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tinconsciouisness of the pr(esence of a thiird party-I, partly freion
the confusion arising froi nmy nove) position, and partly frotii bcingr
so closely wvedged betvccn the professor and thc N'all, as to bc inca-
pable of turningin any direction. "'flîo organ of sc1t-estociîi Ifinid
to be -. " lere a shor-tanr-y t'emiinine coiigi, from the direc-
tion of the door, arrested both hlie attention and hi8 further utter-
anee. Suddenly withidrawing bis bands fron iny head, lie shrank
bgckwards, thus affording me au opportuiiity to, turn arid behiold
liu a«red female figure standing in a menacing attitude, lier face
swoî%en with ragre, and lier rlieumy)yctflishinig eyes fastened, witl a
furious. expression upon the luckless professor. Stili retreating,
with bis eyes involuntarily fixcd upon the strainge vision, bc, at
length reached his hat, and, xnuttering a few indistinct wvords of
apology to, me for being compclled te fulfil a pressing engagement,
proeeeded cautionsly, and in a cireuitous direction to, the door, theu
objeet of lis fear presenting toivards hini a threatening front tili be
disappeared. As she turned towards me, after the hasty departuro
of the professor, I recognizcd iu lier, now that shc lad partially
eollapscd froni the state to which lier recent rage had infiatcd hier
features, a faithful old creature to whose ltge pockets and gencrous
hicart, I was indebted wbien a boy, for large quan tiis of nuts and
gingerbrcad, and -%vho had ever simîce, clairned, a special propriety iii
ine, thon gh shc seldoin obtruded herseif unaskcd upon iny pre-
senice. I easi ly eomprehiended thiat Mr. Sparks'exnggerated report
hbad readhed her cars iu an inecasingly distorted. formn, and that
hasteinîng to my assistance, sbc had d scovered Professor iBosli in
the position 1 have described, whieh to lier appeared in thc highest
degrec mysterious and questionable.

Advancing towards a table, sIc drew a large bottie from. bcueath
lier shawl, remarking that I had not thc appearance of a dying
mnan, but that nevertheless hier medicine would do nie no harin,
and, placing the bottie upon the table, with a low curtsy, disap-
ea-red. 1 withdrew tIe cork. It had the odor of gin!1 C.
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llaving shcwn in our Iast article that coal is a carbonised. vege-
table mnatter, tho next question whieh suggests itself to the inquir-
ing mind, is, what wvas thc nature of the trees aud plants of 'wbich.
it was formed ? At first this would seema a very difficuit question
to, answer, but it is not so; for the fossil botany of the coal mea-
sures presents us with a larger number and more perfect specimens
of -the flora of tlie past thian wcv 'have of any other period of tIc
pristine world. It is to, the sîale whidli overlies and underlies the
coal that wc arc indebted for tIc preservation of those casth (fossils)


