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THE SITUATION.

A difference in the form of the British
and American bills to give effect to the
award of the Behring Sea arbitration bas,
during the week, excited attention in both
countries, and caused misapprehension in
one of them. The British bill provided
that a ship which sailed before the sched-
uled provisions were published at the
place of departure, would not be liable
under the Act. This was interpreted in
the ,United States as giving immunity to
vessels which sailed for the sealing grounds
before the bill should go into effact. The
British explanation, by the iuouth of Sir
Charles Russell, is that if the vessel sailed
without notice of the passing of the Act
she would not be liable if she offende
against its provisions. The distinction is
not easily seized. It marks the differenc
between giving immunity to a vessel tha
Sailed -before the bill goes into effect anda
vessel sailing without notice of the passin
Of the Act. The Act might pass withou
notice of the fact reachiug the owners of
vessel about to sail; and some time woul
necessarily elapse. It would be no mor
than would be sufficient to send a telegran
to ports where vessels were liable to sa
that the bill had passed; and on the open
ing of the Mackay and Bennett cable com
munications were made between Englan
and British Columbia in a few minute
A special effort was made to obtain thi
result; but what bas been doue once ma
be doue again. The British bill, havin
passed the House of Commons, is bein
amended in the House of Lords so ast
remove the objection made by the Amer
ean Government. On a second occasio
Sir Charles Russell spoke as if notice of th
award would be sufficient to render vesse
offending against it hable. The Britis
bill contains no provision for payin
damages suffered in the past;, and witho
such provision the British Columbia legi
lature thinks the royal assent ought not1

i-

be given to the bill. This advice is not
likely to be acted upon.

British commerce interested in the tea
trade objects to the discriminating duty of
10 per cent. against it in the tariff schedules
now before the Canadian Legislature. In
the tariff of 1849, the late Sir Alexander
Galt set the example of discrimination in

the article of tea; then it was against
the United States, and the object was to

favor a direct trade between China and

Montreal. This time the object is to favor

the Canadian route by the C.P.R. and its

Pacific steamship connection. At present,

when the trade is at liberty to take its natural

course, Canada buys a great deal of tea

from England, and the fact that we do so is

proof that the operation is advantageous.

If this advantage, which inures to the pub-

lic, be taken away, the C.P.R. may gain

something by the change. But what it

gains, and probably much more, the tea

drinker may lose; no amount of logic will

convince the public that the change is

purely beneficial. It is useless toitell us

that the C.P.R. ean bring tea to Canada as

cheaply as it ean be brought by the round-

about way of England. We purcbased
from Great Britain last year 5,992,000

pounds black and 1,315,000 pounds of green

and Japan tea, making in all 7,307,000,
pounds, while 'our direct purchases from

China were 2,382,000 and from Japan
7,550,000 pounds. There is no arguing

against the fact that the tea trade to a

1 large extent takes a different course

from that into which it is to be forced
Besides, we get but little tea from China
these days; and for the change which bas
taken place in the substitution of India for
Chinese tea, there must be good reason
Here is an attempt to protect, not tea, but

a the vessels and the road which may carry
r tea. It will be strange if this discriminat
j ing duty on tea should not bave the effec

of virtually putting a tax of some cents pe
d lb. on the article -before it reaches th
s Canadian consumer.
n
t Coxey's army of tramps marching oo
a Washington, from many points of the com
g pass, to dictate laws to Congress, is th
t embodiment of mobocracy in a form suffici

a ently menacing to create some alarm. A
d first the aif air was treated as a sorry sor
re et prectical joke; but reflection modifiei
nu this viow and presente the comedy as tht
il possible source et a tragedy. When ti

a- ermay arrives et Wa3hington, it witt net bE

n. safe te attew it te stand on the stops et ti
d cepitel. The echemne et sending it te th,

,s. poor-beuso will scerceiy work. Luckily ai
is unarmed mob je net the meet dangereuso

ày mobe- This mobennot beseid te represen
ag meral force, and its physicel terce, sup
ag posiug it tree trom dynamite, may wol i

te rated iow for the numbers. Still the Gov

ri- ornmnent muet be prepared te oppose forci
n, te terce, if the uecessity should aisE

be Nething tees than neceesity wiiI justify

le resort te terce. Simtbing wilt deperi
F3h upen the way in wbich thie "ermy '

ng dealt witb, se fer as exemple gees. If th

ut wbhoetbing sbouid prove a wrotched flzzl(

ie si uh n roai il oe
tentbmieyt av mttr nten

future. If Coxey should gain from bis
dismal enterprise the kind of notoriety
which. will make him the hero of the mob,

he is likely to have imitators. Decidedly the

movement is one which it would be danger-

ous to make into a precedent ; in subse-

quent phases, it would be sure to develop

more threatening features than the initial

stage presented. We hope to see our

neighbors well out of the scrape.

An attempt is Leing made in Nova
Scotia to boom some old gold mines, long

since abandoned ; and if the report may be
relhed on, one or two cases of success have
been reached already. This result has been
attained by Nova Scotians working effec-
tivelv but economically. All right, so far;
but it is difficuit to say what may be the
result if a mining boom should cause men
to lose their heads indiscriminately, as
sometimes happens. The ore is admitted
to be low grade, but rich enough, so it is
contended, to insure good profits if pro-
perly and economically worked. A suffi.
cient number of trials is apparently being
made to test the value of several mines.
The result will decide whether gold mining
is to become a really great industry in the
province.

A deputation from the D>minion Labor
Congress bas extracted from Sir John

2 Thceapson a number of promises or half
promises. The deputation wanted an an-
nual holiday, to be called Libor Day,
established; and the Minister proposed to

. meet their views as far as possible, though
a he intimated that the power of the Do.
s minion might be limited. It may well be
r questioned whether September 1 would be
. a convenient day to make a public holiday.
t The deputat ion wanted a two cent per mile
Y railway fare; the right to witbdraw money
- froi. the Government svings banks with-

t out notice; in all Government contracts
r that the contractor should be bound to pay
e the rate of wages current in the neigh.

borhood of the work; better inspec.
tion of gearing and tackle. With re-

n gard to notice of withirawal from savings
banks, Sir John pointed out that it was ne-

e cessary to guard against a sudden run, but
i- he intimated that the Government might
t agree to permit certain amounts to be
't drawn out without notice. The Govern-
es ment would see how far they could go in
ie this particular. Ho deubted whetber the
eo Govornment hed power te require sbip-
e owners te substituto other tacklo for that
he they were using. On the wages question
he in connectien witb public works, ho wouid
an consuit with Mr. Ouimet, and on a two
of cent raiiway tare with Mr. Haggart. Sir

ut John expiained that tho new criminat cede
ip- bad net eitered the iaw in matters which
be genoraiiy cencerned warking mon. The
iv. doputation was pleased with the reception
-e it met.
e.

ra Thero are new three parties in Pariia.
id ment helding diffarent viewa on the tariff
is question. The Gavernment is protection.
ie ist on a declining scalo; the Opposition de-
.0, mande the eiimination et the protectivo

iieem t; r.MCthdearsfrre
are eitaprerceitvoetE-


