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baving power to follow & human being over a
roaning stream.”’
s« Arrah " sai
corner, ‘ did yes throw
in their faces, spit over your left shoulder,
draw a circle round you three times ™
ou're talking nanscnse DOW, 50

« Mnm,
you are,” said be; «for if my hand had net
, 1 could nat have

gane like the crack of 2 whi 2
orassed myself in time, for they flew at me like
bull-dogs.” X

Here was a gencral cessation from business,
and ope gazed on amother with horror,

s And toen,” said Knogher, {Kunogher
O'Brady was tho good man’s name,) * aud
then,” said he, “ whea I did get out of their
clutches, such zafaning snd laughing, with
pipes, fiddles, and all kinds of musie !"

« You're right enough,” said an old man out
of the corner on she other side of the firc, *it's
sartainly the gentry; they have been ia Soot-
land these threo yeurs, and I find they're re-
turned. But they're daceat, quiet, harmless
jantlemen and ladies, all of them,” said ho,
winking to those abeut the fire, as much‘ as to
s1y they were listening to him. “ Bat,”" said
he, in & low breath, and reaching forward his
head, ¢ where did you cut the brosney ?”

¢ Ag the root of the ould Skeagh."”

« Aw, Marra fastie,” cried he, « bad luck
to the gentler placc i all the glen.”

The old woman sat rocking off onc sideen
another, with inward groans, and at the same
time watching the door closely.

The two benizhted travellers hind no other
way of finding out the dwelling of Knegher,
than by squcezing through all the thickets,
jungles and brakes through which he passcd,
and arrived ut the door duting this colloquy.
The windows were beaming with the red flame
of timber, so that the reflection shot for in
among the trees, whose broad canepica were
closely interwoven together, and all loaded
with snow, Tied to two large hollies, lay a
couple of sleek milk cows, chewing their cuds,
and near to them stood s small rick of hay,
with a brown dog lying at the end of it. All
the domestics were enjoying the light of the
cottage windows, and no doubt were well
pleased with it as well as the homely voica of
the family. They again touched the wires,
but eather to a solemn strain, when that in- |
stant they head the knocking of stools, chairs,
pots, and pans out of the way, and every onc
l(:;:da:n'oring to et as near the wall as possi-

e.

As they entered, all the voices like one sa-
luted them—You're welcome, quality; you're
welcome, gentry ; come up, strangers, and take
a glaze of the fire this cold night,

The family were engagtd by this time knit-
ting, spinning, and making buskets, und not
sceming in tho least concerned. Howerer,
they could discover a piece of iron near to each
individual ; and an old woman that sat close to
the fire, on what in the Scottish tenguc is call-
ed the hab, scourged three handfuls of salt
over all their heads, wuttering at the same
time some incomprehensible cronan, then down
on her scat, slipping the end of the tongues
into the fire, and began to spin on a rock and
spindle,* keeping the tail of her eye glancing
betimes over at the strangers, and asking, in a
loud unconcerned manner, if they had travelled
far to-night, and then cyeing the rest of the
family slily. 1laving the rock stuck in her
bel¢, and pulling out the flax a considerable
length, she would make the spindle twirl reund
botween her hands; and thus she went on, but
still watching the other side of the fire with a
hawk’s eye, and keeping up the conversation
with theru as if she was not the least afraid.—
At length, sceing that all her incantations were
to no purpese, and that the gentry had no ap-
pearance of leaving her, she slipped carcfully
from her seat, as if mot wishing they should
pereeive her, and taking threc nails out of a
horse-shoe, threc-clf-shot stones, a handful of
sult, and a branch of rowau tree, she put them
into a little pot, and boiled all on the fire ef-
feotuully, nodding at the same time to the
family with importance, as much as to say,
keep your minds te yourselves; for shc had
not the least doubt but this would send them
either out of the chimney, or through the key-
Lole, in a flash of fire,

(To be Continued.y

d an old woman sitting in the
three handfuls of dus;
an

* The reck and spindle was the former manner of
spinning in Tveland, und in mapy other countrics,
It is generally practised in Portugal at this prescnt
day, and even in walking the strcots, as ferales
would practise knitting.

PERS" OF THE WEST DENOUNCED
BY FATHER MacMANUS,
Clifden, Co. Galwny, Scpt. 13, 1873.

To tlie Catholic and liberal public I respectfully
address the following observations. Tley caanat
be with truth gainsaid :—

14 i3 now over a quarter of & century since o per-
sigtont Biblical barter between couscience on the
ono aide and mammon and misrepresentation on the
other part was intreduced into Connemara by the
agonts of numerons anti-Catholic secicties whose
wealth wns enormous.  'The supporiors of that sys-
tem, judging others by their own material notions of
religion, felt sure that & starving population would
readily exchange poverty and the fuith of their fa-
thers for the gold and creature comforts, offered by
tho new reformers. Apostacy and not dire want
was the rigorously cnacted condition for the receipt
of rolief from those readers of the Blessed Word,
who, like the Old Tempter, employcd unappeased
Lunger as the medium of obtaining lasting beatitude
for their disciples. Although the temptation wns
unremitting, end the sad and dark pioncers of the
cruel missioners—pestilence nad periodical famine
—were constantly recurring, still the good people,
remembering that they werc the descendants of
those who were batchered and buraed by Cramwell
and other unroyal and roynl Bvangelists, refused to
change their faith from tho God of their fathers.—
‘So persevering however was the war, thnt evenr Bome

distant Cetholics avowed their misgivings aa to the
result, Some of our British rulers, too, had adopted
« Good News from Treland” as the shiboleth of or-
thodox sanctimonious salutetion. A most iniluen-
tinl Press, hostilo alike to Ireland Catholicity, had
storeotyped on its pages ¥ Irelard's dificulty was
England's opportunity.” Thus the notorious result
.of alien legislation furnished ar opportunity for the
inveternta rank hatred, and © opened a door” to Eng-
"lind’s wrath-bloated bigofry: - How the poor people
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could bave rot only withstood but

sigually defeated such a formidable bostile array, 18
bat anotlior proof of the indestructibility of the faith
—and ct Iroland too. May God save ber!

Even amongst Catholics the fulse statistics (_3( the
soupers, endorsed, a8 they were, by Protestant dignit-
aries of bigh and low degree, and by peers of the
realm also, found some small credence. But A few
days ago the respectable Jesuit Father, who came
to conduct the annual retreat for the Sisters of
Mercy at Clifden, assured us that he bad approsched
Counemar like » man who should prudently com-
port himself in the most gentle way lest his lifs
should be in danger, for he had heard that many of
the Connemara folk wore deadly enemies to Catho-
licity in general, and o the Jesuits in a speceial
manner. How the holy mnn's couni¢nance lighted
up with joy when he reccived most cordial tokens of
respect wherever he turned, and when he discovercd
Leyond all doubt that there were in tho whole ris-
ing town of Clifden only three Protestant Liouses,
and the samo number of Presbyterian dwellings—
The very revercnd gentleman remained nenrl_y a
fortnight, and preachrd nobly cach of the two Sun-
days. He was astonished by ihe vastness of the
wultitudes he had addressed. Certainly he did not
cconomise tho warm, trutbful language of cordial
congratulation on the vufailing fidclity of the peo-
ple of the West, Tam bound to record one of }_ns
most emphatic sayings, viz, ¢ Whilst the cnemics
are caluminating ye, and circulating every day that
passes fabulous reports, why are ye silent ? The
Liberal Press will aid ve” In truth, enly for the
patriotic Press we would have been long since <o~
gulfid in the abyss ef souper misrepresentations.~—
The mists of the wicked frand are vanishing, and
Iarze measures of orthodox soup have failcd to prove
that those who tugged at oily 1alles were truly babes of
Girace, for many of them bave given strong proofs
of being still nothinyg more than Lrittle cluy. About
a week ago A most respectable clergyman of St. Au-
drev's, Westland-row, besought me te recover the
child of a Mrs. Ruby from the Birds Nest at Clif-
den. DPoer Mrs. Ruby had four clildren. The
sotpera in an evil hour got them all into their nets,
But the significant terms of an  attoroey’s
letter Lronght three of themn to their Dublin
heme, But poor Katir, being over fourteen,was not
given up until the widow came to Clifden, The
mother was mentioned to the fleck at Clifden after
Mass, and the mether and uncagoed daughter, kaving
their fare paid by the good flock, went their way re-
joiving 1o Dublin.

To the Holy Jesuit I am bound to record my
thanks on bebalf of the people for lis approval of
oiir new church, now mnot ouly in steady progress
bt far advanced. Tho time, we bumbly hope, is
not far distant when we shall have church roam for
four or five thousand, and a pious, learned member
of some of the grand and preat religious erders
electrifring themn with heavenly cloquence as they
have often done already in the old parish church,
too small by one-half fur the pious multitude,

In the foregoing I have scrupnlously avoided say-
ing what might give offence to liberal Protestants,
who hate swindle just as mach as we do. Many of
our Protestant brethren ir Connemara have lilerally
subscribed towards the funds for the new chinrch.—
Morcover, disuniou amongst patriotic Catholics and
their brethren of thy Protestant faith has been the
rain of old Ireland.

I'll digmiss the soup system for the present with
onu obscrvatien. The feclings Letween Eugsland
and Ireland are, govetness knows, hard enouwgh al-
rendy without being umbittercd by the base, heart-
less, conduet of the missioonrizs accredited by Eng-
land to Ireland. 'Tis a notorious fact that those
hypocrites have suifered the starving orphan amd
weeping widow to endure the pangs of slow death—
and that from hunger, becavse they would not con-
sent to frequent their churches and soup dens.—
“I'was cqually noterious that the funds entrusted to
their wicked administration came from England.—
The inference was casily arcived at by the Irish
people that instructions of the domors prescribed the
base cornduct ef the distributors.  The Inglish
justly pride themselves on their love for honesty and
faiv play. Henee, without condescending to notice
rabid bigots, we would expostulate with the henest
English not to continne to scatter through their
myrmidons the reeds of undying hestility Letween
the two nations called Sister Kingdoms,

Tatric MacMaxts, D.P. of Clifden,
aud Dean of Tuam.

and their priests

CHRISTIANITY AXD MODERN POLITICS.
Catholics may well fecl an interest in the existing
politics of Eirope. It is not toe much to say that
ou the result of what appears te be the inevitalle
events in the history of France, Spain, Italy and
Germany for the next twelve montha, depends—hu-
inanly—the sweeping away of error and disbelief,
the conversien ot England, the spread of Christianity
over the whole world, and, it may be, the certain
beginning of that peace and good will amony all
yun for which end Christianity was originally in-
stituted by our Divine Saviour, and wkich the devil
and his agents have for the last eighteen centuries,
been allowed to do their best to avert, XNever aince
the Apostles commenced their grand work of coo-
verting the Universe, and of imparting to the nations
of tho globe a knowledge of the Creator and their
Saviour, hins there been such a_ mighty interest in-
velved. Naver bas it been of greater importance
that Catholics shonld keep their eyos cazefully fixed
upen passing ovents, and loso no opportunity of un-
derstanding them, and lending their individual and
collective aids in the accemplishment of the difficult
achievement of combatting successfully the mygrinds
of emissaries of evil, who, in various plausible guises,
aro Lusily doing the fendish work of their implacable
and merciless master.

To properly educate Catholics, it ought to be an
casy matter to distinguish the good canse from the
pad in the impending struggle. It is not for their
Denefit that wo are now about to peint ont the rocks
ahead which all genuine Christians should avoid
and the oljccts which they should not fail fo assist
by evary means that may lie in their power. The
few gimple facts which we are now about to Iny be-
fore our readers are intended for the bencfit of those
whose epportunities for education and constant
reading may have been tee few and far between to
allow them to keep themselves praperly posted up
in a knowledge of the political and religious events
ot the past twenty years, and their present positien
and prospects. Let them take a map of Europe in
their hands and follow us in our obscrvations.

In the North they will find a nation “drank with
suecess," us our beloved Archhishop very justly and
aptly described the other night hypocritical Germany,
and busy at the sncrilegious and devilish work of in-
sulting the Bishops and the priests of God, and in
throwing every possiblo obstacle in the way of the
progress of Christianity. In Italy they will find the
excommunicated Robber-King, Victor Emmapuel
niding and abetting Germany in iosulting and
battling with the Almighty. In the city of Rome—
the “ Eternal City "—as it will with the help and
asgistance of God ever prove itself to be—abides the
imprisoned head of God's Church:, duily insulted, de-
graded, scoffed at and sneered &t by the agents of the
Robber-King and by his soldiery, as our Redeemer
was more than once. In Ausiria they will find
Catholicity general and zcslous, as far as the people
are concerned, but Ly a vacillating and cowardly
semi-German monarck and Government, ruled in
an opposite direction, yet all anxious and willing
when the time shall come, to stand up for that holy
cause which should be above every worldly and per
sonal interest. In France and Spain—the cld seats
—and st} the brightly shining seats of Catholicity
~—thoy will ind truth aud their Church, and the
power and the glory which should beloag to-them,

.

represented andpersonified in the cause of morarchy
and that trte son of the Church, whom we hope
soon to hail as Henri Cing, and that undoubtedly
Catholic Dor Carlos. Run your finger across the
British Channel, and you will see your own country,
—long benighted England, obliged for thres cen-
turies to tolerate one of the greatest and most ex-
pensive religious shams that any unfertunate coun-
try in modern times bwos ever been afflicted with, on
the verge of awakening from her horrid hallucina-
tion, gradually opening her eyes to the great aa-
tional swindle Englishmen of many generations ago
perpetrated and too securely establiched in this once
happy land of ours, looking with intense interest
upon what is passing or about {0 prss on the Conti-
zent of Europe, and hesitating what she should do.
Thisis a real living picture, dear reader. The
dullest comprehension. can realizs it; the most in-
different, the most stupid, cnn realize it, The conse-
quences of what is at stake Are equally dear, are
cqually glaring, are equally momentous. Need Cath-
olice—need anybody whe presumesto ben Christian,
be told which side he ought to take in such a
straggle 7~—We hope not.
It only remains to be said that there seems to be
but little doubt that France and Spain will ers long
be ruled by the present Compte de Ckambord and
Don Carles; that immediately after, the Rebber-
King will require the Goversments of these twe
Catholic Kingdoms to recognise that of United Italy,
and tolernte the persecutidn, the robbery, and the
imprisonment of the Head of the Churcl; that
neither of these Christian monarchs will ever consent
to such a sacrilegious injustice ; that Italy will make
it an excuse for a war with France; that Germany
and Italy will combine their resources, and do their
best to extirminate Christianity in Europe; and
then will eome about a general struggle between
Right ani Might, Letween Truth and Error, between
a Divinely created Christizuity and modern Mate-
rinlistn, between God and the Devil—Ther will
come that time when Catholics all over the world
must be up nnd stirring. Then will come their
time of trial. Should they be found wanting—oh,
woe to Eurppe'—oh, woo to the whole civilized
world I—ZLodnon Universe

IRISH INTELLIGENCE.
Tur CLeacy axp Houg BRore.~Dean O'Brien, in
reply to the assertion made by the Times, that the
Catholic clergy of Ireland Lave been, up to the Iast
few week's, unfuvournble to Home Rule, has written
to the papers requesting them “ under the circum-
stances, to publish the following short notes:"—

“To the Very Reverend and Reverend Clergymen who
siyned the Limarick Declaration:

# Gentlemen—Fourtean lundred of our body
some three or four years ago signed a ¢ declaration’
in favour of Domustic Legislation. We proved in
that & declarntion’ that ¢ no settlement of the land
question, or the church question, or of all of them
together, would be sufficient to give England
sceurity and Ireland peace if this coumfry were re-
fused rational selfgovernment! There were four-
teen huodred witmesses to the feelings of the Irish
people, and fourteen hundred clergymen proclaim-
ing their own vonvictions. Have we changed our
convivtions, feclings, «r hopes? The Times news-
paper—the most powerful agent of division, dis-
sension and hate between Ebngland auwd Ireland
—siys we, the Catholic clergy, have changed. I
think the time hus come for us te prove to the
world that we have no:~only in as far as our feel-
ings and determinations ave stronger.  Many ima-
ginrd that our quies:noe signified indifference, but,
many of those whe keow us, are well aware that
wo were * biding our time,' in fact, awaiting the
coming great conference in Dublin.  Privately aml
publiciy I have proclaimed that this was the feel-
ing of numbers of our order; and privately and
publicly I have been endeavowring to bring this
alont. Our time has come at last, and I am pretty
certain the Frnes shall have evidence enough of its
delusion, though I am quite as certain it will hold
on its old way~I am, gentlemen, yours most
faitkfully,

4 R. B. O'Brey, D. b, Dean of Limerick,

¢ Chairman of the Limerick Declaration.”

Weeeme Wonns.—Under this heading the Nation
says of Archbistop MacHele's pronouncement:—
The Grent Archbishop of the West, # Lion of the
Fold,” pronounces on tha Home Rule question to-
day, and the English commentators, whose wrath-
ful effervesence still overflows on the Cloyne de-
claration, will hardly find their temper improved by
the letter in which the illustrisus Prelate gives the
ganction of liis high appreval to the movement.—
There was, indeed, little room for doubt as te the
light in which Dr, MacHale recarded the system
under which the life-blood of Ireland was cbbing
away, or as to the spirit in which he would witness
any legitimate attempt to termmate the disastrous
arrwngement in which the interests, the happiness,
and the dignity of the nation were sacrificed. The
Archbishop of Tuam is no recent convert to the
palitica! faith of the people. From the dawn of
that political carcer which stretches acrags the years
of a long and a glerieus life, his pen has been em-
ployed, his voice uplifted, and the influence of his
great intellect, of his exalted position of his solid
clequence, end of his stainless character, cxerted on
Lehalf of tiie best interests of his country and his
race. e, at least, has never falteved; through
changes aod trials, in the darkest hour of national
afiliction as in tho summer of the nation’s hopes,
undaunted apd unswerving, he has held firmly by
the principles to which the heart of the patriot
clings. Yt there are a peculinr Importance and a
peculine fitness in the appearance at the prescnt
crisis of the noble declaration wiich we publish
from his Grace to-day. The heart must be dead 1o
emotion which can contemplate unmeoved the thrill-
ing spectacle which it suggests, 'The Irish masses
silently defiling Leneath the banner of Independ-
ence, while the hands of the venernted prelate, whose
huirs have grown white in the service of God and of
his country, ave raised fo heaven to hallow the
patriot’s work and bless the nationnl undertaking!
Clear, explicit, and emphatic are the terms in which
the Archbiskop responds to Mr. O'Neill Daunt's qp-
peal to his opinion. No ane can pretend that the
voice from 8, Jarlath’s is pitched in a deubtful key,
or gives forth an uncertnin sound. There are pro-
phesies which work their own fulfilment; there are
prayers which answer while they ask ; and we desire
no better guarantee of the success of the Irish cause
than the support which it receives, and the zood
wishes it evoles from the venerated Archbishop of
Tuam, Of course we shall find this important pre-
nonncement—after the mannper of the Clovne de-
claration—made a target for the calumnies and mis-
represcntations of the English press. When the
priests” are in question no line of observation iy too
unfair, no fulsehood too scandnlous for the taste of
the journalists of England ; and thie article in which
the T¥mes discusses the action of Dr. Keanc and the
elergy of Cloyne, shows how bitterly tho old ran-
corous spirit of sectarian bigotry still leavens poli-
tical literature in England. But if the insults of
the Euglish press could weaken the influence of
Bishop or priest in Ireland, or turz them from the
path of honer and duty, their eflects would be long
ago rend in the abandonment of national principle
and in the surrender of our national rights; and
there are few things better calculated to nement the
union which has been the salvation of Irish society
than the shamefu]l attacks so recklesaly levelled
ngninst the authors of the Cloyne declarntion, The
patriotic letter by whicl the Archbishop of Tuam
hag cheered the hearts and strengthened the hands
of the advocates of Home Rule may not escape thé
same censorious criticism, bub its weight will be

felt and its importance manifested before long, he-

yond the power of misrepresentation to conceal, in

the infusion of fresh emergy, fresh courage, and

{rcx;h z:itrength into the ranks of the nationalists of
reland,

Catrax Casx—For the present popular hopes are
dashed as regards an immediate settlement of the
Callan case. The main facts mentioned by me last
week are, however, borne out by subsequent events.
Mr. O'Kecfie said two Masses last Sunday and ad-
dressed a emall congregation of humble persons,
commenting on the statcment made in the papers,
and giving his own version of the interview with
the Bishop of Ossory at Kilkenny, and the subse-
quent proceedings. He also addressed a letter to
some of the Dublin papers, which was published on
Monday morning. According to Mr. O’ Keeffe's own
version, it is strictly true that, on Friday the 18th
ult.,, he voluntarily went fo Kilkenny, waited oo his
Bishop, and sought and obtained an interview, when,
as he admits, he wag kindly received by his lord-
ship. He statos that he asked Dr. Moran upon what
terms his submission to ccclesiastical authority
would be accepted, and that his lordship informed
him bhe would not give a specific answer to the
question until the 24th, the following Wedanesday.
‘The promise not to say Mass on the interveniny
Sunday was then tendered. When the 24th cams
tho Bishop informed him that ke should ask abso-
lution frem the censures inflicted on him, and with-
clraw from the parish; when, should he continue to
lead a satisfactory life, a pension of one-fourth of
the income of the parish would be comferred on
him, These terms, propesed by the Bishop, Mr.
O'Kceffe says he rejected with seorn, To the an-
dience on Sunday, and ir the press, explaiving his
voluntary submissien, Mr. O'Kceffe candidly states
that he was driver to do so by the unexpected fuil-
ure of that support which he kad hoped frem the
country, in consequence of which be was unable to
maintain legal epposition to partivs with a large
commuand of means; and while making this admis-
sion as to the motive for his capitulation, ho is
equally explicit that his grounds for refusing the
Rishop’s propositien wete pecuninry also—namely,
the status and the peusion assigped to him., With
these fow remarks I may for the present leave Br.
O'Kceffe to the judgment of your readers. Matters
however have not yet fallen through tewards a be-
coming submission. All prudent Catholics will
nevertheless suspend their epinion, and await events.
I may add that I am in » position to give emphatic
contradiction to the allegations made in Mr, O-
Keeflc's latter to the Deily Express, that it was the
Bishop who sent to the press an account of the in-
terview on the 19th inst.—Tullet's Dublin Cor,

Traree.—The people of this ancient borough are
sadly dizsappointed at the sunouncement that there
will be no clection after all. The O'Donoghue will
not vacate his seut, at least so say his friends, and
the Home Ralers must bide their time, The large
force of police with which the town has been flooded
have beer marched back to their diflerent stations,
and the place hna oace more rcsumed its accus-
tomed quivt. The partisans of ‘The O'Donoghue
are very irate at his coaduct, and they join the
townspeople in complaining of the needless anmoy-
ance, tronble, and disorganization to which Tralee
has been exposed by the shilly-shallying of tho
Chieftain of the Glens,

Prorosep CoNFERExCE.—IE 18 now supposed that

the national cenference suggested by the Bishop

and clergy of Cloyne, with a view to found a broad

pepular associntion for the pramotion of local legis-

lation, will not be convened this month, 'Che en-

couragement that was lioped for the project has so

far netl heen realized.  Iis Grace the Archbishop of

Tuam, on being applied tq by Mr. Daunt for a de-

claration of opinion regarding the political situation,

Iy not given that meed of suppert expected. He

declares his unaltered conviction that the Irish peo-

ple have the clearcst right to local legislation, and

he prays they may win it by peaceful constitutional

agitarion. Bnt his Grace says nothing of the means

throngh which it may be won or the form of organi-

zation best suited to premots it, whilst he is silent

as to the proposed conference. The Archbishop is

emphatic, however in his demand for Catholic edu.

cation, It is further belicved that the Dishop aud

clergy of Cloyne would have preferred their declara-
tion to remain for some time unuoficed, in the sensa
of founding action en it Ly the Heme Government
Association in Dublin, Had such been dome, othev

Dioceses would probably in similar form have fol.

lowed the example, but the precipitate interference
of the Dublin Association scared many, whe appro-
bended tbhat the conference would be wrested into
the Associztion under & new name, and hence the
Bishops aud clergy have, as a body, held back, The
requisition, calling the conference, is, Loweyer, in
course of signatare.—Corr. of Tadlel.

Dupicatiny oF Sr. Corman's Cnukce—The new
Catholic Church of St. Colrani's in Dromore was
dedicated on Saturday last. Thero was & crowded
congregation.  The ceremony of dedication was per-
formed by Dr. Lenhy, Bishop of the Diocese. The
Rev, Dr. M'Gettigan, Bishop of Anwongh, presided.
Pontifical High Mass was said by the Bishop of
Clogher (Dr. Doxnelly), and the serinon wag preachod
by the Rev. Fathor RBurke, @F. The colloction
amounted to £9856, which sum does not inelude the
cash given for admission tickets.

Tur Caraerrc Crercy Anp Hoyz Ruiw.—The voice
from the West—the lion-note from Tuam’s venerahle
and venerated Archbishop—has aroused the jackals
of the press. For a moment it appeared as if they
had been too stupified for reply—-" silent arrectisque
anribus adstanl”—but having recovered from their
first consternation they proceeded to make response
but in such weak nnd half-hearted style, as to ‘make
it appear that they are conscious of the weakness of
their defence, “The United Kingdom,” says the
semi-official Telegraph, ¢ has survived O'Connell and
Repeal ; it will probably survive Home Rule, Dr,
McHale and Mr. Butt. This is a consoling reflection
and we hasten to add our acquiescence in- if. Wwe'
trnst the Unitod Kingdem will survive tlc realiza-
tion of &« Home Rule Kingdom-—united by friend-
ghip, not held together by force. The fecble oppo-
sition of the Government organ is & good augury for
the anccess of the movement to rostore to Ireland
her Legislative Independence, and indeed this
wenkness is perceptible through all the utternnces
of the English Liberal prints, It ia only in the
bigoted organs of Teryism that we find the expres-
sion of the dogged spirit of resistance to the just
clnims of Ireland which may be cxpected from that
perverse, obstinate party, In the phrases, “dis-
memberment of the Empive, disloyalty to the
Throne and Constitution,” ¥ sedition,” et paribus dictis,
we discover the bugbear with which ‘it is intended
to fright the English mind from the worl of restitu-
tion. The Times,on the other hand, endeavours to
combat the movement by the old weapons of covert
sneer and suggested doubt, cssays to point out to
his Grace of Tunm, and to those ¢ converts” to Home
Rule who can remember the time when they wero
not converts thut is a faree in which they are at pre-
sent engaped in performing on a great public stape,
Then, with a spice of its ancient cunning, it endea-
vours to row tho sceds of distrust between the penple
and the clergy by a wholemale accusation of gross
hypocrisy’agninst the Intter, “Some of the most
conspicuoun persend on the stage,” it proceeds, “have
no perronal faith in Home Rule? #The Romin
Catholic clorgy,” it ndda “ do not trust or belicve the
Home Rulers,” # tho Home Rulers are laughing in
their sleaves at the clergy,” * each side is convinced
that tho other side is guilty of a convenient dishon-
esty.” Tho zhnllowness of this dovice i3 toe patent
to requiro indication. The life-long devotion of
the great Archbishop of the Wost to the causs of
National ‘Independence, whether propounded g

Repesl or Homs Rule, is as well known ag the

that the grent majority of the Irish clergy have e%::
been attached to the cause of Fatherland, Bug the
hol]own_egs of the arguments of the great journnl jg
too familiar to our readers, and it would not sy
prige anyone to read in its columns, in a week o
two hence, that the demands of the Home Hulorg
were moderato and practicable, and that the Gey.
ernment wore not prepared to oppose any sarioug
resistanee to their passage through Parlinment.
Freeman, B

Tnk ArrroacHING GESERAL ELECTION—King! ‘
1r.—The members of Parliament for the Elg(:;?;
County have already taken the field in anticipatigy
of the carly appreach of the event. Sir Patrick
O'Bricn and Serjearrt Sherlock bave been to the
principal towns in the county, and'the latter leary,.
cd gentleman, bas canvassed the houses of the bug.
ness people, with what success it i8 impossible to
ascertain ; but it is certain that whoever is returneqd
to represent the King's County will not have a walj;
over, several capdidates being already spoken of
some of whom will be packed by those havin,
powerful Ianded influence.—Buening Mail, °

Lock thought 1t strange that an Englishmap
much less a gentleman, should plead againgt fre.
dom. Itwas, he said, hardly “fo be conceived:
We are equally at a loss to conceive how it s tha't
Irishmen and gentlemen of the present day cap
plead for slavery. Every point of objection axninst
Irish Independence has beenmet by nrgumentsb fact
and figures, so full, complete, and convincing thnz
one cannot help wondering how the most crot‘;}hett
ingenuity can invent pretexts for adhering to t,hg
English interest. The claim for Irish Independence
has been viewed, argued, and completely proveg
from every peint of view—the moral, the religioys
the financial ; its justice, amd even it cxpedia(.-nc N
have been made clear as the light of day. Byt g}
what avail are arguments and proofs? Whoa mey
choose not to be convinced they will cling to theip
own notisus and prejudices—we cannut call thep
opinions, much less principles; for we should syp.
posc opinion and principle should be founded in
reason, and be capable of support er defence. In g
few days will be put a test to the sincerity or fulge.
hood of Irish politicians generally apd of Irish
patriots in particular. A crisis is fast coming, gnd
the action of the country in this crikis may “decida
our destiny for ages. If Irishmen can now only be
true to themselves, they can reverse the destin
which the most diabolic ingenuity, treachery cupid’i
itiy and fraud have made for thcm.—ll’ezf.;rd reo-
e,

Since our last issue the publication of the Irish
agricultural returna for 1873, dated the 24th )t

have ndded turther confirmation to the conclusions
established in our article of last week. In hushap-
dry and in tillage, in breadth of land under cultiva.
tion, Treland continues retrograde ; the deerease of
the area under crops this year, as compared with
1872, being 217,154 statute ncres, or about four per
cent. of surface in a sinzle year. The decrease
under cereals alone is 159,990 acres—an e¢nermons
amount, the value of the crep considered—and that
under green crops proper, 101,814 acres; while the
breadth under flax increased 7,448, nud under men-
dow and clover, 37,210 acres.  In (ireat Britain no
such change in extent of surfuce ander cereals took
place this year. If we now turn to live stock, al-
though there hes been an increase of cnattle and
sheep, there has been a slight decrense in horses
and u considerable decrease of pigs, leaving a net
increase that is hewever no counterpoise to the enor-
mous decrenso in the value of of tillage-produce,
cspecinlly of cereals. In Great Britun cattle incre-
ased 6, and in Ircland only 2 per cent. this yearas
compared with 1872, Sheep increased 5.4 per cont.
in Great Britein, and orly 5 per cemt. in Ireland.
Pigs decreased less than 18 por cent. in Grent Bri-
tain, while thoy decrensed 23 per cetit. in Ireland
These facts do not indicate that Irish agriculture

the main sonrce of the nutional wealth, is prt;;:rus--l
sing at the same rate as that of Gread Britain—
Tublet.

An article in the Merning wst directs atiention

to the difiiculty of ebtainiug soldiers for the army,
We confess our surprise would be if we found nny
man in his senses capable of doing anything what-
cver willing to become o soldicr.  The days of over-
population arc gone; the value of labour has enor-
mously increased ; the life of the soldier is out of all
sympathy with the spirit of the age; and his pay is
miserably small, During thé past few years we
have had evidences that no man of intelligence or
spirit could possibly be happy undergoing the ser-
vitude of routine military life. Clicers with the
resourcaes of education, socivty, and nt least some
prizes of ambition, are not happy men; and too
often betake themselves to such courses us make
bad seldiers and unplensant gentlemen. The truth
is, barrack life is intolerable to human nature; and
the philantkropist who suppesed that the culiivation
of garden plots would meet the hideous prgportions
of the grievance was more sanguine thoa sensible.
As a rule the ranks of the army have been recrnited
from young mer who bave beea foolish, very ex-
travagant, very uscless, or very wicked. Igneranco
often disabled & man from getting o decent living,
and he went into the army. But ignorant young
men are not so plentiful as they used te be, and tho
tendency of the time has happily checked the spirit
of desperation which ten or twenty years ago was
the ordinary accompnaniment of bad conduct. Iithe
Government want more soldiers, they will have to
fit out their expeditions better than they titked out
that which now lies perdu on African shores; they
will have to corsult human teeling in some degree;
and pay men more than a shilling a-week poclet-
money.—Dublin Freeman,

Toup Stoxs Ixscrirrion-—The following is from
the Loose Leaves of a Literary Lounger, aond i3
taken from a tomb-stone in thc eld churchyard of
Belturbet, Ircland :—% Here lies John Higley, whose
futher and mother were drowned on their pnssage
from Americo. Had they both Hved, they would have
been buried here”

Svicipe 15 DusLiN. — A yausician named Robert
Reed, employed in the Queen' Thestre, committed
suicide on Saturday morning lagt. He was found
suspended by a rope fastened to a nail driven into
the wall at the beck of his residence.

A shaft has been sunk about cighty fect on tho
shores of Strangford Lough, Cuunty Down, in search
for ceal, but the treasure has not yet been dis-
coverad.

A daring burglars was committed at the Augus-
tinian Convent in Cork on Thursday merning. The
entrance was effected by a window, but 4 watchman
on duty promptly gave the alarm, and the burglars
escaped. Several articles removed fo the outside of
the building, were left by the thieves, when sur-
prised. Among the articles discovered weré &
military cap and a pair of hoots; and shortly after-
wards & private of the 43rd Regiment made his ap-
pearance at Lis barvack-gate minus those pecessary
articles of a soldier'sapaarel. He was, of courst, 8
once arrested, wilh two compnnions from the sameé
carps, against whom suspicion of coraplicity 10 the
burglary exiats,

REpRESENTATION OF County Coar—A discusrion in
reference to the representation of County Cork took
placo at the meeting of the Puhallow Farmers' Club,
Kanturk, on Baturday. . Semwe dissatisfaction wos €=
pressed by a fow members with some of Mr. MCar-
thy Downing's votes, but it was unanimously de-
clared that Mr, Smyth Barry was doomed. Notico
wad given of o motion in favor of bringing forward
ot least one tenant-farmer at the gencral election,
his expences, and, if necessary, a salary. while atteqd-
ir_lg Parliament to be provided by public subserip-

ions, _ ‘ .




