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T Epossibility of a widespread strike o! caI muiniers inT'the United States, coupl.d witii the f act that the supply
of coal aiready is none too large, again brings home ta us
the unsatlsfactary position of a large part of Canada as
regards fuel supply. Thoughtful Canadians who have given
this question cozisideration continually urge the necessity
of developing aIl domestie resources; A. V. White, consult.
ing engineer o! the Commission of Conservation, lias especial-
ly advocated the furtiier use of the water powers of the St.
Laswrence. Our large purchases o! coal in the United States
are ont o! the most important factors keeping New York~ ex-
change at a higli premiuin.

A circular issued a few days ago by the. Canadian Rail-
way War Board advises that fuel stocks b. laid in just as
.arly as possible, The circular says in part:-

"Canada's main sources o! coal supply are, roughly, four
in npnber. Tii. Pacifie coaat la suppld frein Nanairno,
WashingtonI, andi, ta soin. extent, Alberta; the prairie pro-
vinces receive their logical supply from the Alberta and
British Columia mines; sections cf eastern Canada are
taken care o! by the Nova Setia fields; but the. chie! supply,
an alniest the. entire amount of anthracite coal, cornes f rom

th aious minix$g regions of the. United States. As it is
in eautern Canada that the. denslty o! population and in-
dustrial developrnent ia highest, a coaI shortage in the United
States has very serlous aspects'for a great proportion o!
Canadians, and for a heavy percentage of their industries.

"Thle coal anppîy situation on the. Pacific coast andi n

th maritime provinces miay b. dismlss.d as h.lng reason-
ably satlsfactory. Ona the. prairies a seriotia siiortage exista.
~The fuel year i the. Alberta coal-fields comnmences on April
first. Last year, which was by no means a record year for
coal-producing .fftkiency in the. west, there had been shipped

betu April first and the. second week in Septemiler 1,313,-
421 tousm of 'commercial' coal-as dlstlngulihed froin coal
for r>iway service. In the. saine peiod of the present year
enly 529,522 tons of 'conmmercial' ceai iiad been shilpped. The.

voueof railway ceal shipp.d was equally Iow by compari-
son. This shortage e>n the. prairies was, amdisl, extremnely

sein. In pre-iwar years a certain amoiunt o! anthracite
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found its way to the Canadian west, via Ontario, from the
American fields. This movement was cut off by war cundi-
tiens asat year, and thîs to Canada was thus increased
materially, so that to-day there are approximftely 43,000
Canadian box-cars i the United States as against 10,000
American box-cars in Canada; a net balance of 24,000 cars
due Canada and unlikely for some time to be available to
this country. This figure, It should be observed, i. equal ta
over 16) per cent. of the total Canadian box-car supply.

"While this loss of cars to the United States has been
checked and will ultunately be -rectified by the return of the
Canadian cars, seriolla additions to, the volume of traffip to b.
handled by the Canadian roads are imminent. The shlp-
ment of coal from the western Canadian mines since the
beginiling of the. fuel year, on April let, is to date, only one-
third of the arnount forwarded in the saine period yeur.
Mýovement by rail is correspondingly delayed and cars will
b. detained in the west accordlngly. More serious still is
the prospect that American ports will be closed this wiater
to Canadien exports. Sixty p)er cent. of Canada's export
grain usually passes out by American ports. This will re-
main ta be handled across Canada to Montreal, $t. John
and H1alifax in Canadinn box-cairs,-adding one huntlred and
fifty per cent. to the volume o! export grain now taken care
o! throughi the ports o! the Dominion, and ndding much more~
than 150 per cent. in ternis of car-ileage.

"The seven thoumand new freiglit cars buîlt ince last
year are not one-third o! the number now detained in the
United States. The. additional requirements for ceai carry-
ing and for the. wheat trade-if the proposed American ac-
tion la taken-will be extremely serions. At tliis tiine o!
year too, veines a heavy movement of perishable farmi pro-.
duce, 7noving before the cold weather will necessitate using
special cars. Yet, ln the face o! these factors, tbe average
load per car in Canada bas fallen three tons!I

"The very serlous attention of aIl Canadian shipperu is
called ta thia fact. It means that where eight cars were
forxnerly requlred, Dine are now necessary! Where 1.60 tons
of tare-weigbt were thzrown upon an engine for every 216
net tons o! !reight, there are now 180 tans! Labor scarclty,
once the~ excuge for the light loading, ia no longer a !act.
It ia important in the. interests of the country, that~ the
hieavier loading practices b. restored. ?Railway efficiency
is part of your factory, mine, mili or warehous. efficîency!"


