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but resolute force, to surprise and carry off the Prince and

the Admirai to the boats, and to make for the jersey shore.

The plan was submitted to General Washington, who sanc-

tioned it, under the idea that the possession of the person of

the Prince xvould facilitate an adjustment of affairs wîth the

mother country, and a recognition of the UJnited States as

an independent nation.
IlThe following is a copy of the letter of General Wash-

ington to CoL Ogden on the occasion. The whole of the

original is in the handwriting of the General
1To Col. Ogden, of the ist jersey Regiment.

"SIR,-The spirit of enterprise so conspicuous in your

plan for surprising in their quarters, and bringing off, the

Prince William Henry and Admirai Digby, merits applause;

and you have my authority to make the attempt in any

manner and at such a time as your judgment shall direct.

1 am fully persuaded, that it i.i unnecessary to caution you

against offering insuit or indignity to the persons of the

Prince and Admirai, should you be so fortunate as to cap-

ture them ; but it may flot be amiss to press the propriety

of a proper line of conduct upon the party you command.

IlIn case of success, you xviii, as soon as you get them to

a place of safety, treat them with ail possible respect ; but

you are to delay no time in conveying them to Congress, and

report your proceedings, with a copy of these orders.

"Given at Morris Town, this 28th day of March, 1782.

"lG. WASHINGTON."
"NOTE.-Take care flot to touch upon the ground which

is agreed to be neutral-viz., from Rahway to Newark, and

four miles back."
Before relating the particulars of this plan, it may be ex-

pedi.ent to state, that the City of New York is situated on

the -point of an island which advances into the centre of a
capacious bay. -A narrow armn of the sea, vulgarly called the


