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Gono! yes, another year has passed away, and

now, with*former yeavs, liey forgver in the vaults of
oternity. On its pages ave indelibly written the
thoughts, words and deeds of all who lived diring
its stay with’ us on earth: Wo m-é now on the
threshold of another year. What a time for reflec.
tion! A timo for solomn sobor thought!  The
time to renow, with a strong dotermination, that,
sided by God, wo will catxy ont our ofte
ropeated but broken vows., This is the projected
time of reform, not only of the living. but, sad to
think, of many: now in that country from: wheso
bourne no traveller roturns, . :

Pitiable, indeed, is tho state 6f that man in whose
heart does not beat, at thix time of the yearat least,
a desire to improvo on the past. Past redomption
is that ono, I was going to sy, and so near the truth
is it that { need not reca!l it, who, having cave-
fully surveyed tho past and the prifsent, is satisfied
with the efforts put forth, his moral and religious
standing, that he feals no need nor ‘cares to see a
chance wherein to improvs.” But I'indulgo in the
hopo that few, but vory fow; of our readers belong

“to this class of high flown perfectionists, and that
we all realize that a change, ¢ither for tho better
or the worst, has ‘taken place in our churacter duv-
ing the past year. '

Chan:.zq —did Tsay? Yes ! Huvewe boon labor-
ing under the idex that no change has taken place ;
that wo are just the samo to-day as year ago?
Oh! let us be careful lest we mako a mistake, the
ovil consequences of which will not be knowp until
it is foo late. Remember, evory year, every day,
Yyea, every heoar, is borne down with privileges and
opportunities for doing good. = The more faithful
wo are in utilizitig them the happier we are; our
characters will be'strengthened and ennobled ; our
associutes will be blested; Gud's name will be
honored ; and onr reward in heaven increased.
But if we spurn them and cast them behind our
backs as unworthy of notice, or because thoy cross
our puth of convenience, or interfero with some
anticipared pleasure, we aro then duing wrong, and
rest assured that the evil results wiil be felt, not
only in time, but thronghout eternity ; for these
dutigs never leave us as they found us. These
things being so, should we not, as the merchaat
calls'it, “Take stock,” or, as the mariner wounld
say, ‘‘Take our bearings.” For while our frail
bark has sailed over muny a2 shoal, and passed safely
rocks unseen, and weathered many a cape, the
voyage is not finished, and there are shoals and
breakers ahead. Now let us ask ourselves a fow
practical questions and be profited thereby.

(1) What have I done during the year for the
cause of Christ, the best of a!l causes?

(2) Am I sure that the past yoar is the best year
-of my life? 1f not, why not?

(3) When under the pressure of hard times, feel-
ing that retrenchmont was hecessary, where did it
commence and end ?

(4) Do I feel satisfied with my year's lubor,
knowing that it would have required guite an effort
on my part to have discharged niore faithfully the
responsibilities that were Testing upon me?

(5) Bave I done anything dl}rfng the year for
the support of tho Truth? | .

(6) Hag the missionary cry from home and
-abroad, ** Come aver into Macedonia and help us,”
met with no responss from me?

(7) How often have I met with the people of
‘God? And when thys privileged was my presence a
bleasing or a hinderanco—a hinderance, either by
finding fault, without suggesting s better order than
the one complained of, or by advocatirig some pre-

Jerence and holding it upas a matter of conscience ?

Some may reply, Well, I have not met with the

Church for somo.time, . Whynot! Too far away ? ' God wlo giveth the tncrease, and hie Luckles on his

Olino ! Well, wo have no preacher—or—I don't like
the preacher ; —the brethren have not treated mo
very well ;—tho Sundayshaye been kind of wot ;-
the horses and I work so hard through the
week wo need rest aud must have it, you know ;—-
and it is tho only timo we have to visit and to en-
tertain our friands, .

Now, my beloved brethron, withont saying one
word as to the example you are sotting your childven
and ths ovil influences you are thus throwing
around thew, a good illustration of which can bo
found in the Novembor nimber under the heading
““Why he dropped his Sunday paper,” are yon per-
fectly satisfied with theso excuses? If 80, we had
better write them down on paper, or commit them
thoroughly to memory, lest we should forget some
of them when the Saviour asks, ¢ Why did you
you foraike the assembling of yourselves together ?
Did you not know that thoss who waited upon the
Lord ronowed their strength 1 Did T not promise
that wero two or three were gathered togother in
Iny name there [ would be in their midst 1 Just
nagine your coming up to the Saviour, who know-
eth all things, the very thoughts and intents of the
heart, and saying, ¢ Yes, Lord, we understood all
this and more, but hero are our reasons for not do-

“ing what you reqiired.” This picture is not over-

drawn, for we afo told ** thet we must appear before
the judgment seat of.(:'Jhrist, that every one n{ny,t;e-
ceivo the things done in his body according to that
lo hath done, whetherit bo goed or bad,”‘ and
*“To him that knowoth to do good and doeth it not,
to him it ia sin.”

But I must stop. This article is longer than
intended, and may be too long for the size of our
paper. It has been quite a task not to develope
more fully many of the questions sulrgested and 1o
keep back many others that crowded upon the
mind while thus writing. 1 would say, however,
in conclusion : Lot each one of us strive not only
to be ‘“ditigent in business, but fervent in apirit,
serving the Lord.” That in planning for future
prosperity wo take into account the cause of Christ -
Hoping that wo all may bo profited by ths consid-
cration of these and kiudred questions, and that
the God of peace that brought again from the dead
our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep,
through the blood of the everlasting covenant,
make us perfect in every yood work, to do his will,
working in us that which is well pleasing in his
sight through Jesus Christ ; to whom be glory for-
ever and ever, Amen.

T. H. C.

A PLEA FOR THE PREACIIER,

I wish to say a fow words to the hrothren who
read THE CHR13114N in behalf of those who * min-
ister to them in holy things.” Some—I might say
many—have an idea that the preacher’s position is
a peculiarly pleasant and casy one ; ‘in fact, that he
has very little real hard work to do, and that he
lives upon ‘the fut of the land. They sec him, dur-
ing the weck, going about from house to house
vigiting the mwembers of his congregation, and on
the Lord’s day they listen to the words of wisdoin
that fall from his lips; but they have very little
idea of the largo portion of his timo taken up by the
former, nor of the howrs of patient and brain-weary-
ing study requircd to produce tho Iatter. Besides
this, dear reader, you should take into considera-
tion the many disappuintments hie meets with in
his labor ot love. He sees some of his fincst pulpit
efforts fall upon heedless ears, apparently producing
uo good effect whatever. His most fervent prayers
on behalf of his peuple remain unanswered, and no
doubt ho often feels like giving up in despair of
doing them any good, and leaving them to get to
heaven as best thoy can. But he remembers that
although Paul may plant and Apollos water, it is

avmor afresh, dotermined to labor on, and Pray on,
if peradventure he may finally present them fault-
less Defore the throne of the Leavenly grace.

Now what I desira to impress upon you is that
you should show a greater appreciation of tho faith-
ful effurts of those whe labor so lovingly in yonr
bohalf. There are many ways in which you can do.
this. Porhaps not the least important ono is to gco
that your pstor's mind is not unnecessarily troubled
as to what he shall eat, what he shatl drink, and
wherewithal he shall bo clothed.  Bis mind baing
free from peenniary caves, he will be in & botter
frame to study the Word, and to bring forth thero-.
from, for your benefit, things both new and old.
There was considerable forco in the remark once
made by an English clergyman that ho could always
preach better when he had a sovereign in his pocket,
You can also cncourage your pastor by giving
prayorful attention to what ho says. If he sees
that you appreciato his efforts in your behalf, he
will be nerved to do his very hest to interest and
benefit you. Do not be afraid to Jot your pastor
know that you appreciato his offorts. When, at the
close of the services, ho desconds from the platform
to take you by the hand and'cnquire after your
welfsro, whisper in his dar that you ltve enjoyed
the sermon and that you intond to profit by it. You

will bo surprised how much good that will do your-

solf as well as the preacher; for it is a law of our
nature that the givor is blessed aus well as the ro-
coiver. Lo

Thero are many other ways in which you can oa-
courage your pasior ; but I am encroaching on Tar
CHrisriax's valuable space, and nmust therefore
leave you, dear veader, to yoar own reflcctions,
hoping that what T have written may not be with-
out some slight influence upon youn, and that His
name may be gloritied thereby.

. W, ., K.
St. Jolm, N, B, Dec., 1843,

THE CHRISTIAN'S HOPE. .

 Our knowledge of that life is small ;
The eye of faith isdim 3 . )
But "tis enough that Christ knows all,
And we shalt be like Him.” A

We may ba charmed with the beauties of nature
and the glories of earth ; we may experience much
happiness in the exercise of Christian virtue and
duty ; wo may take intense delight and comfortin
the enjoyment of the many temporal and -spiritnal
blessings kindly “bestowed upon us here by an
indulgont Providence,—yet the- hiwhest pinna~
cle of earthly happiness possible to attain is but a
foretaste—a mere taste—of the future. bliss for
which the Christian hopes.  Without this hope,
where is the blessedness- of existence? ¢ Born to
trouble as the sparks™ fly upward,” like Job we
might well curse the day of our birth. Constantly
reminded on every side that this is not our home ;
seeing the transitory and fleoting nature of all things
earthly--

¢ The wink of an eye, the draught of a Lreath, "
From the full bloym of health to the paleness of death 3

We might wish to live hero always ; or that tho
dark night of oblivion had long ago covered us.

Having this hopa we bless God for our existenca.
Created in Bis image ; endowed with mauny attri-
butes of Bis own glorinus character, we thank Bim
that this is not our home. We wish not to live
here always. “O! who would live always—away
frum his Gud —away from yon heaven, that blissful
abode 1"

¢ The Bible reveals .. glorious land,
Where augols and glovified spirits dwell ;
Where pleasures ne’er end, at God’s ng}lt imnd,
And anthems of praise forever swell,

Though the storm of adversity howls, and tho
tempest of the dark night of death overtikes us;
¢let the hurricaue roar;’ let the jaws of the deep
swallow us, or the clods of the valley cover us—w
hope—that is, we cxpect and desire—these "vilo'



