' de-
cline! Isaid to myself “with the con-
gent of our Bishops [ will make a sup-
reme effort to savethem whose fath.ers
wereour first children in Faitn.” In
consequence, with the divine protection,
I set to work. To-day, my scheme of
redemption has advanced so far :

1°© On my requess, earnestly recom-
mended by the Bishops of St. Boniface,
St. Albert and Prince Albert, the Ottawa
Government is willing to lend to us, for
ever, that is to say, as long as the end
for which the demand was made, is at-
tained, a territory containing four town-
ships, near Egg Lake, east of Lake La-
selle.

2© This land will he entirely under
the direction of the Bishops and mis.
sionaries, who alone shalil bave the riglt
to distribute and turn 1t to use, at their
own will for the greatest good of the
new colouy.

30 All Half-Rreeds ure inviteq 1o

take their share of the advantage prof-
ferred by ihis establishment. Houwever

.we do not wish that the Half Breeds |

who have still lands and houses in their
dispose of
them in order to respond to the call. Let
such as those continue to dwell near
their churches and tleir missionaries.
The estabiishment of our new colony is
for those who have no longer any home
and who do not know lLiow to earn a liv-
ing.
4° The Half-Breeds who will come
and settle among us, while being usu-
fructusriee of the portion of land which
will be allotted to every one of them,will
never be able, nor will their offspring,
to sell, alienate or mortgage that pro-
perty. It any of them leave the colony
it will be their own bhusiness, but they
will carry off nothing but their furniture
and‘ cattle. This must be well under-
stood before effecting this change of life.

5© It is well understood that nothing
ie promcised either in provisions or pecu-
niary aid, ¢lothing, etc., but we may say
that our corporation will do all in their
power {o aid as effe:tnally as their
means will'allow those who will be de-
termined to work and live in good ac-
cord with the missionaries.

6° If we can succeed, wa propose to
go on the spot, next spring, with a fow
famihes who will follow us, in order to
make the first breaking of land, to erect
the first houses and to sow all the grain
at our disposal. We ghall be compelled
to yo very slow, at the beginning, owing
to the small resonrces of the directors of
the colony.
7© Besides the portion of land allot-
ted to each family, there shall he com,
morns for hay, grazing and wood cutting-
ting, the use of which shall be regulated
by the missionaries.
8° Iu the most suitable places of said
townships, the directcrs will set apart
two sectiors for the site of u church, a
school, a priest’s residence, ete., etc.
There shall be reserved as well, on other
sections othier pieces of ground where
other ¢li» pels, s-hools ete., will have to
be erecivd by and by.

9° It shall be forbidden for white
people or Indians tosettle in our colony,
with the exception of those who will
have received from the inissionaries
permigsion to do so. It shall not be al-
lowed to any strangers to hunt, cut hay
or wood on our reservation. For the
enforcement of this prohibition we shall
be protected by the Government.

10° Of course, all kinds of intoxicat-
ing liquor are strictly prohibited on our
territory. Any Hall-Breed who will
bring some for traflic or to give his fel-
fow-citizens some to drink, shall be ex-
pelled. Any white person who shall
try to do likewise, shall be prosecuted
according to the law, .

11° As soon as possible, we shall
establish industrial schools for boys and -
girls wlio shull be instructed in school-
ing and the varions trades, chiefly in
agriculture and cattle breeding.

We do not wish that a large number
of fainilies should come at once, for we
shall rot he ready to receive themn. We
waut to begin with a few families of gcod-
will with whom we wish to obtain suc-
cess and to s.ow others that we have
every reason to hope for the future.

That is, my dear children, what I had
to tell vou on this scheme, which is of
interest to you. If, once more,you ligten
to the priest who i3 your true friend, I
promise you in advance that you will
again live happy and that you shull not
be exposed tc be at the mercy of the
white people. Be confident, come and
work with us on our reservation. In g
ghort tinie,you will have made an estab.
listngent which will afford you an eagy
living and you will have the consolation
to be AT HOME, near your charch, your
school and your pastors,

It will beone of the greatest consola-
tions for me, in my old age, to have done
you, before wiy death, tuis good office
which I beg God to bless.

Your very devoted father in Our Lord,

A. LACOMBE,

0. M. L

Infidels Reap Where Christians Sow,

Christian denominations quarrelabout’
the kind of religious seed to be sown in
the fertile fields of public education.
The infidel obtrudes 4is services as um-
pire and decides that fairness requires
that denominational seed should be ex-
cluded from a tield equally belonging to
all. Practically the exclusion of deno-
minationalism is the exclusion of ull re-
ligion, for a denomination is but a de-
finite form of religion, and an indefinite
thing can have no existence. 8o the
umpire makes education infidel, thus
curningly reaping a harvest of infidelity
which benighted Christiang, too anta-
gonistic and bigoted to be fair to ore
another, fail to see is not a neutral, but a
Inost uncompromising anti-religious de-
nomination. — Sts, Peter and Paul's
Charch Calendar (Detroit).

e VI

A Fundamental Objection to Secret So-
cleties,

They require an oath or promisge of
absolute secrecy and obedience. Such
an oath, taken before knowing the nat-
ure of the secret or command, and with-
out regervation ag to their morality, im-
plies a disposition to comply whether
they be good or evil, This disposition ig
intrinsieally wicked ; so is the oath that
implies it, 80 are the societies that re-
quire this oath. Sueh an oath is not
binding before God or upright men ;
nay, if the secret or command he evil itg-
fulfilment i8 a crime, its violation a

conscientious duty. — Sts, Peter and
Paul’s Church Calendar (Detroit).
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