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\ulh Lons(mnulmn so slronrrl) deplcled on their’
countennnces, that he shrunk’ back m\ohmmnl)
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the most terrifying malignity; und he thought the
old womun suddenly seized him by the arms, am’

‘with. an undefined feeling of. apprel ;. bue
‘before he Imd time to reflect 'n” moment: Junger,
one'of them suddenly darted out at the doar, and
seizing the Loy roughly by the shoulder, dragged
him violently into the cottuge. ** L um not what
you takemefor,” snid the hoy attempting tolnugh,
*but only the poor pedinr who visited you lust
year. " Are you wlane?™ inquired the old wont-
an, in a harsh deep tonc, which made his heurs
thrill with npprehension, “103" suid the Loy,
-+ Lym alone Aere; and olas I he udded, with.n
burst of uncontrollable feeling, * T am alone in
the wide world also. . Not » peraon exists” whe
‘would shed o mnl-h,m.u very night.”
— Lhen yon are weleome!” suid one of the men
Cwith' e sneer, while he east @ ;,lum.c of pus.ulixh'
expression at the other mhubxtuul: of the cot=
mge. ¢
‘l_t wis:with a shivet of.apprehension rather
than of cold, that the boy deéw townrds - the lire,
-"uul tiie loul\s which the; ol womun und her sons
3 I"'l.ll made him w sh thut lmhml preferred
t.ho bh(_lll.‘\‘ of any, ‘one 'of tho Toufles: eottuges
which ‘were s ttm d nenr, ruther thontrust hinis
self umbn”' pu:una “of such ' dubioas aspect;
Dreadfid sunmacs flitted -across-his brain: aml
lc!‘l ors \\hu.h lio could neither Lomlmt nox exitnts
ey lmpeu,cptll)ly smlc intg his' mmd it nlone,
and-bey: ond the re l oi‘ nmslum,e, he l(.‘:-(ll\(!(\.
fo smother his suspu.xons, or; ay least: not to i~
crease Uhe danger by rev cul_mg Lhcm_. Lhe room
to which he retived for the night had u confused
«nd desolute uspect; the earlains seemed to have
been violently 1ora down from the bed, and still
- hung in tatters around it—the table scemed to
- have been broken bysome violenteoncussion, und
the fragments of vavious pieces of furniture lay.
: 'nltcm(l upon the floor.. The boy begged that
a h'vht wight burn in his apartment till he was |
uah.ep, and anxiously examined the - fastenings’
Coof the dvor; hutthty seemed to have been wrcn-
" ched astnder on some former occaaxou. and were”
~still lefs rusty and broken, } i
Lt waglong ere the pediar nitempted to compose’
his agitated nerves ‘to-rest; but at-length his
senses began' to ¢ steep themselves i in: i‘nr«etl‘u\-
ness,” though lis jmagination lunumcd pmnlully
active, and pro;ented new seencs of- térror to. his
Cmind, with all (ho vividiiess of reality. : He furi-
“ cied hiniself again wi mxderm" on the heulh. which:
" nppeareil to Lg pcuplcd with; spm,lrc\s, who all.
. hcckuuul to liim not to entet the cottage, ‘and 45
i he appronched it, they vanished with a hollow and
despairing cvy. | The scene thenchanged, and he
"t found himselt'i g cain senterd by the fire, w lero the
countenances of‘ tho men scowled lfpoxl.lxlm with
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pinioned thentto his side,” Suddenly the buy wits
‘startled: from these ngitated shunbl.rs, by avhat
‘sounded to him like the cry of distress; he. was
broad nwtike in o moment, and snt up in.bed,—bue
the noise was not repeated, and he endeavoured o
persunde himselt it had only been n continuation
of the fearful images which had dlsturbed his rest,
when, on glxmuulr ut thé door, he observed u
bread red strewm of blood srluml) stealing its ©
courso along the floor. Frantic with alurin, it was
_but thework of o moment'tv sprmg from his bed,
and rush to the door, throngh o ehink of which,’
his eye nearly dimmed with afiright, he could
wateh unsuspeeted “Il.lle\ur might bt‘duue in thu
wdjoining room.
His fene vanished msmn(l) when he pcrt.unc(l
s that it was only n goat that they had been
slaughtering; and he was about to stesl inte bed -
u"um, n:lmmcd of hls gronudleas nppxelu.nmcns,

“ Don T apcuk o 1'cphcd the ot} er; “ I wis
never fond ‘of blood:hcd 4

"t hat” snitd the other, with u sncer, «you

suy $0,do you? .

« Xdo,” answered the first, gloomily; * themur
der-hole is the thing for me—that tells no tules—
u single scuflie—n single plunﬂ-c—uml the fellow's
dead and buried to your hanl in « moment. 1
would defy ail the uiticers in Christendom to dn:.-
‘eover nny wischief there.” :

‘6 Ay, nature did ns o good turn \\ honshe con=
trived suclt o place as that.  Who thatsaw d hole
in the heath, filled with clenr water, and so smn]l
that the long grass meets over the top of it, would
suppose that the depth is unfuthomable, and that
it contnins more than forty peuple who have met
their - denths -there?—it’ sucks lhum in like w
lecch ! i
; «How do’ )ou menn to dcsputdx the lnd in'tho-.
nc\t room ). nsked the.old woman ‘in s under :
tone, - The cldcr son mude hera’ sigm to be silen
and pointed towards the door, where their’ trem
bling nuditor was concealed; while the other, with
an expression of hrital ferocity, pnssed hxs bloody i
knife across his'throat.. " ! |

The pedlar.: boy possosscd [ bohl nnd (Im'm'r ;
_<pmt, ‘which was now wus-.(l lo de‘pcrn(vn bue
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