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The gravest Beast (e the dis; the gravest Bird is the dwi;
The geavest Fish js the Oyster ; the gravest Man s the Yool

To Corvespondents.,

J. R. Clinton. Thanks for suggestion, thoug
unable to ¢“ work it up ” for this issue. .

@artoon Comments.

Leanixa CanrooN,—And now the poor little
C.P.R.8yndicate is intimating that it would feel
better if it could get the timber along the line
east of Winunipeg into its dear little clutches.
But its kind-hearted parent has rot as yet
granted this latest demand, partly because the
youngster has alrendy had more goodies than
any child ought to have, and partly Lecause the
timber limits in question do not happen to be-
jong to Mamma Macdoneld. Somie children

" understand the virtue of persistency in keoping
ilp o clawmour for anything they take a faney
to, and this is one of that kind, and if there is
snytbing that works up the feelings of an old
maid (like the one in our sketch) more than the
unreasonable mewlings of s fractious infant, 16
is tho slip-shod style of the mother who hasn’t
energy enough to prove herself master of the
situation.

Finst Paae.—The festival of Hallowe'en has
just been celebrated, and it no doubt recalled to
many of oux readers the memory of bygone days
when the ‘¢ snap-apple ”’ gave them an oppor-
tunity to test their cleverness. As a picce of
complex diflioulty, the feat of catching a sus-
pended apple in the teeth may be comparel to
the settlement of the Irish Question. Willie
Gladstone made & gallant struggle with the
first apple of discord for a long time, but now
he has fimly grasped it, and all the world
(minus the encinies of civilization) will join
with John Bull and Mrs. Britannia Bull in con-
gratulating their clever son. :

Eronrr Pace.—If it is to be recognized as a
principlo that the Collector of Customs shall
have the aushority to prohibit *indecent’’
books by his official ipse dixit, there could be no
objection to extending his benign influenco be-
yond the Custom House. We have endeavoured
in the sketch to pourtray the improved appesr-
ance the Zoo might take if this were done,

The death of Mr. Watson, Librarian of the
Local Legislature, is deeply regretted by all who
knew that gentleman, and few men had 2 wider
acquaintanceship. Mr. Wetson has left a char-
acter for faithfulness which is worthy of carnest
imitation by all members of the Civil Service,

and shines brighter than any fame for literary
achievement, although Mr. Watson is by no
means without the latter, :
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The people of Manitoba have fully awakened
to the fact that their Province occupics an an-
omalous and anything but comfortable position
in relation to the General Government. It is
regarded at Otlawa in the character of a needy
relation, All the land of the Province is sup-
poscd to bo owned by the Dominion, and theo-
retically the Dominion Government provides
the funds for local governmental purposes,
This money, however, it is complained, is doled
out with niggard hand, and the high spirited
Nor'-Westers are determined if possible to make
a radical change in the matter. Grir likes tp
se¢ manly independence, and will be most hap-
py to assist his fellow countrymen in their
struggle with pen and pencil.
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If we understand the article which appeared
in the Mail of Tuesday last, that journal takes
the position that, Ghristianity being the foun-
dation npon which thelaws of Canada arebased,
Christianity is therefore the raligion of the Dom-

inion, and as such is under the protection of the’

Government. It follows that the Government
is authorized to prohibit and put down anything
which may be considered anti-Christian. = This
lands us just where our fathers stood in the
palmy days of the Inquisitiou, and it is de-
cidedly refresling to get such teaching from an
organ of ‘‘Progress.,” Carcful study of the
little sketch clsewhere in this issue will edify
this jumbled-up editor..
* »
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The comic men in the political Montreal
troupe are still amusing themselves over that
¢ coal conundrum,” but the audience. consider
the matter no joke, and are thoroughly tired of
the antiquated twaddle. One practical consid-
eration occupies the mind of the consumer :
the coal dealers promise to sell their coal 50 cents
per ton cheaper if the duty is removed. A con.
undrum i3 sll very good in its way, but 50 cents
saved on every ton would be considered a richer
thing altogether by the working men.
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Mr, Aldeiman Taylor, who began the agita- |

tion of the Frec Publie Library Question about
a year ago, is working away with undiminished
energy. He has issued 8 neat ciroular in which
statistics on the question are given from many
American cities and towns, many of which en-
joy splendid libraries though they are smaller
and less wealthy than Toronto. The following
extraot from the circular will explain Alderman
Taylor's scheme for realizing his object.

* Coming down to figures, wo propose to ask
the Government to pass a Permissive Act em-
poweriug municipalities to assess, as ‘o maxi-
mum, half a mill on the § for library purposes.
Such an appropriation would give us - a start,
and if supplemented by private donations the
year 1882 will gee this desirable boon sn ac-
complished fa¢t in Toronto. Thereafter, and
within five years, I venture to say that every

‘city in Canada will boast of its freo library,
affording full access to the ‘heritage of tho ages'
"“—works on mechanics, applied sciences, ang
the endless benefits resulting from the * art pre.
servative,’” There are two feasible methods of
establisbing & library from municipal funds,
One plan—advanced by my colleague in the
Couneil, Alderman Hallam—is to forestall and
fund a portion of the rate g0 as to erect band.”
some and suitable buildings at once, and £l
(or partially £ill) them with say 60,000 or 8,
000 yolumes the first year. The other plap
would be to commence on a more modernte
acale and spend the money in books, ete., as i
is granted. Either way would secure a grand
.result for any corporation availing itself ofjihe
Act. I would advocate such an establishment
that the maintenance thereof would not exceed
$5,000 a vear for Librarian, Assistants, Care.
taker, gas, &o., so that the purchase account for
-new books, pericdicals and newspapers may bo
os large a8 possible. Onco it is a fact accompli,
the substantial donations already . promised by
wenlthy and generous citizens can be nccepted
and we will have an institution to which weean
point with pride—s pride all the more pardon-
able because it will be the pioneer free library
in Canada. We must not etop at books, bov.
ever, valuable as they are, but see to.it thats
comfortable and well-supplied reading-room is
sttached, whers the scientific.and illustrated
journals now so indispensabe to the progressive ||,
artisan, may be consulted.” ’ .
2 % .
Apropos of this, our contemporary, thé ||
Citizen, is keoping abreast of the limes. The
movement in favour of a free public library for
thie" ¢ity is rapidly growing, .and the Citin
offers prizes for essays by working men
only, on the value and influence of public
librarios to the working olasaes, The essayis
to be limited to 5,000 words, apd it is not opén
to literary or professional men to compete, bal
the Citizen aphounces that other offers of suil
able prizes will bo made for essays on the gen-
eral question from a historical and citizen’s
point of view. The full particularg and condi-
tions of tbis enterprising scheme are given i
this weok's Citizen.

Our Private Box,

. Mr. Alex. Caufman duly appesred b the
Royal on Monday night, and has been growing
"in. popularity with each successive, eveniog:
Hisplay is one of strong emotional intorest, &
his rendition of the leading character leavs
little to be desired. The support, with some
trifling exceptions, is good, and altogether
¢ Lazare, a life's mistake,” is well calculated to
please a cultured audience.

At the Grand Mr. Wm. Horace Liogsrd, th
well-known comedian, gave three performance
of his smusing new play, ** Stolen Kisscs,” an
was succeeded 'by Mr. Sam Hague's Minst
from Liverpook,{Eng. This troupe occupies
position in Liverpool which is held by Cbristy®
in London, and their appearanco in Torott®
will afford our citizens an opportunity of e
paring the English idea of negro character #
that of the American minstrel stage. .

We are pleased to reprins the followiug i
teresting item from the Globe. The gentlems?
roferred to is a son of Mr. Lander, M.PP., of it

city :—




