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EDL ORIAL.

InEmasiis oN TnE 18TU OHAPTER oF \tATTHEw.

The earnest, intelligent roader ofton pauses to
say to himsolf, " Hero is a chaptor that overy one
wouild do woll tu commit to memory." This may
be truly said of tho 18th of Matthow. lu it the
subjects treatod and instructions given are so plait
and se needful for us wu cannot afford to foret
them.

Tho disciples longod for a temporal kingdom,
and often dispuu:d about which of them would hold
the highest officoin it. For atituo thoy kopt these
disputes fromr the Master, as if ashamed for Him
to know the meannesa of thoir ambition. Buit :hoir
cagerness for place and power would b no longer
restrained, and they asked hiniself, "Who is the
greatest in

TH1E KINoDOM OF HIEAVEN 1"

In the midst of little children Jesus seoned most
at home, and Re called one of theni to Liim to
show the disciples who is the grestest in the king-
dom-the one most like that little child. What
did that child care for the grestness which agitated
their anxioue hoarts 1 ho loved those whose good.
nets ho best understood, ho bolieved ail they
said and willingly obeyod them. It was now and
would ever b his highest ambition te he iiear
Jesus and to enjoy His approval. Verily, verily,
I say unto yiu, except ye turn and become as little
children ye shall not even enter into the kingdom.
Bis

TEST OP oREATNESS

is entirely different from thoirs. He who has
most servants and most attention shown hia here
is the greatest with thm; but ho who humbles
himàelf most to serve othors is the greatest with
Jesus.

Their erroneous views leads them to mind bigh
thinga and high persons, and despise mon of low
estate, and to hold the former as dear as a right
baud or a right eye, although they cause thems to
stumble, and Jesus commands them to cast thom
fromi them, because it is botter to enter into ,fe
without them than to b cast into hell with them.
At the samne time He warns thea not to de4piso
the little ones who believe in Him. Though they
aseem of se little importance to them, being more a
burden than a benetit te the church, yet they are
80 precious to His Father that Ho sends the angels
who behold His face in heaven to minister to thom.
" My ways are not your ways, saith the Lord."
Re who stands in solitary glory far above princi.
palities and powers, and overy name that can be
named, once descended from the form of God to the
fora of a servant, and finished that service by the
death of the cross. Tho Son of Man came te
jninister and to give His life a ransom for many-
and by these instructions He is mouldiug Bis dis-
ciples into His own likenbss and leadiug themr into
His own ways. The justice and goodness of theso
ways Ho illustrates by the anxiety and toil of the

good shepherd for the tost shoep and His joy over
its recovery. In 'he same line ho shows how te
treat

AN OFFENDINo BROTIIEt.

"Go and tell him bis failt botwoen theo and him
alone," etc., etc. We will briefly consider somne
of the known objections te this order of the Master
and also how they may b answarad. A thus
objects, "I have given this brother no offence, he
is the offender and ought to como te me if ho wants
reconciliation." B answers, "I admit ho is wrong
aud likely not. seeking te b reconciled." Is it
right for your brother aud you to be alienated ?

A. No, but ho beitng ,the offonder ought te movo
first and bear the exponso of the reconciliation.
If he came tu me I anm wtlhug to forgivo hila and
te ho reconciiled. Every law on earth requires the
person who bas given the trouble to bear ebc
exponso of its remnoval.

B. But there is a law hiigher and botter than
the laws of eArth. Thouglh tno law of carth May
demand the offonded to bear the oxnenso of a re-
conciliation, no tribunal cano e ndoun him for
choosing to do se, especially wlien the offender is
unable or unwilling te do se. Jesus gave this law,
and to provo its practicability and righteousuess
He has Himself set tho example. Wlen we were
enemies by wicked works, Ho moved in the matter
and bore tho exponso ro that we woro reconciled
to God by the blood of His cross.

Two ponts are to h gained by this command of
Jesus - your reconciliation and your brother's
salvation. Your brother is on the crunbling pro-
cipice of destruction, another step may prove bis
final ruin. la it rot worth your while te save him?
A. But ho will net hear me if I do go. I itavo
resons for so saying.

B. Thon if lie does net hoir you, tako others
with yon. If ho still refuse, tll it to the church.
And if h will tint hear the church ho proves him.
soif uit for its communion, and ho takes his
stand where ho ought, to be outside, and th
church, by these kind atd wise steps, is rolioved
from the reproach and trouble it bore on bis
account.

How many are ready to condemn an offending
brother! HIow few to go and labor fer bis restera-
tion ! Nor is it by any ineans the purest in her.rt
that casts the first stone. If -Ne bruiso a finger ho
would ba deomed a horrible spscimen of iumanity
who would look on and urge its smputatin.
In such a case we use the kindest and quickest
means in our power to heal it, and se the Great
Physician prescribes for the members of the church,
which is Ris body.

But Jesus gives
CUEERINo HOPES OF SUCcESS

to the disciple whom He souda te the offending
brother. " If h hear thne, thon hast gained thy
brother." Not gained riches nor worldly honor,
nor a kingdom, nor a crown. Thy hast gained thy
brother. " Thou hast saved a soul from death and
bidden a multitude of sine." (Jas. v. 20). Aud
that seul is thy brother's. Christian reader, case
to tell others of your brother's trespass, but go and
take the naine of Jesus with yo and gain your
brother. Anguls will rejoice over it, it wili cenent
your heart te the faidtful brethren on earth, and
it will he sucth work as Jesu3 will ratify and seal in
heaven.

It is by obedience to the commanda of Jesus
t'.at mon are

UNITED IN IIS NAME,

and Ho proceedas to doscribe the high privileges of
such a union. If two of ther agreo and meet to
ask a certain thing of God, God will do it for themr,
becatse the Mediator is in that littlo meeting. A
merciful Father will net deny the united petition
of His children and His own dear Son.

After Jesus had said so much about a offending
brother, Peter asked, " Lord, how ofe shal my
brother sin against me and I forgive him? till
soven times " Jesus did net say untit sevon times,
but until seventy times saeven, or as often as bis
brother might sin against him; or as often as we
ask God's forgiveness. The oldors taught the
Jews te forgivu three tines, but net four, per-
haps gathering it fron those words: "For three
transgressions and for four I will not tur away
my wrath." (Atos i. 3) Peter might think that
adding the three and four together might froe him-
from his obligation te forgive his brother.

Jesus put this matter in a strong light by telling
of the king who found une of hie sorvauts that

owed him »., thousand talonts (about ten million
dollara). Ho had likely held a higb oflico and was
an unscrupulous spendthrift. But he had nothing
to pay this enormons debt and his iord, according
to ster custtom, oemmanded him, bis wifo and
family tu ho sold, and ail lie had te ho c-tiscated
to pay the debt. H1e feull at his foot and pied,
" Lord, have patience with me and I will pay tho
al." Bis lord graciously forgive him the debt.
Butt tho man found another who owed hlm one
hundred pence (fifteen dollars), and would show
him no mercy, though ho pied in the samo words
lie had used himeelf. He thrust him into prison
till lie should pay the dobt. This grieved others,
who told the king of it. Bohold his robuke and
awful doom ! The man seutea to act worse than
ho did before the king forgavo him thi great dubt
ho could nover pay. He would net wait for his
debtor te pay the smail debt which he could pay.
It is better for mon not te have known the right
way, than after they have known to depart from
it. Such have no excuse sud will find no mercy.
When a sinnor is awakened te seo bis roin lie tirât
thinks lie can pay the debt by prayttr, or weeping,
or other moritorious acte. God knows Be can't,
and thr ugh Christ offors freoly to fortivo atll.
Flow happy ho is when hoaccepts it, lives in it, and
froely forgives others who offend him.

I was glad to see in the last CcRisHriAN the
portrait and ehort history of Mary M Rioch, our
young miesionary te Japai. I hive no doubt but
it is the love of Jesis and ber anxiety to lead the
lest te Him that induced her to leave ail the en.
dearments of relatives and home te go among
straigers, spend years in learning thoir language,
and then be exposed to ail the hardships of a
climate dangerous te the health of strangers.

This sister is Canada's missionary to Japan, and
Canadians art and will b happy in sympathizing
with and supporting ber in ber work. Is it net a
privilege t ho permitted te dony ourselves that wu
may support the cause of Him who gave up every-
thing and thon gave Himsolf for us? We would
have nover known antything of thiis had not His
friends carried the gospel te us, and uow we may
assist in carrying it te others who need it as much
as we do.

Soen kind friends have sent me money this year
for foreign missions, and I take tiis opportunity
of thanLing ther sincerely. I would aiso say te
others who might wish te send, that as we have at
present no societies on this Island known to me to
take charge of it, I will ho glad to recoive any
monny sent te my address for that purpose and te
forward it. D. CRAwFoRn.

New Glasgow, P. E. I.

IS IT A MATTBR OF CONSCIENCE?

One of our St. John weekly papers contained,
not long ago, an editorial, entitled, " A Matter of
Conscience,' about which I would liko te say a fow
words, The subject discussed was whether o. net
a person is justified in attending and taking part
in dances, balls, etc. I do not wih te take up the
dancing phase of the article bore, but wish merely
te reply te the arguments put forwara by the writer
in favor of making the conscience a tribunal of
right and wrong. " The Christian test," says the
writer, "of the right or wrong of any act is whether
'ho can ask God'a blessing or it. Tf bis conscience
tells hirm he cannot do so, ho should refrain, but if
ho can honestly ask that blessing, ho is justified in
proceoding.'' I must Say I cannot see any logic in
such a Btatement as that. Merely asking God's
bleasing on at sot cannot make that act right, if it
is in itself wrong. It would be just as reasonable
for us te say that whatover a child thinks is right


