. - On'the Origin of the Chinefe. : -3
. tablifhed themfelves;butheadded, that Makdchina, which wasalfotnéntioned -
in his book, extended to the eaftern and fouthern oceans.. I believe, never-
-thelefs, that the Chinefe empire, as we now call it, was not formed “when:
the laws of MEenvU were colletted, It was not till-the” ef’gh’th.cchfury»‘be-
fore the birthof our Saviour, that a fmall kingdom was ¢re@ed in .the pros
vince of S/Lcn-.s’z',k_the'capital' of which ftood: nearly in the thirty>fifth degree
of northern latitude; and about fve degrees to the weft of Si-gan:- both:the
country and its metropolis wer¢ called Chin ; “and the dominion of its prin-
ces was gradually extended tothe eaftand weft. The territory of Chin, focalled
‘by the old Hindus, by'thé Perfians, and by the Chinefe (whilé the Greeks
and Arabs were obliged by their defeftive articulation to mifcallit 872) gavé
its nameto a racé'pf ‘emperors, whole tyranny made their rﬁem'o'ry- founpopus
lar, that the modern inhabitants of China hold the word in abhorrence, and:
fpeak of themfelves as the people of a milder and more virtudiis-dynafty; -
but it is highly probable that the whole nationdefcended from the Cainas of
Me~v, and, mixing with the Tartars, by whom the plains 6f Honan and
the more fouthern provinces were thinly inhiabited, formed by degrees the
.race.of men, whom we now fce in pofieflion of the nobleft empire'in Afizi
. In fupport of an opinion; which I offer as.the refult oflong 'and anxious
inquiries, I'fhould regularly proceed to examine the language' aid letters;
religion and philofophy, of the prefent Chinefe, and {fubjoin fome remarks
on theirancient ménuments, on their {cience, and on 'their irts*both libes
ral and -mechanical; but their {poken language, not having been preferved
by the ufual {ymbols of articulate {ounds, mulft have been for many ages in
-a continual flux ; their Jetters, if we may fo'call them, are'merely the {yme
bols of ideas; their popular religion was imported from In#ia'in an age coms
paratively modern; and their. philofophy {cems yet in"fo tude a ‘ftate, as
hardly to deferve the appellation; they: hdve nio " ancient monuments,  from
which their origin can be traced even by plaufible conjeCture; their feiences
are wholly exotic and their, mechanical arts have nothing in them characs
teriftick of a particular family; nothing, which'any fet of men, ina couns .
try fo highly favoured by nature; might rot have difcovered and improved; .
They have indeed, both national mufic and national ‘poetry, and both -of
them beautifGlly pathetick; but of painting, fculpture, or architefture;, as
arts of imagination, they feem (like other Aftaticks) to have no idea. "Ins
{tead, therefore, of enlarging{eparately on cachof thofe heads, { {hall briefs
ly inquire, how far - the literature and religious ‘praflices of China confirm
or,oppoic the propofition, which I have advanced. o i

We have oculax, proof, that the féw radical charaéters of the Clinefe weré .
originally (like ouraftronomical and chymicial fymbols) thé pi€tures or out= |
lines of vifible objefts, or figurative figns for fimpleé ideas, ‘which they have ;
multiplied by the moft ingenious combinationsand the livelicft metaphors;; !/
but, as the {yftein is peculiar, I belicve, to'themfelves andthe :Fapancfe, it
would be idly oftentatiousto enlarge on it at prefent; ‘and, it néither. corros;
borates nor weakens, thé opinion, which I endeavour to fupport. The famg:
may astruly be faid . of their fpoken language ; for, independently of its con-
ftant fluttuation duyring a feries of "ages,. it 'has the peculiarity of excluding
four or five founds, which other nations articulate, ‘and is clipped into mae: -
nofyllables, even.when the id¢as expreflcd by them, and the written {ym=
bols for thofe 1deas, arc'very complex, This has arifen,~F-{uppole; £r<';1_r}3f -
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