
TrHE

LIBERAL CHRISTIAN.

VOL. I. MAIRCH, 1854. No. 3.

THE LABORS 0F ORIGEN.

MOST of our readers will have heard or read of Origen.
Hie was born ini Ale xandria, A.l). 185. His father, Leo-
xiidas died a martyr, and lie was thus left early to bis own
resources. In bis early manhood lie gained a subsistence
in Alexandria, by giving instruction in Greek philology
and literature, and was subsequently ordaineci a presbyter
at Coeserea. With strong religious and philosophie tend-
encies in bis nature, and an industry which knew flot weari-

.ness, he became one of the mnost copious and eminent of
the early Christian writers. Neander styles him the
creator of sacreci literature among the Christians. From
the pages of this historiaiî we here abridge some account
of bis literary labors.*

Origen had a friend called Ainbrosius, whom he used to
eall is wark-driveqr. He flot only excîted himi by'his
questions and challenges to ma ny inquniries, but also em-
ployed bis great wealih in providing him with the mneans

*For the accoumt ini full, see Ch. Rist., Vol. I, Torrey's Translation.
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