. which'in his opinion is the cause of all

- once hiad occasion to cite asimilar opinion

- tinues Captain . Babson, “ as an act of

_of the fishery provisions of the treaty of

" “intcnds to enforce the wood, water and .
7.t ghelter
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riod, when there was a disastrous war with
Russia, nothing occurred to lead any one,
either in Great Britain or Canada, to think
disintegration -desirable. Qur own belief
is that the movement in England, to
which we have adverted, has had so few
supporters that it has completely col-
lapsed, although it may possibly be re-
vived by the recent attempt o create an
Impression that it is likely to receive en-
couragemenbin Canada. Of one thing there.
can be no doubt whatever, which is that
those visionaries who profess to be anx-
ious to prevent the disintegration of the
Empire are doing all in their power to
bring it about.

L
A COOL PROPOSITION.

The New York Herald of the 18th inst.
contains a remarkable letter from Captain
Bubson, Collector of Customs al Glouces-
ter, Mass., dated 17th inet., whichis head-
el “Our fishery interests.”’ * What this
great undertaking requires under our
treaty obligations.” # Important rights in
peril.”  We gather from the introduc-
tory remarks that a Herald representative
called on Mr. Babson, as one familiar
with the subject, to obtain from him © a
¢ comprehensive statement of the bhis-
# {orical aspects of the fisheries und the
¢ present relations of our people engaged
¢ in that industry with the people and
‘‘Governments of the. British Colonies
“ along wﬁose shores the hardy fishermen
« ply their voeation” Mr. Babsow
alluded especially to the treaty of 181§,

the ;trouble between Canada and our
fishermen, He frankly admits that by
that treaty a complete swmrender was
made of all the shore fisheries, except
those specially excepted.  1b is satisfac-
tory to have such an admission from Cap-
tain Babson, although we have more than

given by Daniel Webster.
follows :

Mark what
“What is demanded,” con-

justice to our fisherman is the abrogation

1818.” Justice to our fishermen, forscoth |
A cool proposal from the very fishermen
who have procured the abrogation by the
United States of two trealies by which
Canada conceded her admitted rights for
a very inadequate - compensation. Capt. .
Babson adds: “The treaty of Washingion
 will expire on the 1st of next July, and
‘there is no doubt but that Cauada

‘to thie furthest extent.” The
sum and substance .ot ihe recommerd-

States obtained

ation of Capt, Babson is that the United

States s_hould violate o solemn trealy imd
seb Great Britain and Canada at deflance.
Forewarned, we are told,is forgarmed,
and our Government would do well {o
tuke prompt measures to enforce our
Lreaty rights alter the lst July. As usual
in all'such cases the commissioners who
negotiated the frealy of 1818 are said
to have been “lost to all consider: -nons
4 of common-gense or shrewdness for hay

“ ing allowed the insertion of a clause
“ forbidding American vessels from enter-
#ing Canadian ports for any purpose
“ except for shelter or to procure wood
“and water, thus culting them off' from
¢ all commercial privileges, and putting
“into the hands of the Canadians the
“ power by our own concession to drive
“ our vesscls {o sea and forbid the pur-
“ chase of ice or bait or snpplies” 1i
is added that ¢ this provision of the
 {reaty is not superseded Ly any of the

4 clauses of the Treaty of Washington;

‘Cand is still in force to-day.” Captain
Babson takes special care to omit all

-natice ol the fact that there was'a quid

pro quo, thal Great Britain held that the
war of 1812 declared by the United
States, bad abrogated all the fishery rights
previously enjoyed, but a compromise
was arrived at- by which the . United
all the fishery rights
they wanted on the southern and western
shores of Newloundland, around the Mag-
dalen Islands, and north west along the
Labrador coast, through the Straits of
Belle Isle indefinitely. Tt was in con-
sequence of this most liberal concession
by Great Britain that the United States
formally rencunced all the claims that
they would like now to insist- on being
granted. Even if the American Commiis.
sioners had been “lost to all consideration
of common-sense or shrewdness,” the
treaty was formally ratified by the Senate
of the United States, and, moreover, it is
held just as strongly by Canadian writers
that the British Commissioners were on
every occasion when treaties were ne-
gotiated with the United States * lost to
all considerations of common-sense or
Shrewdness.”
THE CO-OPERATIVE SUPPLY
ASSOCIATION.

The esiablishment of a co.operative
store in this city seme five years ago ypirvo-
duced no little disturbance in the minds
of refail dealers.”
success or a failure its opevations were
certain’lo have more or less influence up-
on their business. The idea of & co-oper-
ative store would searcely have oceurred

to any business man brought up in Can-.
“aday 1 was w ho)ly exotic, and Lhe ueces-

Whether it proved a.

sity f01 it in the great centres of Dnglzmd
was (he outcome of economic’ conditions
not likely to occur for eome time on this
side of the Atlautic. The ideawas evolved
through the gradual decrease in the pur.
chasing power of lixed incomes, inherited
or acquired, among government service
employes in England—owing in a measure
to increased prices of goods in ordinary es-
tablishments which, through the losses
incurred by the credit system, were com.
pelled to make the good pay for the bad,
thus widening ihe difference |between
wholesale and retail prices. These people
had just so much ready cash to spend, and

‘as they usually managed to live up to their

means it became a question how, in the
gradually altering state of things, tliey
could manage to eke it out so % to main-
tain them in the genteel manner to which
they had long become accustomed. The
co-operative system thus came inlo vogue,
became fashionable, select but not exclu-
sive, and proved more or less successful,
In Canada and the Uunited Stites the
efforts to establish the system bLave not
proved so successful.” We do not purpose
here to enter inio a history of ihe co-
operative association established in Mont-
real; Lo an ordinary observer the Asso-
ciation possessed all the -elements of
success. Its capital was proportionately
as large as 'that of ordinary general retail

establishments; its membership [custom-

‘ers] rapidly increased, until théy exceeded
3,000. ['The present membership is 3,542].
Thinlk of 3,500 cusiomers—representing
the patronage of a number of families

_equal to that of a city of 15,000 to 20 ,000

inhabitant§, and all paying m=h down Tor
everything they buy, One would say that
stively comething must be wiong if suchi a
_concern did ot pay. -~ For, notwithstand-

"ing the exotic nature of tlze business, the

Association succeeded in drawing to its
counters the patronage of peojle from Tar
and near, Montreal contributing scarcely

one-third of the members. Professional

- people, employes in ‘public and other

oflices, and even many persons who de.
1ived most of " their méans fiom' sources

atumlly opposed’ to the system, ﬁocked
to the co- opemtwe store,

But at the oulset serious errors had
been made in purchrxsmg supplies, especi-
ally in dry goods; furs, drugs and other
articles where - great skill is ‘démanded.
Too mueh or too many of one ar hcle were
béught. - We need only refer to lhe I'u'ge -
quantily of buttons on hand: " In - giocer- .
ies the "concern’ appears .o -have'made

'money, having had the. good fortune to_

secure a trained man for the head ‘of that.

@ieparbment. The dly goods’ depal tment, X
-on thie other hand, was a:comiplete failare




