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At a recent meeting of the Royal
Institute of British Architects
a revision of the charter and by-
laws was made whereby there will be now admitted
to the Institute a new class of members to be called
“Ticentiates.”” ‘‘The obvious intention in forming
this new class of members,’’ says the BUILDER'S JOUR-
NAL, ‘“is that it shall be a step towards the production
of a Registration Bill, to be introduced into Parlia-
ment. The Institute’s desire is, apparently, to bring
within its fold a majority of the architects of this
country, so that.in approaching Parliament it can
claim to represent the whole of the profession, and
so defeat any opposition that may be set up by other
bodies who eclaim, also, to represent the profession.
The Institute naturally considers that its own mem-
bers, who have in great part passed the examinations
promoted by the Institute, or are men of undoubtedly
high standing, should take a higher rank than those
architects whom they now wish to bring within its
scope for the purpose of subjecting these practition-
ers to its rules, as regards the rate of commission, pro-
fessional etiquette, ete. This, of course, is all very
well from the point. of view of the Fellows and Asso-
ciates; but it should have beeen more clearly recog-
nized that the mere suggestion of putting a stigma
upon those invited to join the new class of Licentiates
I::gli E’iecl‘fsgﬁ,cfive of th‘f 1"‘_*1‘)’ purpose the Institute
to make the:m i:)iilson'll‘il:ed < dueement.was e 11-'ed
el i -1 e period ff)r which admission
s Licentiate class is to remain .
only, as a trial. He must conf open 18 cne Bk
of the Institute, but h‘ 5 Orl.n 0 s regu}g.mcolps
: ’ as Mo voice whatever in its
affairs. He can neither attend the business meetings
nor vote on any administrative question.”’
A Licentiate, moreover, must declare that he is not

Registration of
British Architects.

engaged in any other avocation than that of an archi-
tect, nor may he engage in any ocecupation which, in
the opinion of the Couneil, is inconsistent with the
profession of architect, under liability of suspension
or expulsion. How such a system will ultimately work
out will doubtless be watched with interest by Cana-
dian architects, in view of the movement now on foot
looking to the formation of a Canadian Institute of
Architects.

One of the most serious building

The London Disaster. collapses which has ever taken

place in Canada was that of
Reid’s Crystal Palace, London, which occurred on
July 16th. Ten persons were crushed to death and
twelve injured, and only a combination of fortunate
circumstances prevented a much greater list of fatali-
ties. It seems strange that London should have been
compelled to give us two such costly lessons on the
necessity for precaution in structural building as have
been furnished by the collapse of the City Hall floor
a few years ago and again by the disaster of last
month. The question naturally arises as to whether
London has been unduly lax as regards carefulness in
building, and some are bold enough to assert that the
necessary precautions have not been carefully taken
in many instances, and that many of London’s public
buildings are just as liable as the Reid building to
furnish the world with a costly lesson on the neces-
sity for care in structural detail.

However that may be, it may fairly be assumed
that in the future much greater care will be taken to
guard against a repetition of the recent disasters, not
only in London, but in other Canadian cities. More-

over, there has now been clearly shown the necessity

for having a building inspector constantly on the



