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cation. The Carnegie Foundatioii ai]thorities bave, however, over-
einphasized the laboratory side of mnedical instruction. The Ger-

n inethod of miedical education is to tic the mnedical student to a
microscope, as opposed to thec Englisbi metbod of cultivating know-
ledge througb. the unaidcd eye. In (ierinany the aim is to inake
s'eientists first and then doctors. Whereas the ''primary purpose
for whicb. students iearn sciences is to hecome physicians, flot
scientists.'' The literature of the several subjects that forîn thec
basis of medicine lias become so, extensive tbat no man eau keep
abreast of it. Physiology, which is casily the most essential of ail
primary studies, bias hecome so elaborate that it lias suffered sub-
division intio three or more departmients or professorial ehairs
There exist similar subdivisions in ba.cteriology, patbology, and ana-
tomy. As each teacher declares Iiirnself incoinpetent to instruet
outside bis subdivision, hiow idie to attcmpt to make anatotnists,
pbysiologists, bacteriologists and pýathologists, etc., of inedical stu-
dents. The time is not so vcry remote wlicn a mnedicai student could
master ail the primary branches of medicine. To-day it is not pos-
sible for iita to mauter a single branch of the sciences that are
connected with inedicine, during bis college course. The, instruc-
tion given to tnedical students docs not enable one student in a
hundred, no matter how higli the standing of the sebool may be,
to say wbctber a throat culture is or is not diphtheria. For years
American medical teaebing bias heen dominated by the German
plan of instruction. In certain quarters there is setting in a re-
action. It is claimed th-at we have become guilty of a fetish-worsbip
of laboratories in medîcal instruction and mcdieal practice.

The great pbysician and surgeon must depcnd for bis diagnosis
upon the physical examination and the evidence bie extracts, sifts,
and weigbs in tbe patient 's history. Laboratory metbods are of
only occasional use, viz., to support or not support clinical findings.
Within the last few years physiologie-al and pathological cbcmistry
bave assumed incrcasing importance in medical instruction, and
would appear to hie rapidly pushing, and possihly rigbtly so, ahl the
other laboratory subjeets into tbe ýbackground. It is hopelessly
futile to attcmpt anytbing more than the most elementary teacbing
in the primary subjeets of medicine to-day. The tried-out sub-
jeets of the ages, anatomy, pbysiology, and cbemistry, sbould have
preference as to the lengtb of instruction hours. A student's most
precious possessions are bis time, bis vitality, and a ear mind at
the age wben the mind is most supple, its euriosity most alert, and
its nature most impressionable. It is only by cutting down the


