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THE BURNISFI FAMU.Y.

A PRIME STORY PUIJLISEIEI) DY THE SCOITISU1 TeMV1ERANCE LEAGUE.

CH1APTER V.e

4Urz.~3îîîisJx ,~uztiitrtilting A, orning 'iis

Swýeet Irookit, by huitii- kintliiss brM' I
Auitl sceinliî,cs compIlte, thant aways
TIuhy catirteufes, fibwIt Uic. pic>',
%Witil ne t'etraint, but sucli ad springs
Fi cin quick anud cager viaittiiîga
Of thought3.' W'orclworlh.

l'he business of the House of Commons, as theSession advinced, be-
came more and more absorbing to Tixeejhilus l3urnisb. He %vas on seve-
rat. committeas. To niany of tbem hie gave bis presence rather than bis
attention. One puzzled him grcatly. It wias on the Sabbath Question ;
and our philanthropist was ini the unpleasant prcdicanient of being pulled in
two opposite directions. H1e knew the vailue and blessing: of the Sabbath
to man, and he wanted so toi legislate that cvery mai niigbt have the day;
but a deputation of publicans waited on bim, and told him plainly their
business wvould bc~ ruined if there %vas any interfèrence wvth thcm on Ilthe
Lord's day.» l'le influence cf these publicans had seated, and, he well
knew, coutl unscat him. 11e %vas rmindcd, too, tbat there were operations in
the details of brcwing that adinittcd no interruption, Sa!)bath or no Sab-
batht-that malting miust go on, or the product would be spoiled. Yes ;
but that was done qutietly out of siglir, for the most part. S.-en by the All-
seeing, certainly, and a few defrauded slaves; but Sunday inside the mialt.
bouse need flot perpiex, if Sunday outside were kept. These open shops,
howv to close thcmn and kcee> the public bouses open, or how te run ceunter
to the interests of "Ilte tride," as it ostentatiously called itself? These
were the borni cf a dilemima that nmade the resliected Theophilus I3urnish
thînk the M.P. at the end cf his naine cest him as much in conmfort as, at
bis election, it bad cost himi in moncy. Adued te whicli, he Nvas snlsnsly
assurcd the peopîle cf England wvould risc int revolution if any attempt ivas
made te regulate the bouts at whicb they should get tbeir drInk. 'I'lîse daily
perplexitics and nigbtly toits, in parliament and at nmcetixîgs, rmade it need-
ful thot Mrs. ]3urnish sbould sec rnest cf the applicants for chariti, ivho
came cvery miorning witb tbeir troubles to the dwellin.-. Now, that lady
was just then occupicd witlî a fashionable artist, to wbom site %vas sitting for
ber picture, and, after baving given bier attention twice or thrice te the cases,
*she determined tbat Miss Alterton sbould see thein for her. She had been
pleased %viîlî ail that Mabel had bîtherto donc, in the way cf rendering as-
sistance, and féît she couldi trust lier judgment, wbich sbc tbougbt
she complimented, by considcring te be "lnearly as good as lier own."

Therc %vas a little room, openisig out cf the hiail, betwccn the library
and the dining-room, in wbich Mabel scated herself, at Mrs. flurnish's re-
quest, and received the applicants.

Tbe first person that morning was a widow, who wanted Mrs. Burnisb's
vote and interest for the admission cf ber cbild into the Infant Orpban
School. This case it decply grieved Mabel te refuse; there was widow se
plainly stamped in every feature of the pale anxious face. The story she
told of ber husband being an industrieus young tradeirnan, taken off by
fcvcr just as he was establishing a buFiness tbat l)roinised to enable hini te
bring up bis three cbildren comfurtably, ef lier ewn utter inability, te pro-
vide fer aitliber little ocs, and tbat, if the youngest could he.previded fer,
she would bc free te struggle for the others-wvas aIl se sinmply and natur-
ally teld, witbout exaggcration, that it was quite a trial to say te bier tbat
Mrs. Burnishbhadl already pronîiscd lier vote. The poor thing rose %with a
sigh, and said she bad been vcry unsucccssful. Site had walkcd, miles
eve!y day fer a week, and obtaincd s0 small a iiuinlier of votes, tîtat, sup-
posing tbecy îvere allowed te stand ever, and counit at future election d.ays,
if she made ne grenter pregresc, ber child would be beyond the age before
she obtained thierequired numnb±,r. Mabel ceuld only rciterite ber siglb asth
widow departed. 'l'le sting cf the matter to eur bereine wae, that a pubbi.
can's widew had been proinised the flurnisbi intcrest, wvhicb %vas sure te be
successful, and tiàis widow liad alrcady the son cf a former btasband in the
London Orlilln Scbool, and a gi iii the Licenscd Virtuallers' School;
and it seeniced te ae that widowbood %vas so frequent a condition witb
ptiblicatns %vives, that thcy miigbî be purvcyors of orph2ns tei rharitable in.-
stitutions.

Thc îîext case %vas that cf in interesting but sickly young womnan, for
a, letter te admiit lier into Qtiecn Clîarlottc's, Lving-in Hopital. It was a
tule, and, in tbe main, a %-r- goed ruté:, with Laidy I3urnibli, wbo sub-
seribcd te this cbarity, neyer to give this aid te a wemian in bier carly nmar-
ricd da~ys. Tbe parents, ber ladyship said, eugbt net te be witbeut the

mens cf providing for tie reception of tbc 6rrst infant. But this
-was a delorable case. The landlady of ihe lieuse ivhere a poor Young
«wonian and' lier buisband lodgcd, was a latindress-a decent woni,

whbeî sober, but addicted on 1pay>.d.-'s te drink. On tbe Monday previoas-
ly, she bad rencbed ber bomne iri a enate cf mnad inebriation, and managed
te set ire te tbe lieuse, svbich was speedily burned dewn, destroying net
enly the drunkard's îîrepertv, btît ail that tbe voung couple posscssed in
the world. 'l'le husband bad been bidly burned ini saving the life cf the
landlady, and endeavoriîîg te extingtikb the flunes, and was nowv ini the
bospiul, and îvould be fer weeks unable te return te bis wvork, as a sboe-
inaker. Thle wifé, expechiiîg lier confinement, wis indehtcd te the cbiarity cf
a neiglibor, only a degree less destitute than bcrself, for a teinporary, slîelter.
This poor neighabor bad accempaîîied the applicant, and it seemied te Mabel
te be the very seul cf tenderness tie way in %lîicb shesuppaa-ted tbe tremnb-
ling steps cf tbe febble stiplliant, and belped ber to a word as sbe told bier
tale cf sortow. Sfic %vas a bird fecatured ivoman, bent b>' toi?. "Are you a
wîdow ?" said Mabel, deeply intercstcd in ber manner, 'wbich was sucb a
ceritrast te ber appearance.

Il 'es, rna'ar ; andi lîave been fer a niatter cf twenty years ; and have
brought tîj> four children, îvitl ne other belp than these hands, and God's
blessiîîg.»

I fear it rnust bave been a bard struggle."
"VYes, pretty tougb, ma'arn, at tîmes ; but wc've neyer waaated, and the

children are ail scattered now, and scratcbing for th2tmselves; but they're ait
sober and henest, though it ain't fer me te huast of it"

IlIt must be a great comfurt te you," said Mabel. IlAnd te be able te
belp your neigbbot in ber trouble is a blessing."1

"O , yes 1" said the woman beartily, Il'Vve beert poor enougb,biit neyer
tee poor te tend a band, or give a bite, it nîay bie, or a sup ir a sober way,
te theîîî whose trouble wvas worse titan my owvn," '"Whîat do you inean by 'a suîp in a sober way ?"' said Mabel.

"Wy, I mean, Miss, if 1 maist ba plaini, and 1 a--'. your pardon if V'm
bold, -in z-peaking cf înyself and my wiys, but I nleyer could have nviintained
myself, and kept a bit cf a decer.t bomne for my chiUrten, and put' em eut
te tidy places, if Ged lîadn't epened in),' cyes te sec thie sin cf drunkennesi;.
Me and mine never bas anythimg to do witb the public houNe. I ain't
mucb credit. Miss, as te Iooks-to the wvay in %wbicb 1 lives-but l'an as
streng for a day's work as ever I %vas'

"This wvoman's seul stands ercct," tbougbt Mabel, Ilbowever bent bier
body is ;" and fer once she fêlt a glowv of pleasure that Mrs. Burni."b had
deputed bier te sec the applicants. Oae pior beart went away cern-
forted; and the good Saniaritan in humble life-O I tliere are înany tbere-
was strengthened fer ber future toits, by the evident approval et ?vabel.
How otten heart respends to laeart wlîcn ne word is uttered. Syanpatlly
distils silently as tbc decw, and tbe way)f.irer in tlîe dubky patbs cf conimon
life is refreslied and streng.henied tbereby for tic onward journey.

The next case was entirely newv te bbl's experience. A genteel-
looking %vonîaîi came te ask if Lady or Mrz. Btirniib hiad any interest in
the -- Penitcntiary. Mabel replied in the affirmutive, and the ap,-
p!icaint stated tbat %he had taket an orpban girl, froni the country, ante ber
bouse as a servant. Unfortunately they lived next door to a public
lieuse that bad a music license, and was nîucb fiequented. They bad.lost
their servants, anc after the other, and this had d,:îernincd tbe applicant
te take a girl fromn the ceîîntry, that site could cempletely control, For a
tinie tbe plan succecded ; but an infanous wuiaî, whio lay in wait te en-
trap and d&ccive tdie young, liad, in one of bier visits te Uic îvcek-concert,
ctu-lbt si-bt cf this girl, end band neyer restedl tli she got lier into ber toits.
When the mistresýs of the house thought ahl %%-as secuire, the girl abscended,
dazzlcd b>' the offers made ber; and, for nionth4, tliey bad beard no tid-
ingscf ber. A weckpre'uieuslyshe hîad rcturned, worn by sickness, utter>'
destitute, and cbanged as te bc scarcely recognized, irnrlering te be rescued
from ber condition cf shame and soirew. As tlîe iniistress had been the
means cf br:nging lier from the country, and knew that she had aie near
relatives whe would receive hier there, she felt tn\iotis te bc clear cf the
girl'& ruin, and bad aîîplied, %vitbout success, te severat Institutions; but
bier husband, she said, used one cf Mr. Butrnisha's bouses, and knew how
benevolcnt the faiaîily were, and hence ber application.

Mabel could give no positive repl>' in tIii case. The - Peni-
tentiary was full, anîd the funds loiw, but she would inquire and gave an
answer in a day or two.

"lI hope," said the apîîhicint, "lyou will W!. able to help this poor
tlîing; for I ai paying for a !eclgii for lier, and mny liu-band knews ne! h-
ing about it. He says we sboîîld cawioi thie giîrls against tic public lieuse,
and tien let tbeni take their chanîce."

IlI tliink,," said Mlabel, involuntari>', Ilsuci lbeuses are great nuis-
ances."

'l'ie womii made ne answer, but slie loî.,kcd liard at MNabel, 'then
round the rouîil, as if she cubher band liet hîcard ari-ha, or %vas in the wroîîg
bouse. l'le hook said, as plaiil> as if the titis spolte, IlWliy, if you do

away with tbesc liouses as 'nuisaniccs' %vliat is te bcunie cf tbc br,:%ers
and dis tillers ?" Mabel rend the look, and blushed, fur the saine thought
occurred te ber.


