THE CHRISTIAN M{RROR.

"GENERAL LITERATURE.

THE PRIMITIVE CHURCH
CONTHASTED WITI THE CHURLH AT THE
PRESENT DAY,

Tirw con:lition of our church in our own times,
co-npaved w.th what it was in the days of the
apostles, and theiv immadiate successors, pre-
seats a sad departure in doctrine and practice

from the purity i which it then existed,
Then the united prayer was in the Innguage
of e Saviour, that the chucch might be one,
evan as Chestand the Faher were one, that
tne world might believe because they were
one. Nw the practice ol nearly all is, that
the church should be split up and divided into
varions sects, with no hond of union to join
the « Frrent bodies of professed Christians,
Then Cnristinns4nade their future existence
the great end and aim of their being, and all
ather uestions were sade subservient to it
Now prolessed Clristians practically live for
this warkl 3 the otirer being only an afier con-
sideration.  Then to proless the name of
Chivist, subjected his followers to ignommy,
reproach, anch death, and the loss of alt pleas-
yres which the things of this world afford ;
they were persecuted, imprisoned, and subjec-
taul 10 the most eruel tortures, that man could
indict, and their property was subject to con-
lizcation, and their very nimes cast out as evily
Now to profess the name of Christ is honor-
able, and secures even the respect and favor
of the world.  Then, 1he offence of the cross
deterred any from becoming the followers of
Christ, only as they were influenced by pure
and holy motives.  Now the honor ofa Chris-
Uan prolession is a strong incentive to church
membership.  Then the followers of Christ
ware willing (o spend and be spent in their

© Maatar's service 5 they suftered willingly the

-tudesafthese who are loud in their professions,

treir discipleshipy they are az clore in their

aL-spoiling of their gonds, and counted not their
o.vn lives dear umo them lor the =ake of

Cansty and il needs be, they were willing to rpearing of the: great God and our blessed Sa-
endure every aflliction and  privation, and|viour Jesus Chirist, ought to be up and doing,
death itself, for the more enduring jovs ofithat we may asouse others to be ready, with

o that hater conntrr.”  Now we have reason
to fear that simsilar teials weald couse mulu-

to forsaice the cause of the Redeewer, for
the husks of this world.  Then there was a
marked ditlzrence hetween the church and the
world, in the lives, conversation and examples
ol mn.  Now the outward acts of the ma-
jority of prolessars furnish swall evidence * of

Lcgaing, as overbearing in their dealings, as
arobent awd unrelénting in thetr animosities,
w4 miseriy in thelr savings, as aristocratic in
thair feelings, as dogenatical in thair opinions,
and ac worldiv-miimded in their conversation
aa b intereousse with the world, as are many
wansa hopes and desires are houmled by the
itz of iz they wee as fond ol eguipage
an i show, as mueh given to laying up riches
here Below, as foad of the honors of thix world,
and of bz called hy meo Rabbhi, as are many
of wnm e o uot expect hetter things: and
thev embark withr the xame zeal in politieal
animosties, aml are as light and wrifling in
theiv eonvecsation, and alf their feelings appar-
ently ay limited to corthly pleasures, as are
maay wha lave nota name tolive. Then
tite Christian lived for Christ ‘and for him
alone,  Now we fear multitg les of professors
are living for themselves, Then they went
from house ta house, exhorting sinners, com-
fort'ng the ailicted and encouraging the lreth-
cren. Now most seem (o be satisfied, if their
ministers alone parform thexe duties. Then
the cause of Christ was near their hearfs, it
burned upon their tonguer, and was their con-
tinua! theme. Now how cold and desad are
professors; how seldom is the sinner exhort

cept at stated periods. 'l'heB
course with each other, their tongus gave the

to God come notinto all their thoughts,

last new novel js eagerly devoured. Then
they forsook not the ussembling of themselves
together.  Now how many names are on the
records of the church, who seldom visit the
stated proyer meeting. Then they were con-
tent to believe the Bible as it reads, and did
not seek to be wise above what was written.
Now each one fancies there is some hidden
meaning in the text, which he brings to light
by interpreting it in a figurative or spiritual
manner; and that the Bible does not mean
what it says, according to literal reading,
Then Christians were living in constant ex-
pectation of their Savieur’s return.  Now the
church are satisfied to delay his coming 1000
years. Then they strove with all their might
to advance the interests of the church ; but
now they are more eager to huild up their re-
spective sects,

A carelul comparizon of the church in the
two periods of its existence, cannot but sausfy
the candid inquirer alter wruth, that the stan-
dard of piety is sadly lowcred ; and that pro-
fessors of religion do not hve in all holy con-
versation and godliness, looking for the day of
God, as did the early Christians, This is
most truly the Laodiccan state of the church,
and Christ stands at the door ; while the
church are saving in 1hvirdhearts, © my Lord
delayeth his coming.”  We therefore who are

fooking for the hlessed bope of the plorious ap-

their lamps trimmed and burning, reidd to meet
the bridegronm when he cometh, like the
Christians of the primitive church.

THOUGHTS ON THE DOMESTIC INSU
TUTION.
ALs. the fuoundations of 1}, ¢ earth are out o,
course, (Ps. 82: 5) Guil. 10 the plentitude o
his wixdom and goodness, iis s seen (it to create
man in his cwn image, that y'e might be hap-
py in the enjoyment of his fav-or furever. To
carcy cut this great. and henewolent design, he
has mude every necessary pro vision in the
adaptation of weans and laws,  Although he
hax lelt us to choose odr own sp-here of life,
yet he claims the prerogative of tw 2ing law gi-

dreadfu) as that presented by an
ly

g0 theif inter-| Let it forever be understood and rerﬁén.be,”l
. "

hat to be holy is simply nothing mere nor Je.,

most ready utterance’ to such joyful emotions than 10 be right, to think right, feel righ, o
as the cause of Christ inspired. ' Now how'right, and only right, in all things at all iy .
often professors meet, hold Tong intercourse and inall places. Thisis all thatis meany 1,
with each other, and part with not a word of the term holiness; the opposite is mn.
heaven, or God: even in the sovial circle, this view we see what a holy family i, is
wlere they congregate for friendly intercourse, an instance wherethe union of the heads by
the news, the weather, the fashions, and po-ibeen aceording to the law of God |(‘L'alllv
litics are fruitlul themes 5 but their relations consummated, ard where the law of love g
Then predominant. Where both temporally ayy
the Bible was their book of books, Now thejspintually there is a place for everyiling, ang
.everylhing inits place.
case, there will be harmony and substantia)

In

Aslovg as th'e is the

happiness. But if the smallest wheel of 1l
moral machinery is displaced, it throws e
whole into confusion. Much more is it x
where a principal wheel or the spring is wars.
ing.—This reverses the whole scene, for thew
is, and there can .be no earthly scene «
/unho]y famii.

To this sentiment all candid thinking per-

sons must yield a ready assent, as one that iy

based upon incontrovertible facts,  Every fa-
mily iz a fountain (rom which issue the streams
of society, both bitter and sweet. What lan-
guage can cxpress the height, and depth, the
length and  breadih of the responsibility of all
heads of families 7 The world is whatit now
iz, by reason of sin. When we look atout
and see, az we are compelled to, on every
hand the ravages of sin in every department
of life not excepting the sacred pale of the fa.
mily circle, we are constrained to ery out in
anguish of soul, All the foundations of the
carth are ont of course. God & merciful designe,
and Satan’s devices are not understond, for
the simple reason that they are not studred.
God is ever bountiful, but he helps those only
who help themselves. He piveth wisdm
liberally 1o all whn ask in the right way. Tle
sluggard, and especially the spiritral sluggan,
is of all men the most loathsome character
that can he conceived. The enemy of man
i ever on the alert, and aller some xix thon-
samd years of experience, he knows full wel
how, when, and where to hurl his fiery dans
most successiully.  He secks continually te
poison the fountains whence flow the streams
of humasn enjoyment.—This done, his work
of destruction is accomplished, as effectually
as would be the case if the only fountain from
which a fonily could be supplied with the
cooling beverage, were poisoned. He con-
tinually seeks to undermine domestic. happi-
ness, by leading astray both husbands and
wives, parents and children, brothers and sis-
tere,  Sapping the very foundations of all that
is dear to man on earth.  Let the work of re-
form commence with families, and thus i
the foundation be cleansed ¢o that the strean's
may be pure, It is truly ‘surprising to sce

ver: he only knows what is most . necdful for
us. ) . ’

Whatever reference the psalmist mi ght have
had in this text, it nevertheless seems 1 pplica-
We to the suhject before us, We' tlierefore
procecd to inquire, what are the foupdations
of human happiness-in this iife, Although
this is & mest important inquiry, yet it isnota
very difficult ta=k to furnish a correct answer.
Every person possessing common seuse will
readily answer, that the foundation of Jome-tic
happineas ixlaid in a properly regulated family
The marriage instution is {rom God. When
rightly viewed, it ix such as is worthy of it< (]
author, being everv way adapteil to the end for
which it was de:igned. ‘

Nothing on easth presents such a seene of jroots, which have-stry
exquisite delight, ax that of a holy family. | That scripture-is literp

Perhaps e shall not be understood when we |

noxious weeds in his garden.
man who, wishing to fell a mighty oak, over
whose head cenluries have rolled, instéad of

how the enemy, €. since the fall, has been
succeeslully lulllng the world :" sleep on 'h'f
great subject,  In view or. 1€ v':';.‘“:h’;.::
multiplied ellorts that have a2-Jowth @
! at have heen p. wve have

reform during the last twenty yeary, v

said, Wherdunto shal i i ra-
nid, eréunto shall we liken this gem. ™
tion? Itis like nnto a- man who, instead &

plucking up by the roots, is continually mow-

ing down orrather clipping off the tops of the

Or like the

aying the ax to the roat, is seen climbing 1o

the very 1op of the tree, and there striking the
first blow, and so trimming down towards the

Sc_);'deep‘ into” the earth.
t terglly troe, which, in giv-
ng a description of the character of fallen, men,

soy @ holw family. The true meaning of this|says, that madness is in their' hearts' while

term, like that of mapy others, has been solt
perverted a< 1o convey to mauy very errone: f

hey live. The author of sin- and its conse-
juences looks on with the' itmost ‘complacen-

v, orthe enguirer enconraged by them, ex

ous nations concerning God aridhings of God. [cy, ond saysy. Well, that all worké admiry,



