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~The gravest Beast it the AsS; the gravest Bird it the Owl;
The gravest Fish is the Oyster; the gravest Man is the Fool.

Gur Own Egotist.

It is moved by the World, and seconded with
all his heart by Mr. Grir, that Sir W, P. How-
raND do take the chair s Chief Magistrate of
‘foronto for 1881. If that gentleman’s health
and circumstances will at all permit him fo
accept this nomination, he can be elected with.
out the slightest’ difficulty, if not by acclama-
tion.
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And it is high time that the civic chair was
placed beyond the grasp of party—whether
of the ward or of the state. It is ot only
absurd Lut dangerous to perpetnate the scan-
Jalous blunder of electing our Chief Mugistrale
on political grounds, aud un opportunity would
be given in the candidature of Sir Wirnnx
HowraNp to accomplish this rescuc, and at the
same time give a reasonable promise for the
future.
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I say this without meaniug any disrespect to
our present Mnyor, who has, on tho whole, per-
formed his duties creditubly. Mr. Brary is a
wentleman of estimable personal character; a
1oan of genial heart and pleasant bearing, but
he distinctly represcnts a political party. He
was olected not chicfly becau-e he was a good
citizen, but becouse he was a good Conservative.
Sir Winwam Howraxp would bo clected without
noybody thinking of enquiring what his politics
wre.

.
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That little cartoon on * High Jinks in Holy
Teinity * has stirred up a correspondence in cer-
tain of tho exohanges, One of the writers says
Grie must not think the Roman Catholic
chiorch is the only body in Canada entitled to
have a solemn service in which what is grand
and beautiful is introduced.

.
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Idon't know that Gmir does think so; he
cerfainly never said so. Bub Grip may be ex-
cused if he fails to sce anything “‘grand or
beautiful” in the grotesque genuflections, the
unnatural uticrance of words, and the goneral
vapidity of the very high ceremonies lately in-
tulged in by Mr. Daruine and his friends. The
cnly grand and beautiful things about it were
Kxox LiTrLe’s sermons, which would have been
far more grand and beautiful had they been de-
livered in a Quaker mectiog house.
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I read that atticle in the Belleville ntelli-
fencer about the Hanran-TrickeTr raco with
feclings of commiseration for its writer. Poor
tellow! He poes the longth of saying that
Hanvan showed bad taste in * monkeying™ with
a modest opponent, who had staked his all on
the result, and was doing his level best to win.
This editor is a dangerous radical. Ho scoms
to hold the opinion that it is possible for «“ Our
Boy* to do anything wrong.

Talking of HaNLaN, I admire his skill and
enjoy his success as much as any Canadian, but
I join handg—or pens—with the Jutelligencer on
this point. It was a bit of bad tuste, but I
question if Lord Cuestinrierp himself would
have acted more becomingly ander the same
oircumstances.
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There’s another thing apropos of HaxwLay.
They tulk of giving him a portion of the Islund,
the freedom of the city and, ‘‘something band-
sowe * in the way of a purse—in addition to a
magnificent public reception on bhis relurn.
This is the way of the world, azd a queer and
crooked way it is, ton,
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Just at the present season when hundreds of
honest and deserving people are suffering with
cold and bunger, there seems to me to bea
ghastly irony about this proposition. HaNran
has enough end to spare ; with fair management
of his funds, he is to-day independent. Now if
our onthusiastic public must find an outlet for
its pride and pleasure in a gift of money—let
the money be given by all means, but to those
who really need it.
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This whole thing is wrong. Had Haxzaw
failed I vow you wouldn't have heard a word
about & testimonial, and yet in that case he
would have been a proper subject for such a
compliment. We ought to pile our honors on
those who honestly strive but fail, as well as on
thuse who succeed. There is our respected
fellow-citizen, Mr ,Cavreon, for example, who
for more than twenty years has spent his best
energics in promoting a public schemo which is
to-day as far from realization us over. Aundyot
nobody ever talis of presenting Mr. CarrioL
with a bag of gold ir recognitior of his labours,
which have been infinitely more severe as well
as more noble than our great oarsman’s,

*
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Ancrmann Fornes is coming to town, and 1
am glad to sce that steps are to be taken by
the city press-men to invite himn to a luncheor.
The Montreal brethren did the decent thing by
AucmiBarp, and it will be decidedly too bad if
Toronto—the intellectual centre, (bear in mind)
—makes a failure of it. But I do not an-
ticipate any such thing. I look forward to
a really crediteble display of journalistic jeuz

d’ esprit, on the ocoasion,

Ix this connootion I haven't yet heard what
Mr. Gonoox Brown intends to do about it. To
sustain his alleged position as the leading

. journalist of the city, it seems to me he ought

6o be the first man to move in an affair of this
kind. I am, however, inclined to the opinion
that Mr. Bkown is sadly lacking in the qualitics
that make a representative newspaper man.

*
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1 beliove that Mr, Swan has decided not to
run for aldermanic honors after all, He will re-
main upon the School Board. Mr. J. N. Lags,
an equally popular and esteemed man goes on
the tickot instead. Mr, Symons and Mr. MiLs
will fight it out gquarely for the vacant School
Trusteeship, and as GRip said Inst week, the
residents of the ward will consnlt their owe in-
terest by electing the former gentleman.
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The montion of the School Board calls up
unplensant feelings in my breast. It suggests
the city schools and all the anomalies connected
with them. I think of the immature minds
that day by day arc bound down with a worse
than Ceniral Prison discipline, and at the same
time cruelly crammed with scholastic jargon of
which they bave not the slightest intelligent
comprchension. This is a fair and temperate
statement of the position of the achool children
of Toronto.

To be eficetive, education ought to Le jm-
parted on thoe lines of human nature, Now, the
strongest characteristic of youthful human na-
ture is playfulness, and just in the degreo in
which the process of educution partakes of the
nature of amusement it is effective. If the
teachers in our public schools made their pupils
understand what they were learning, the child-
ren would take infinitely more interest in their
tasks, and make more solid progress. But of
course they wouldn’t go ahead so rapdly, and
th:zt would not suit vur modern hot-house edu-
cators.

-
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Our boasted school sysiem nceds o thorough
overhauling. The punitive character of it
needs to be toned down. The Kindergarien
iden, so successful with the youngest children,
ought to be adopted all the way up to the highest
grade of our public schools. The present sys-
tem and its managers stand woefully in ueed of
an infusion of cormon eense.

* The Political Situation.”

The population of Canada is probably about
four and a hali millions. Of these, nive bun-
dred thousand are men. Of these nine hundred
thousand men, precisely three hundred and
seventy-two thousand and seven hundred and
forty-onc stand in an attitude of cuger wakeful-
ness. They look towards the ninth of Decem-
ber to see Sir John A. gracefully and graciously
undie the string of the bag and emit the Pacitic
Railway cat. They wait to see il the lovely
animile has been tamed into usefulness to the
Dowinion generally; or whether it still purtakes
of thonature of a wild-cat. If the latter, will
it claw and scrateh the syndicute, or will il turn
itselt furiously upon the public weal?. Tomake
unseemly jests about the feline creature would
be unfecling, and yet these threa hundred and
seventy-two thousand seven bundred and forty-
one men do want to know, out of mere idle
curiosity, whether Sir Johu’s careful and sccret
training is towards a useful train of cffects or
towards a catastrophe in which this Dominion
will come out at the tail end of the horn. Are
we to have a Pacific Railway, or u way to tho
Pacific throngh much railing, both on and off
the floor of the Parliament buildings? Two
hundred and sixty-seven editors are to be found
among these three hundred and seventy-two
thousand seven hundred and forty-one expec-
tants. Their pens are sharpened for the fray.
and if that cat turns out ferocious towards tho
public interest, then had it even seven lives, two
bundred and six{y s en pens are sufficient to
aid them all, The opening of that bag may—
who knows?—have tho effect of bestowing upon
Sir John A, “the sack.” But we anticipate
while one muse intended only to warn, the cat
mews, impatient to be let out. Out it must
come on the 9th of Decembor, to make or mar
the syndicate, which must sooner or later face
the talents of the two hundred and sixty-seven.
GnrIr has talons too—two too many for any cat
trosh out of a bag.

A Little Learning.

R. W. Norwan, M.A,, D.C.L., should refrain
from criticising other people’s English until he
learns to write a more graceful sentence than
the following :—

“ May we, till that time comes, in tho inter-
im bid him farewell.”

This oceurs in a billinsgate opistle contributed
to a recont Montreal Spectator, in reply to
one ** Nihil Verius,” who is denounced as a per-
son of very limited knowledge of Enplish. We
are inclined to think this “D.C. L.” is woll
taught as well as logical: in fact, as'may be
scon from the above cziract, he is taught-
ological.
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