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CHAPTER XVIL—a wanxixo.

It camo about in this way . Mra. Rodmond
would not.stir out of the hotel on Sunday,
: bocause 3t was “‘bad form” in view of tho
: vulgar herd of Saturday-to-Mondayers, who
' swarmed overywhere, and madc the plne.o
untumble ; 30 Nessa, who was less fastidi-
ous, and andeed rather prefeiced to sco o
lot of people enjoying themselves, to tho
ailent few looking as if their lives were o
burden to them, went outalone in the atter-
noon. Shoe had susdo up her mind the day
besorethatshomust go to the top of those
white cliffs, and sce how tho sca looked
bursting ontherocks below. .

She steppod out briskly, and followin
th~ parade, the squali? houscs an
the gas worksand atlast found hersclf on
the chff, with nothing before her but the
Downs and the skyand thesca.  Bat justas
she was beginning to fecl that proper sense
of awe and golitu ow}ﬁ%h oncought lt:: focl
. i the d t of Nature, sho bacame
! oonsciogu?thu:?l?: war being follow.d by
that pest of society—the cnamoured young
man—who will track nopprotected young
1ads=3 1nto solitazy pleces if he can, and malke
him=al{disagroeable when henaydo 2o with
toleratle imwunity. -

From the corner of her cye, as she looked
over the sca, Nessa porccived that he was
veatnful and scrubby, with the appearanco
of & jumor clerk or & draper’s assistant Sho
walked on natil sho fclt sure that he was
kocE;ng pace with her, and then did what

it is best, for a young lady to do
mu a zitaation: ahe stopped and faced
Lim.

When be took offhia very shinysilk bat to
lier, she looked him calmlyin theface, with-
ont moving & mascle. She knew the animal
and his ways, and yas prepared to make
nim utterly asharaed of hunvelf.

But when, still holding his hxt in hishand,
he xid, very humlly, ‘I beg your, parden
Afisy Grahame: ] hare ventured to follow you
here bocanse I have samesthing to axy to you
that I could not say elsuwhere,” zhe per-
ceived that sho had done the young man an
jnjestice. She had o faint recollection of
having socn this Jewish face before, end the
recollection was sirengthened by thesound
of hus voice and his painfnl embarrassnen?
His carnestness alarmed hes, andJho waited,
Lreatkless, to know what he hiad to tell her.

<\ ou don't remember me,” he coatinuod,
hurnedly. * Of conrse, yon wouldn't notice
any one ao far beneath you, ‘npt I havo—

s have taken tho decpest nterest in you from
‘év“ tho first moment you came into otr oflice,
¥ . and—and 1 am proud to think I haveal
“readyrenderod wn gome servics, slthough
I darcsay you .~mot aware of it. My
nameis Lovy, andIamclerk to ald 10 Mr
Nichels, 208 moncy loader, Finsbary Pave
ment -\ , )

L)

” 3'gnnmr. Pray put your
S Tate likod Jim to wipe tho
tion from hia face with the gosgeous
sof that di od a corner from
deloet, and would have feldmuch
2k » loss 3zvidcattitude.
s walked owslowly, to gire him confi-

" Atou1com Mra,
HeXept his word. Ho's goao.

s wiving to gulp down
Misiving o gulp

[(Now }us? Punrasneo)
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havo tho woency to redaem that policy, he'll
2t tho fivo howand cat of the 1msuranco

11
eoix‘\gc;):, you nect

1Now, Redmond ia a villain, and my
governor’s another. The two huve got one
cbjoct—to take your ufc before you are
twenty-one.  Thoy are hand aud glove onv
with the other. They'ro working together,
and the governor is paying the cxea —the
cash, I mean; and af mouey and villun
togother can do 1t, you will bo—I can't look
at you, miss, and say 1t ; but you can soo by
the look of my face what I mean.”

““They will kil me ! Oh, I can hardly be-
hevo that.”

+*But, pardon me, mus, you must believe
it. Yon can rcad in the paper cases enough
as uervenery and wicked as this. You've
had o proof of Redmond’s villainy ; ns
governor is equal to anything whero thero's
money to be made. It'sall business to him,

¢« Yeg, yes I” Nessa assented, turmng
round 1 apprehension at tl.osound of wheels
tohind them.

“You needn’t bo afraid, miss. No ong
will lay a haud on you to-day, being Sanday.
While the {i;ovcmoru engaged 1n tho bum-
ress, there'll be no vivlence committed, you
;mg depend on i, Al will be done legal-

**iVhat can be done legally that 1 nred
faar?”

«Qh, alot. Intho first place, they'llscad
Mrs. Rodmond to quad—1 mean prison  fur
getting  geods under false protences, and

wning things that are oot hers to _pawn.

Vell, tﬁat wif!.bo po harm to you. Baut, at
the same time, they will prove that you aro
of unsonnd mind, and cither pat you into a
luoatic asylum, or band you over to the
keeping of Mr. Rodmond. ~ thatis sure. |
know the two rascally doctors that they
have already engaged to prove that yon are
in:n;xe. and rou saw one of them on Friday.”

ey oM

*Tho old gcndcm.m whogot intothe tran
at Three Bridges. Perhaps you caught
sight of ham yesterday.” .

“No; 1 Hhave not scen him muce the day
Y came her&™

*“Hc has acen you, though. Sawyou and
Alrs. Redmond come ont of Autton’ and
followsd you to Randal's Hotel. Found
you were staying there.  2leauwhile, the
regular tee whois hunting with hum dus-
covered that Mrs. Rodmond had rawsed
moncy on some silver which sha got from
a hoasein Bond St turee weeke ago, on
credit, 1 yvur name.”

+* We iatended to pay for it when Mz
Nichols paid as tho mzmg he promised.”

**Yes; but Mrs. Redmond pawned it
when sho knew there was no prospect of her
getung the money.  Any way, shell bo sant
10 when it comes to botned. I don't
want to say anything agurst & fucnd of
yoaurs, muss, bot—"

**Please, don't,” Nesea broke ont , * cvery
one misanderstands her : only 1 know that
ahe 13 good and gencrons.”

** \Well, 1! 223 nothing more about her if
you tell me not to.  But I was going
Jou toleave her as the best mncans of
Foursalf.”

« Oh, I will not leave ker. Ihave sud
30 already.”

**Ycs, 1 tnow you have That young
‘fellow has gono back to Denmarh. I'am

bu don't kaox shat the price bo pad foz
ﬁ.‘n'mg where to find you and how 2o smare
you was a prommo to his father that he
we " never e azain unlesa you acpar
2edmond for §ood and ali.

0
zaving

Nesea bent her kead, strogglin

to keep
dack tho tears, hiun

hier t..mbling Lip,
osomething in her
: , aecned to choke her.  Jhe bad
wolyialf realised the yorng Danc's chival-

ot gplsiSen, wad n her heart foaterod he

o8 ag* ¥ mect aga:a. Now sho
od . i'g‘-‘“‘_‘g"'\nﬁgfm soc bim

Ry, s whispersd -i;.‘?ﬁﬂ' 843t from
B : « {moan oy,
ho'of i W wisyaL”

e Bertatho X

discoverod—so quick. Howovor, that is no
roat gain on their elde. You must have
o found in o fortnight or moif they had
lost tho scent nltogether, with Mrs.” Red.
woud playing the jool. You most oxcuse
me, miss, for 1 can't help saying that
she is playing the fool to go on iu thisstyle,
Sho's continuxlly courting attention and
sotting the police on tho watch. Hero she
is, carrying on the same rig abo ran in Lon.
dop, aud that beforo sho's been in the
place half a day. - What haa she dono to
escapo detection?  Changed hier nawe, ay if
oven a policeman wero to be blinded by such
a dodge. Cbanged her name snothing more !
Why, she hagn't even dyed her hair. Sho
hasn'taltered hev stylo of dress—nothmg.
1t's yust 1'ko that surt of women ; they re as
rockless o8 tho dev—as anything. 1 kunow
‘emn,"’
_“Know whomn ¥’ Nessa asked in trepida-

n.

*\Yhy the pros, you know. She was a
pro. <on in the music halls, and took

rts in tho pantomiwmes. I thought I knew

cr the first time I saw her. She played

Prince Poppet at, the Transportine, and J:cn
took to horsc riding at Hangers’. They've
got no 1den beyond the preseut moment.
€Ob, 1t 1l all come right at night :* that’s
their motto. They take a junp ata thing
without swiayg what's on the other side:
jnst as she used to jump at those papered
hoops, trusting to come down all rigm on
the horses’s back when she’s through it.
Mind yon, miss, I don’t say she'snot & good
woman just because she'sbeen a pro ; though
1 never can think she'sa proper friend i%r
you. Many of ‘emarcas as gold:
warm-hea; and geacrous and all that
kind of thing. But they are so very impul-
mve, and they won't calenlate conse ucnces
in a business-like way. While they'vs got
money they'lt chuck it about anywhere.
Il ts bound Mra. Redmond has blued -
opent best part of what she got on Friday,
warrant she hosn't five pounit in her purse,
and is settling her mind on getting some-
thing to-morrow that will cost ten. Now
how'sa woman to cscnpe notice geingon
like that, and how areyou to cscape ’.viilo
you stick toher? You might just as well
go about with your name on your back for
everyone to read and talk about. That is
why,” bo continued, returning to his hum-
bler tone, “ I wonld again venture toa=ig.
gest that you should separato—for a time,
sy. And vou may teke it, Miss Grakame,
that it's aa much for heradvantage asyours.
For the governor and Redmond won't bot-
her themselveanbont her orspend a farthing
in bringing her to ustice, except as nmeans
of getting you into their hande. Do you
follow me, 1niss 2™

*Yes: I think T understand youn.”

*“Who's paying the tees to hunt down dira,
Redmond? Her hushand and my governor.
Well, the moment they ccase to pay, the
tecs will jack up—I mean throw ap tie job
and Mrs. Redmond wall beas micout of
this scrape ax af she were the Queen of Eng-
hnd. It you part, you will mave her from

ing to gaol. I you don't part, and she

cca on a3 sho 18 gung now, she wmll get

throe §cars as sure as sho's alive and you—.
No, I cannot think of that.”

‘Sarcly i1t oot so nad as you imagine.
Cannot I appeal to a magistrate, telling him
ctc:yth‘l_x'xg that concerns myself, withont
roerve

*What conld a magutrate do ? At thobest
ho maght advise you to consult an able solh
ator —suppoming that he believed your story.
Well, suppose ¢ o acton his adsine and
to a good solicitor. The first question E:
woald put when he had heard you oat woald
be what mcans you have for moving tho
courts. Yhat have yon?! Nothinge He
ocozld only shrug his shoulders and rocona.
mend yoa to try same one clse.”

**But covld we not rame money—"

Mz, Levy stoppod her.  “For Heavons
ke, koep clms of moncy lenders I he ex-
clasmed.  °Nichols 1a no worse than tha rest,
and a great deal better thansome.  Notone
amongat ‘em would dream of advanacg
money belore making inqaisics, and who
would lend & penny when it 1s found you am
in danger, of bang pat intoalonaucasyln.
or your cftato thrown into Chancery ? In-
qumry of any sort muxt cnd in Redmond dis
oovenog yout whoraabouta snd griing son
mtohis {

*Then, whatam 1 to do!™ Nexma askedn
despair, stopping dead xhort, and facing the

FOINEMAT.
*‘Go tack 1o Londea by tho aext tramn.
It is the safest placoin England for youf
=70 alono and anly ufo the nmplat
tonn” :
Ihave nomoney . not enoagh to take
Londen po moans of geiling any
amibera "

w,
ab °—§ 20 Grahams, will allow me to
, el "'-“:‘ }z‘ ryon what T hace, n{‘?m. which yoo

ol

~x . &i

13pay :r;r wheo two hare the .nrans ®

promsg do 20t miranderstand my inten

_ticea—I-~L3ball not inttude u;:onyyon X
+

<

Lo

will not ovenask you tolet me accompany
you to London. I'would not oven suggest
which part of London it would bo_most
ndvisab}:.‘for you to livo in (though Imust
warn you against tho North ond West Lnd),
for fear you might suspect mo of a wish to
tako advantags of your position. We will
part hore, and X wil{ walk on to Rottingdean
whilo you go to tho station, if you will enly
consont to tako this.”

Exalted by true gentlemanly fecling Mr.
Lovy spoke likea gentlemnan, and Jooked liko
one, dospito his particularly Sunday get-up.
As ho concluded, ho offered s v new

urso, which looked asif it had Loen bought
or the occasion,

*Oh, I caunot t that,” Nessa ropliod
nth dxﬁmt  tonujerod by warm recoguition 3
*though indecd, mdocd{tbmxk you withall
my heart for your kindness and generosity.
I can uever forge* what you have just said
to me. Besides,” sheadded, after a moment's

use; ‘1 must warn Mra. Redmond of her

anger. "

“% will undertake todo that. Menare
watching the place to-day.  If thoy see you
leave the houas together you will surely bo
followed.”

* Now, what am 1 to do ¥ Nessa asked
herself, sceking carnestly to find the ri{;ht
course by tho light of conscience. After
brief refloction it appeared to her.

“T must go back tomy friend, Mr. Levy. I
Ifcel thatit ismy duty to do so,” sho said.
The young man remonstrated feebly, but sbe
was firm ‘now that sho felt she was doing
right, ho held her in such revrvence that he
then gave up the attempt to dissusde her
from ber purpose.

CHAPTER XVIII.—s NEW OPENING.

Likcother shallow pereons whothinkthem |
sclves dccg. and who are headstrong and
rockless while confident in their own secur
ity, Mra. Redmond wre helpless and panic-
stricken in the presence of disaster.  She
hstened with growing dismay as Nessa re
Jated clearly and truly ali that Jisd passed
between herself and” Mr. Levy, 2nd sat
speechless with fright for a minute or two
when all was told.

“Ho said they counld send mo to prison
for threo ycars 1" sho gasped at length.

‘Unlcss yon separate yourself from me 3
in that case you would bo perfectly safe
from zaoy further pursuit.”

“Then that is what I mast do. 1 will go
by the next train, Ring thebell; I mostt
have & brandy and sosn Order o fy.
Where's my bag? Get those things out of
the next room,”

“We must take nothing away from here.
Nothing bel tons. And—" sceing that
the old discossion was likely to recommenco
and that a more powerful argument wax
noctzAary, 1 believe that the man over
there at the corner 1s one of the detsctives
who are watching na.” .

Ales, Redmond, lookmgthroagh theblinds,
doclared sho wec? tam as one of the
men whom she ovaded at St. John's
Wood. Then in the fary of impotence sho
turned Nessa and barst out intoa
torrent os xilly tsand onjust reproaches
—wishing she neves been born, that
sho had neverseen Nexx, that she had never
left har husband, and accusing Nessa of be
sngthe causcof her muin ; finally, baving
oxhausted ber on, xho brrstintote ra

Neso waited calnly till thestosm was
past, and then mid, quictly— .

*Your tion cannot bo worss toan it
was ot Grabame Tiaoa. It may bo vy
much better. You have nothing to fear
when you leave me, aad with your theatric-
alability youcan obtainan cngagcment

wherever you pleass, I darosay

Then, what would yon adviso me to do,
dear ¥ uked! iifm. }'é:dmond. hnu&ly._b}e‘

{woen a coupical &nt ing tho QIrd's
saperior strength by hes self-eommntl .
“Leave mo here.” While one  remaina in
tho botel the msn will not lease it Tako
the train a'f'u:t lunch when yoa focl more

composed. .

“And you will scnd on the things to
}md:m to-morrow —to Le loft till alled

or?!”

*No. 1shall go away to-night, and I
shall take nothing with me.”

*Rat 1 bavea't got aaything. Heroa anly
thre 7 sho czelaunod sa desprair,
opening her porte-mornme.

*1 must ask you to lend mo ono to take
mot;honﬂoa. toc foar and

“You can get ap for foar sixpenco.”

*“Then we mo four and ," sad
Ncs:? smctl;. ing ﬁ;vme the {cos
3 shamo in asking avonr.

n%nnch:ada iberal doso of brandy aad
Madtutomdad a;}}iu!o » %;u. h!lcﬂ
mond , and with conrago, mbler’s hope
of recovering losses and wg;:ing fartane
solaracd o had acase cnough to know
that tho day for making o great bit by ber
porsomal charms wx» and that thirty
shillings & wrek was about tho marked
walee of bor “thoatrical-ability,” a3 Noma

»



