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riod, when there vas a disastrous wai' with
Russia, nothing occurred to lead any ene,
either in Great Britain or Canada, te think
disintegration desirable. Our own belief
ls that the movenent in Eiiglaînd, te
which we have adverted, las hlad s0 tewn
supporters that it las completely col-
lapsed, although it iay possibly be re-
vived by the recent attempt te create an
impr'essioen thaut it is likely to receive en-
couragement in Canada. Of one thing there.
can be no doubt whatever, which is (hat
those visionaries wlio proless te be anx-
ious to prevent tlie disintegration of the
Empire are doing ail in their pover te
bring it about.

A COOL PROI'OSITION.

'Tlie New York Jcîerald of the 181h inst.
contains a remarkable letter froin Captain
Babson, Collector of' Custons at Glouces-
ter, Mass., dated 17tli inst., wlicli is head-
el " Our tishery interests.'' " "Vhat this

great uidei'takiiig requires under our
treaty obligations." '' Important rights in
peri)." 'We gath'er from the introduc-
tory remarls that a Berald representative
called on lr. Biabson, as ne familiai'
with the sub)ject, te obtain lionm him " a
41 compreliensi.'e stateient of the his-

torical aspects of the fisheries and the
present relations of our people engaged
in thait indust.ry with (le people and
Goverinients of the British Colonies
along whose shores (lie hardy fisliernien

d ply their vocation." Mr. Babsoli
alluded especially to the treaty of 1818,
whicluin his opinion is the cause of ail
the ;trouble between Canada and our
fishermen. He frankly admits that by
that treaty a coiplete surrender was
made of aIll the shore fisheries, excelit
those specially excepted. It is sat.isfac-
tory te have such an admission from Cap-
tain Bdlsonl, altLhough we have more than
once had occasion te cite asimilai' opinion
given by Daniel Webster. Mark what
tollows : '' What is demanced," con-
tincues Captain ,Babson, " as an act of

justice to our fisherman is the abrogation
of the fishery provisions of the treaty of
1818." Justice te ourfisherien, forsooth 1
A cool proposal from the very fisherinii
whio have procured the abrogation by lie
United States of two treaties by whichi
Canada conceded lier admitted rights for
a very inadequate compensation. Capt.
Babson adds: "The treaty of Washington
" will expire on the ist of next July, and
" there is no doubt but that Caniaca
" intrnds te enforce (lie wood, water and
" shelter te tIe furibest extent." Th'lie
snum and substance et the recommerd-

lion of Capt. Bilabon is that (he United

States should violate a solenm treaty and
set Grieat Britain and Canada lit defiance.
FoIeivarnecl, we are told, is forearmîed,
and our Goveiiiinenit would dlo we Il to
take prompt imieasures to enuforce oui'

treaIty r'iglts after the .at Juily. As tsual
in all such cases the comm iser's vlio
nîegotiated the treaty of 18S8 are said
te have bee I lost te all considerations

o coinnion-sense or' shrewadness foi' ham
' ing illowed the insertion of a clause
" forbilding Aierican vessels froin eter-
" iig Canadian ports foi' any purpose
" except for shelter ori te procure w'ood
4 and water, thus cutting theni ofrom

all commercial privileges, and putting
Sinito the hands of the Canadians (le

powier by our own concession te dive
4 ou' vessels to sea and forbid tlhe pur-
" chase of ice or' hait or' supliies.'' I
is added that Il this provision of (lie
'' treaty is not superseded by any of' the
" clauses of (he Treaty of W'asliiii.toi

and is still in force to-day." Captain
Babsoi takces special care te oimiit ail
noticeof the fact thiat therei s a guuid
puro ito, thlit Greiat Britaii held tbat the
war of 1812 declared by the United
States, had abrogated aill the fislery rigits

previously enjoyed, but a compromise
was arrived lt by wlicli thle United
States obtained all the ti>hery rights
thiey wanted on the soutlierni and wvestern
shores of' Newfoundland, aroiund the Mag-
dalen Islands, and north west along the
Labrador coast, tlhirough the Straits of
Belle Ile indefinlitely. It n'as in con-
seqience of this miost liberal concession
by Great Britain (hat the Unitel States
formally renounced ail the claims that
they would like iow te insist on being
granted. Even if the Anierican Commis-
sioners had been 'lost te all consideration
of conimon-sense or slii'ew'dness," lie
treaty wis formally ratified by tle Senate
of the United States, nnd, moreover, it is
lield just as strongly by Canadian writers
that tle Biitisi Conmmissioners were on
every occasion when treaties ivere ne-
gotiated witi the United States ' lost to
all considerations of conmmon-sense or
shre'wdniess."

THE CO-OPEllATIVE SUPPLY
ASSOCIATION.

'The establishment of' a co-op<er'ative
store in this city some live years ago pro.
duced no little disturbiance in the minds
of retail dealers. Wliether it proved a
success or a failure its operations were
certaini to have inore or less influence up-
on their business. The. idea of a co-oper-
ative store vould sai'cely have occuired
te any business man brouglit up in Caii-
uda. IL was mnlholly exotic, and (he neces-

aity foi' it in the great centres of England
was (lie outcome of economic conditions
not likely to occur for soie tine on this
side of the Ahlantic. ''lie idea was Evolved
tLhrough the graduail decrease in the pur.
chasinig power of fixed incoies, iniherited
or' acquired, among governient service
employes il England-owing in a measure
to inereased prices of goods in ordinary es-
tablishments which, through the losses
incurred by the credit systemn, were com.
pelled te make the good pay for the bad,
thus widening lie difference (between
wholesale and retail prices. These people
had just se much ready cash te spend, and
as they usually managed te live up te their
means it becane a question how, in the
gradually altering state of things, li'ey
couli manage te eke it out se is te main-
tain them in the genteel manner te which
they had long become accustomed. The
co-operative systei thus came ino vogue,
bectme fashionable, select but not exclu-
sive, and proved more or less successtul.

In Canada and the Uited Sttes the
efforts tô establish the systeni have not
proved se successful. We do not purpose
lcre to enter ino a histoiy of I'he co-
operative association established in Mlont.
rieal. To an ordinary observer the Asso-
ciation possessed all the elements of
success. Its calpital was proportion atcly
as large as that of ordinary general retail
establishments; its niembership [custom-
ers] rapidly increased, until they exceeded
3,000. [The plesent membership is 3,542].
'T'hîink of' 3,500 customeis-representing
the patronage of a number of families
equal to tbat ofa city of 15,000 te 20,000
iihabitants, and ail paying cash down for
everything they buy. One would say that
surely Eomething must be iong if snch a
concern did 1et pay. Foi', iotw'itlistaiid-
ing the exotic nature of the business, tle
Association succeeded in drawing. te its
counters the patronage of people from Far
and near, Montreal contributing scarcely
onc-(hird of the mnembers. Professiona
people, cmployes in public and other
cilices, and even mnany persons who de.
iived nmost of their means f2in1 sources
naturally opposed te the system, flocked
te the co-operative store.

But at tlie oultset serions errors ]ad
been made in purcliasing supplies, especi-
ally in dry goods; furs, drugs and other
articles ivliere great skill is denianded.
Too much or too maïiy of ene articlevere
bought. We need only refer te the large
quantity of buttons on land. In gi'ocer-
ies the concern appears to have amade
money, having had the good fortune to
secure a trained man foi' the liead' f that.
depairtient. 'T'le diy. goods depat ient,
on (lie othe' band, 1Vas a complete failuire


