
Oit the Origiln qf the. thinef. 3
Pýabli{hied tlemfelves.;but lie added, that Mah dchYna, Which was«alfo mnéntioned;
in his book, exiteùdçd to, the eaftern and fouthern oceans.. 1 believeiý,rneyer-ý
thelefs, that the Chinefe empire, a's we now caIl it, wvas flot formed -wei

t.he la-ws of NIE NU uWeré colleated. It wvas flot tilthý: eighith.centur-ybe-
fore the bir.th.of ouxiSaviour, that a fmall kingdom was éreaed. in ,the pro-i
vin ceeof'SJLe n-J4. the'c,1pital"of which ftood- nearly,;nithe tkiitylJ degrec
opf riorthern Iatitùdei 'aà 1 aboutftveé degrees to tlhýe wefl of Si-gan: -bothoth6
countr-y and its imetropolis were called C/un; 'and the dominioà. o.f its prin-
ces was raduallyextendedtothecaftànd wcft. The terri tory ofCh fo called

lytfie old'Hindts, by'the Perjians, and by the Chinýfe (ývhile the Grece
andý àr bs-, eobliged. by their defeEtive articulation to mifcali t Si-1) gavë
its ,iainctd a race 0f emfperors, whofe tyranny made thecir rýnmry-foUppi

lartha tEemo4n in aitt of China. hold the ivord',in' brrence, and:

fpak of thcmflvesjsý the peoplé of a iilder'and'moe Y" irtùâii -dyhafty;
but it is h ighVy p. palta h wholc nation:defcenidedýfrom the 'Ci'zinas of
:[VIE NU' and, miking with the"Tartar'; bywhom thc"plain .s of Ilonan and
the more fouthern. provi.néeýs werc thiil'y inhlabited, formed by degrees the
race,'of men , whlom. weý now fçe iii poBllion'of'tli- nàebleft'empieý in 4Ytfi

*.fnfpport. f an opinion' which 1 offer as. the refuit of'long .'ànd anxious
Î.nquirie.s,. ,.1 fl-otild regu).arly proceèd to. examine the languagè' àüd letters,.
religion andPuoph, of the prefent Clibnefe, aï-d fubjoin- foine rçrnaiks
on. tleir ancien ht m nmnts, 61 theïr fciencea&o hi ýt~bt ie
ri and .mechaiica-l.: but their fpoken lan guage, ,not havi'ng b'enpreferved
by the tilùa1 fyrxibols çf. ««rticulate fbundà, «mufc havé b-ex for inany

acontinuai flux 1 theix letters, .if we may fa-cail t1h. agesçey-h fm
bols of ïdéas; théir p6plar re1igi9o4 yVas irrportcd from indi'& in an age com-w
par-ativcly moderh; and their, pliilofôpljy «feýn-s yet:'ii ' fo 'rude a 1tate, as
hardly to deferve th,. appellation; théy hàVe rio ancient rnoiznrnents,,yrr
ivhi ch t1ir orgw aib rcdeen bypl0ibccne ure; -thcirfciezces
are w holly éii. n heir, wzei/&aýzica.1 arýts have nothing in thlém char-ad&
teri2t ick of a particglar family; not 1hjng, whl-ich-'a -nvfet ofilmeri, ina coun-.
try fo hiighly favioured by@ nature; might flot hzive difcovýered and improvedý
They have, inçleed, both national "mufic and national 'poetry, andi both -of'
thera beautifully'patheticl,; but of painting, -feulpture, or architeature, as
arts otfinagination', ilhey ec.(lkcohr4iaticks)'tà have no i-dei.. 1n;-
tead, therefore, of'nlrgig cpara.el«y -on.ca*chof thofe hcads, .1 lhaIl brief-;

ly inquire, fio,,vvfir' the « iteratu .re and religicus -praafices of China confirin
orop ,.the propofition, whiclh 1. have advanced.

We have ocu1lar. pi'oof. that th' fèw radical charaélers of thc Cui-nefe were
çr!ginaliy (like our afcronomical and «chyvi.cial fymrbols) thè piEturcs or out~

~ins f vfii&oje6~sorfigurântivé.figris for firriple ideas, "ivhich they have
*rultiplied by th' mýofling-ehidus càmn',a'tion5and thie'livelfP mfetaphors.,;
b4t, as the fyftefi is peculiar, I belicve, to'themfelves and the jàaiznfe,' it
woulcl bc idl~ 'oftentatious to enlà.reon- it. at prefent; 1ànýd, it' ne4ther, Co1ro-:
borates nor.weakens, the opinion, whichî 1 endeavour to fuppô6rt.ý Thýe faii7:e

mayastruy e fid ofthirpoke6 làngua,é;,Ifor, ilndepend.éni-tly of its con-/
ftant fluâuation dgi'n:g*'.'ferles'of'ages,, it ias the è cci lii-ity of exéludin'.
îour or five fqijcis, whicl other'ijauons'artixc tla te, :andis'clipped ntomduo
nofyllables, ýeven.v'hen the ideas çxpi-çffcd by themr, anid-the written fyîn,.
>2o15 for hfeiesa-vcy ýomFlex* This lias arifený-fùppofej frôm


