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be a good thing, or it miay not ; but it is certain that Sir John ivili move but
cautiouisly in that direction ; and it miay wveil be that the logic of events ivili
deter hlm from moving at ail. If his action be left free, he wvill still have grect
difficulty in retaining about hirn the men who have placed him in power. To
himself the forecast of the future cannot be full of promise.

In summarizing the character of Sir John A. Macdonald it ivili have been
noticed that Ambition is ait once its strcngtli and its wveakness. In its strength
it enables hlmn to rise above the petty greeds of office, and-as we have seen-
to j)roject his vision and purpose into the future. But in its weakness his am-
bition blinds hlm to the beauty of a pure moraiity, and makes the end apl, ear
to justify even doubtfui means. Very noticeable has been bis 11e-long faculty
of making and retaining friends. 'lhle loyalty of bis follow'ers is remarkable.
Huindreds of them caîî see no fatîlt in hlm. Even in regard to.a weakness
which need here be btît lightly touched, his own mot was true wvben-corning
victorjous otit of one of the old Party conflicts-he declared that Il the country
preferred John A. drunk to George Brown sober.' This loyalty of bis friends
is only partially explained by bis courteous geniality towards even the dunder-
heads and incubi of bis party b is unselfisliness has leIt hm free to forward the
interests of adherents, and even to reward those who came to hlm from the
enemy. A warm and coustant friend, he hias been ever ready to receive a
former foe who came In friendship. And îiot many friends bas hie lost by want
of thoughit or want of effort.

As a speaker, Sir John A. Macdonald cannot dlaim the highest rank, if
style be considered. Ready, impulsive, energetic, he niakes his points, and
mnakes them well: but hie lias no gracefuil faculty of weaving a pretty web) of
oratary out of nothing. Withi something to say, lie can say it with abundant
and choice language, withi ready wvmt, and wvith great energy and directniess;-
though with much unculttured gestictulation, and a passion which frequently
destrbys the mere verbal coherence of hlis speech. But the fact that lie always
speaks with a purpose, and that blis words are weighted with gaod sense and
mneaning, hushes the bouse ta silence whien he rises. As a constitutional lawyer,
Sir John hias kew equals: as an organizer and leader, he lias no superior.
Shouild hie learn ta, master the faults of earlier years, hie May yet leave a namne
which shahi be respected and cherished 1,y Canadians of every Party, whlen the
harshness of partizan conflict shahl be softened by the mellowing touicb of time
and its discords shall be bushed in the distance of the centuries.

GRAPHITE.

THE MORALITY 0F GREAT MEN.

Succcss in the history of the world bas so often been achieved unscrupu-
,lously and used badly, that cynical persans may be tempted ta ask whetber any
great men have ever been' thoraughly moral. No doubt thcy constantly have a
conscience of their own, and conforni more or less regularly ta, its injunctions,
but what is thought is, that the whole moral code of heroic personages is laxci
than t.bat which abtains among their Liliputian contemporares. A certain schooJ
of philosaphers even becomne indignant with anybody wha pokes too inquisi.
tively into the privacy of the illustrions dead, to see whether or flot they coný
form ed ,strîctly ta the Ten Commandments. They cansider, sucb invidiout
criticism as a sort of discreditable sntiffing about in the dirty places of the past
and the Ildoggeries " is a term invented by Mr. Carlyle ta, express bis disgust ai
the people who raite up scandais about the moral conduct of great men. It ik
remarkable, indeed, how very slight importance posterity attaches ta certain oý
their failings ; even wvhere similar default on the part of the living would nat bc
easily tolerated.. Wben men arrive at a cansiderable degree of eminence anc
power, the world seems ta tbrow aside its usual tape jand meastire, and ta, tak(
down from the shelf exceptional standards af morality by which, ta, judge theni
Famous monarchs, statesmen, generals, and ta same extent famous authars taa
are dealt wirh on broader and larger î,rinciples than ordinary. Historians d(
not set tbenmselves ta praise or condemn them according as they are faithful a1
unfaithftml ta their wives, or with refèence ta their veracity, or any other qtmaiit)
which in private life is s0 rigidly canvassed. Anybady wbo reaclhes the positiar
af a Napolean, a Duke af Wellington, or a Cavour, is estimated irrespectivelj
of the cardinal virtues. The more he falîs short af great natoriety, the mon
fiercely his personal deficiencies are blamed, tilI, wbien we came down ta tbasi
wbo in station and influence are on a level with ourselves, wc flu back int, atm
former moral metbod, and begin again ta regard temperance, àoberness, an(
chastity as matters af primaàryimportance. This laxity is most af ail shown ii
aur judgment af great diplamatic or political successes. We admire and quot,
as great, the Mian who bas produced a great event, witbaut pausing ta reflec
strictly wbetber hle acquired his.ends by treachery or dissimulation or lyine
Perhaps if the nature af the means he used was strongly pressed upon us, w
shotild adMit that tbey were indefensible. Still, we soan return ta, atr oli
position af admiring the cnd, and forgetting ail that canstituted the meanl
Whether or not Cavour toid falsehoods ta Napoleon III., or Napoleon III. t
the Frencli AssembIy before bis coup d.'état, are questions about wbich thos
do flot trotuble themselves, wbo, laoking ta the results obtained, regard the an
as tlîe. greatest af modern Italians, the other as the greatest af modern Frencl
politicians. Cavour will go down ta, futture times as the bold political gamneste
wbo staked the tinity of Itaiy on a happy thraw, and won it. And the Empero

iNapaleon wotuld be forgiven the dishonesty af his coup d'état, and the war ivit
Germany, even by Frencli journalists, if hie had succeeded in making Franc
the mistress of the Continent. Passibly it May be true that mast statesme
have been liars, on an emergency. What King David said in haste about hi

Ispecies, ie' miglit bave said tipon reflection about monarchs and diplomatist
-imself included. There blave been, of course, exceptions ; but no candi
critic 'cari admit that scrupulousness, honesty, and unflinching veracity bave bec
coiman characteristics among the great notabilities and leaders af the past.1It i., of course, very shocking ta, tbînk that an accusation s0 sweepin
sbould stand any chance of being even approximately truc, but it seemrs sti
More uhocking that bistory should make sa Jittle af aIl the Vices and immoralitie
of its heroes. At first sight it appears as il societ>', by such untoward lenienc
ta wicked men, piaced itself in a dilemma. Eithc.r, one Might argue, moralit
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does not reaily matter so much as saciety pretends, or else it is most deplorable
that irreguflarities and crimes should be publicly condoned wholesale. If
rnorality means anything at ail, we have mia business, wve shaîl be told, ta weigli
famous characters with false xveights. Intemperance or unchastitv aie vital
questions with respect ta tlie canduct of Brown and Jones, and thley carinot
bave been a bagatelle in Coesar or Alexander, Is it only wvben ive get ta the
case af notabilities that we are immediately ta fiad out that fleshi is wveak, and
must flot be ta? severeiy scrutinized? Ail at once we are wil1illg ta nake
allowances. Kîngs, emnperors, and statesmen, we suddenly dîscover, bave
special temptations. And thus the moralist altogether, wheni lie becamles an
bistorian, ceases ta be a moralist altogether. No doubt such contrarieties ifl
aur system aI criticism stand in need af explanation. Tbey are,' as wve bave
observed, at first sight incansîstent and unintelligible. 'Ihere is, however,
something ta be advanced in their favor; and though we are far froin Sayiiig
tbat an increase af moral severity on the part of historians would flot be a
benefit ta the world, yet, an the xvbole, it wvili be found that history could hardlY
be written at ail except on principles somewbat akin ta those of which strict
ethical judges seem ta have a titie ta complain.

In the first place, it is ta be remernibered what are the paramouint iiiterests
of society with respect to the historical examination and criticisrn of the lives. Of
great or pawerful people. Society is principally concerned With the questioni
wbether, amn the wvhale, their vast apportunities have been eniployed for the
generai lîappiîîess af the community. This is a matter thiat touches nîiankiiid
mare nearly than the probleni whetlier or flot the pri vate conduct af' such persolis
bas been sinfuil or the reverse. The domestic vices af the great, wheni tbeY
become noterious and flagrant, are public evils, because they are an iniry don,
ta thie catuse of virtue ; but they are far less of public evils than bad gaver-iienty
or tyranny, or persecution. Nero's bestialities would have been af miilar con,
sequence ta the race, if hile iîad not becorne insecure under bis rle; and, at the
present moment, whenever it caii be shown that bis cruelties affected 0111Y the
select few, and that flic great mass af the Roman peopile wvere happyan
tlîriving under him, a deînocratic age would soon consent ta treat evefi bis per-
secutiomi af Cbristians and of scn tors as a peccadillo. Thbe first thiîîg Ileede d
is ta protect thie multitude xvba are îveak against the merciîessness and r.:aacîY
af the stroîîg. History feels this, and tbough it bas generally been wvrittefl in
the interest of the educated, rather than af the lower classes, still, the canon it
app)lies is rneant ta be a broad one, and kings and statesmen are conideiiiied or
*praised accaiding as they are tiiotght ta bave rendered those depelident 01i
their temnder ilercies happy or unliappy. And posterity, accordingiy, wbien it
discusses the character and posthumous reputation af a canqueror or a kings
visits with its severest censure those wbo have been gtiilty of lawless violence Or
cruelty. Did lie plunder or ravisb, and bow many people did hie put ta death?

*were bis subjects miserable during bis reign ?-such are the broad inquiries it
makes about the famlous great men in former times. It is of the Most serioUS
consequemîce ta, the wvorld that those who have tînlimited powver should use it
weil. History is saciety's weapon of defence against the powerftil ; and a
primary, thougb unconsciaus, instinct of seif-preservation leads us, in çriticising

Ithe past, ta attach the utmost weigbt ta such vices and defects as would be
*wholhy intolerable in the present. In camparisomi with these transcendent
questions, little ctîriosities and scandais abatut vices af a private sort are trivial,
ar beside the mark. What one cares chiefly ta know is wbom a tyrant bebeaded,
or ta, bow many wamen hie iîad made love. His illegitirnate cbildren, bis bottles

t af wine, bis gambling tastes, unless bis conduct was in open ýdefialice of
decency and decarum, are things about which pasterity traubles its head ver>'

flittle. It is nat affected by tlîem, nom is its awn existence and comfort dependent
on its success in lrightening great men inta damestic virtue. History, in a Word,Idoes flot write its criticisms Irom a damestic paint af view. It does flot excuse*Rabespierre because he was chaste, for refuse ta recagnize the political genl
af Talleyrand because of his amours, bis lies, and bis devation ta blmselî.

History bas, indeed, scarcely gat ait its comnmand the resources whichwould enable it ta act on any different plan. It may be dotîbted wyhethem
r sOciety would hase far mare tlîan it gained by a systemn af rigid scrutiiy inta tir private vices and virtues of the dead. Except in the case af thîe fewh vb 0 tmi ail prapmiety, it is flot easy for the autside warld ta know niuch about a Mniafli inner hile. We are ait tlîe nîercy af rtîmar and gassip, and ahi af us kiiow b>'c every.day experielice bow manstratîs is the iîîaccuracy af scandal-mongers wbefl

cgreat eputations are at stake. As comnion repart could flot be tmusted, liistorYlr il it were ta atteiîipt ta tumn itselî into a tribunal of pure elcaciicsi, votil
1 soon descenîd ta thie level af private cbraiiicles and scandalous historiettes i

i alernae btwee Piqanttruth and grass libel. Its meal work, however, is oL ta educate the rising generatian inmorlvrue oso by example audilSItration wiîat merîts and demerits affect the progress af countries and races 1 aularge scaIe, and oniy ta tatîcli private affairs wvlen tîîey are inextricablY Intee woven witiî Public. Tliere is, af course, onîe way in whicb this hirnit iiiustb1 olten transgressed. In the delineatian af thîe character ofgreat inen it.I5 desir-able ta be complete and accurate, and anytiîing tlîat thraws ii1 Or liiatte
o or habits is s0 mtîcb valuable matter for the future. Btwwhen ail this Unare bas been cahlected and added ta the great man's biograpby, bistary anid POP .~e feeling came back again ta the broadest standard, and weiglî hlm, 'lot by bis
î, conjugal or parental excellence, but by bis merits as a public man. No ieresYt

erwever, fcan be sa misehievous as that wbicb teaches thiat there is, for differenit
r deresa genius, a different moral code. Moral distinctions are a barriethl erected by saciety between itself and danger, assidiîously inculcated bY legislatorseadeucators ta, that end and this barrier is nowbere needed mare tha .fin tle

nl case af genius. Great intellectual. or material strengtiî, unaccomnpa"C lu
.s moral scnsibiîity, is an enemy ta mankind's iîappiness,. quite as much as W lSY beast is ta the repose af an Alrican village. For society ta treat geiusaId power as if they had nathing ta do with ethicai mules, is ta abandon ethicalre onl where thcy are Most impemativeîy wanted. Ail ethical mules, lowever,. toriaflalike, nor are they ail af equal moment in the eyes af an bistorian. isteguard1

b ave Principally, il flot salelY, ta do with sucb af themn as canstitute a safglrIl ta the warld against the aberations af the pawerful. The cai fa ato~s over otescvlel u hr saportion af the moral law wbich thY htyenlorce as inflexibly in the case af the great as in the case af the 5fvllîî
y Saturday .Revje.-W


