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have old, unsettlcd aceounts; a nd these enemies eau be changed
into friends if tlicy ean lie made to settle their indebtedness. A
person who oweýs the phyvsician moncy and does not intend to pay
will be one of the ffrst to kçnoek hlm. ''Short accounts makce long
friends.'' By aceiistorning ail classes of patients to an early render-
ing of accotints, wbile the am-ount is small and the service iýs fresh
in memory and appreeiation, the satisfaction of hoth patient and
physician viilie he btter asstired, collection faleilitated, and a better
financial morale promoted. The regular collection of accounts lias
several goo'd effects on a doctor's patientsq; it teacheýs fiem. that lie
expeets to he patid for bis services; it prevents fthe hill becoming so
large that tliey are unahie to pay if; if w'eeds out bad payers early,
and if avoids many losses due to removals and! deaths. To avoid
paynient pcople go elsewliere. A good rale to follo>w is neyer to
al1low an aecoiint to gef larger thani a, famiy can comfortahly afford
to pay. Tt is uinquestionahly casier for patients fo pay and for a
physician to, colief $10 twelve fines a year than $125 oncea year-
or even $30 four fines a year. Soon aerservices arc rendered a
stafement shouidl he rendcrcd, and on the flrst or fiffeenth of eacb
mont h tbereaffer. Tn long-contimuied cases, the physician should
try to colleet something wîhule attending ftie patient. Some men
neyer present a blli, but wait the patient's pleasure to pay. This
is demoralizin.g, as if piits the ,rsea in a wrono, liglit. The
patient gets fthc idea that the physician docs not nced the money,
and cen wiit, and heb is then offen forgoffen. Others present bis
only once a year, which plan ýis also open fo objection, for the
pat ient iaceidentally or infentionally forgets fhe eircumstances sur-
ronnding a case or fhe items of tlie account, and disputes the
bill. Affer sending two or fliree statements and reeeiving no re-
sponse, notliing gives sueli good resuits as personai. visits. The
accounts may bie given fo an atforney or a local coliector. Tf is
important that a physicien kcep bis word with his delitor. If the
plhysician states t-hat lie xvili -se affer a certain date, if the indi-
vidujal fails to makçe a safisfacfory arrangement abouf bis aecount,
then lie must do if. The moral effeet, of a sîiccessful collection is
of more vaine than fliceosts. HTaving people say, "Dr. Ble.nk is a
goodl doetor, but lie expects bis pay," is worfh hundreds of dollars,
and flic reputationi can lc ie aquired by a couple of years of close
eoileeting. The ineom-e from a medical practice rarely equals the
ineome olitaincd by men of equal ability, whose education and
capital are invesfed in commercial pursuits, nofwithstanding flic
greaât responsibulifies pliysie.ians carry w'lich laymýen escape. The
principal reason for this is that physic ians bave a constant tendency


